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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 4, 2026
The Rev. Katy Moran



Welcome to our church!
We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting,
and that you will experience God’s presence here.

May God bless you during worship today.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS

Please see a greeter.

ELEVATOR

Please see a greeter.

REST ROOMS

Downstairs across from the church office.

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE
In fellowship hall family restroom.

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator
Office: 570-568-2254
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director

United In Christ’s Mission Statement:
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor
God and neighbor through worship, learning, service,
prayer, stewardship and invitation.
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http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection

Compassionate God,

We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to
show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through = Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of
grace.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN ELW 803
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count but loss and pour con - tcmpt on all  my pride.

charm me most, 1 sac - i - fice them to his blood.

S0r - TOW mect, or thorns com - posc  §0 rich a crown?

50 di - vine, dc- mands my  soul, my lifc, my all.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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I.A - bove the hills the an - gel hosts

2.In heav'n, on earth reigns God  Most High,

3. Sing jus - ftice, mer - cy, joy and eace,

4. We wor - ship you, our thanks  we ring,

5.To Je - sus Christ, God's Son, our Lord,
Cantor
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Sing glo - ry! Glo - ry! Glo - ry! God's Love is come to
Yet ten - der - ly God
God's own good will grants
We bow be - fore you
The Lamb of God, E -
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seek the lost. Give Glo - ry to God in the High - est!
hears our  cry.

sin's re - lease.
as we sing
ter - nal Word,

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God incarnate, you have come to us in covenant, law, and
community so that we might live in peace with each other in you.
And when we needed even more, you came to us in the flesh and
blood of Jesus. Come to us now to know more fully your profound
love for us and for all people through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God
with us.

Amen.

FIRST READING LUKE 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own

towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,

because he was descended from the house and family of David. °He
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went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place in the guest room.

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. ?This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 3And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!”

5When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 1®So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and
the child lying in the manger. Y’When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child, *¥and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, and Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, just as it had been told them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING LUKE 15:1-3, 11-32

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

35S0 he told them this parable:

1Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. ?The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the
wealth that will belong to me.” So he divided his assets between
them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant region, and there he squandered his wealth in
dissolute living. *When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that region, and he began to be in need. **So
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that region,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. ®He would gladly have
filled his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, and no
one gave him anything. ’But when he came to his senses he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to
spare, but here | am dying of hunger! 8 will get up and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven
and before you; °l am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat
me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 2°So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. ?'Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—
the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. 22And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate, 2*for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field, and as he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 2°He called
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one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 2’He replied, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf because
he has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have been
working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your
command, yet you have never given me even a young goat so that
| might celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you
killed the fatted calf for him!” 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 3?But we had
to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.””

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL JOHN 1:1-18

This is the Holy Gospel according to John, the 1%t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 3All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overtake it.

®There was a man sent from God whose name was John. "He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. °® The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

OHe was in the world, and the world came into being through him,
yet the world did not know him. *He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. *?But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, Bwho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. *>(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom
| said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” ”) *®From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. ’The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. ®No one has ever seen God. It is the
only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Faith Begins by Letting Go
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APOSTLE’S CREED

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

Prayers continue with each petition ending:

Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken

prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name
of the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of
physical contact with which you are comfortable.

Please fill out an Attendance Card,
and place the card in an offering plate.

OFFERING

You are invited to place your offering in one of the
plates as they are passed or to make use of our
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning the
QR code to the right. You may also place your offering
at http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving by
clicking on the green “Give Now” button.

OFFERTORY HYMN
NH \ |
o | | J\’ I J I y J\t !
GRS P :
1 Ac - cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to
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dai - ly food be - comes a ho - ly trea- sure.
come to  us, as hum - bly we a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Together, let us pray.
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you: make us generous with
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day over-
came death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

S
e
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1 Long, long a - go in Je - ru - sa - lem, as the

2 High on a throne sat  the might - y Lord, robes

3 Oh, what a sight it was to see and
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ﬂow - ing through the hall, while six - wing-ed an - gels
what a sound to hear! The tem -  ple door - posts

tem - plc came see the ho - ly Lord.
flew a - Dbove. l - sa - iah  heard them call.
shook and  quaked, and smoke was in the air.

Refrain:
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow-er and might, God’s
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glo - ry fills all  heav’'n and earth, God of pow-er and  might.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out
to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are
hungry, come!
Thanks be to God.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord,
and all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish
to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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plow, and shown us the gos - pel, your word for us now.
hand, O Lord  of the heav-ens, O God of the land.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Together, let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with

mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,

healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name
we pray. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the
body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace, F bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 835

All Creatures, Worship God Most High

All  crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
All' who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky:  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth-er sun, in splen-dor

in: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er carth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your

bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear:
care, praisc God in col - ors bright and rare:
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le -

lu -ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

After worship, please join us in the fellowship hall
for Social Hour with coffee and refreshments.

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L. Music reprinted from the ELW and ACS, by permission of
Onelicense, license #A7123489. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission.
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What's Happening at UIC

Sun, Oct. 4

Mon, Oct. 5

Tue, Oct. 6

Wed, Oct. 7
Thurs, Oct. 8
Fri, Oct. 9
Sat, Oct. 10
Sun, Oct. 11

Small Group: Catherman, 8:00am
Worship, 10:00am

Social Hour, 11:30am

Pet Blessing @ CELC, 1:00pm

Faith Lab and Meal @ UIC, 4:30pm

God'’s Monsters Bible Study @ CELC, 6:00pm
Cub Scouts, 6:30pm
Boy Scouts, 6:45pm

Pickleball Lewisburg Par, 9:00am
Worship & Music Mtg., 11:00am
Small Group: Criswell/Guffey, 5:30pm
Boy Scouts, 6:45pm

Small Group: Guffey/Swartz, 6:00pm
Small Group: Baker, 6:00pm

Office Closed

Diaper Pantry, 10:00am-11:30am

Small Group: Catherman, 8:00am
Worship, 10:00am

Social Hour, 11:30am
Outreach/Fellowship Mtg., 11:30am
Faith Lab and Meal @ UIC, 4:30pm
Fall Festival @ St. John’s, 5:00pm

20



UNITED IN CHRIST’S
PRAYER LIST

PRAYER REQUESTS: Dave Wall, Katarina Beavor, Natalie Patterson,
Delroy Caris, Nikk Wintersteen, Ken Baker and Family, family and
friends of Dan McDavit, Michelle Davies, Diane Powers, Elwood
Brown, Mark Rabuck, Jayne, Gigi Pray, Patrick Moseley, Bob Troxell,
Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, Bob Keifer.

Submit your prayer request by emailing
office@unitedinchristlutheran.net or calling 570-568-2254.

appy EBithday

Cheryl Robuck 10/5

Fappy Comiversary

Dawn and Chris Warren 10/10/11

Annual Pet
Blessing @%

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH JOIN US ON THE 3RD
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BUILDING!

CHRIST'S EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH DONATIONS OF PET FOOD

AND SUPPLIES ARE BEING
/100 S. 3RD STREET COLLECTED FOR MILTON

m
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LL FESTIVAL

*Gt John’s Lutheran Church
70 S. Mill Road, Miton ~~ + <~

2
_# __ Sunday, October 11 R
™= Food, Fellowship, and Games RS

Please signup at UIC
or contact
Terriin the ofﬂce

£ OAKS

'i SENIOR CENTER
Tuesday, October 13

RS
LWne 10:00am - 1:00pm
Fall Pumpkin Craft
OAKS Senior Center is free. :
Everyone is welcome to join us!

United In Christ Luthearn Church

‘ o S | &
¢ L 4 / X
1875 Churches Road, Lewisburg ~ 570-568-2‘
i

22



Saturday, October 17th

3pm - Spm

Milton Lutheran Church

1125 Mahoning Street
Milton, PA 17847 |

TRUNK-OR-TREAT

UIC, CELC, and MLC will be hosting a Trunk-or-Treat on
Saturday, October 17th at Milton Lutheran Church.

We need people to decorate trunks. Please sign-up at
church or contact Terri in the office. See Pastor Katy if you need
ideas on how to decorate a trunk, she has lots!

CANDY NEEDED

UIC will begin collecting candy to handout at Trunk-or-Treat.
Please put your donations in the box in the Narthex.
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PASTOR APPRECIATION

During Social Hour on October 25" we
will be thanking Pastor Justin and Pastor
Katy for all they do for us. Let's shower
them with our appreciation and love. A
basket for cards and letters will be on
the table by the kitchen for each of them.
If you would like to give them a gift,
please see the list of their preferred

places. .
Pastor Justin
Target
Chipotle
Starbucks
Mod Pizza
Rusty Rail
Buffalo Wild Wings

Pastor Katy
Giant
Target

Amazon
Walmart
Starbucks
Rusty Rail Brewery
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e i

“Forthmcofuswhoh.li;velnbruul honesty and in fighting horror Join us thiS fO" fOI’ a six-week

with humor, this book is a godsend.” —BART D. EHRMAN

study of God's Monsters!
Together, we'll explore some of
7 the weird, eerie, and downright
E strange creatures and beings

X G 0 D 'S | 7¢ found in the Bible, using Esther
0 ‘ Bl Hamori's book. We'll see what
‘\ M 0 N STE R S 4 \ the text actually says about some
i,; ? o  of these beings, what they might
A

reveal to us about God and faith,
Vengeful Spirits, Deadly Angels,

Hybrid Creatures, and Divine and what they might mean for us
Hitmen of the Bible

today. Come join the
conversation, bring your
questions, and discover the
stranger side of Scripture! We
will meet on Mondays at 6pm,
beginning on September 21**



BUFFALO VALLEY

FAITHLAB
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Sundays 4:30pm-6:30pm Grades K-6
September-May Includes family dinner time!
Christ's Evangelical Lutheran United In Christ Lutheran
N 100 S. 3 Street 1875 Churches Rd.
‘( Lewisburg, PA 17837 Lewisburg, PA 17837

FAITH LAB

Faith Lab serves as our collaborative faith formation programming
with Christ’s Lutheran that is designed for the whole family! Each
time we gather, our students hear a story from scripture then see it
come to life in a craft or activity together. During that time, parents
(or any adults who want to join) are invited to stick around for a
Bible study on the same story. Each gathering then concludes with
free a family style meal for everyone in attendance!

We will meet at UIC in September and October.
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UIC SMALL GROUP
MINISTRY

Connecting the body of Christ

Programming begins this September!

Sign up for your group today!

o = A
Y

This September UIC is IaUnching a cohort of intentional small group

ministries within the congregation! This is a new format of ministry
where around five households will regularly gather together for a
time of community building, fellowship, and mutual support. We
will begin this Fall with five host groups taking place at different
times with different hosts throughout the week, so sign up for the
group that works best for you!

With this ministry, you are especially encouraged to sign up for a
group with folks whom you have not gotten a chance to know well
within the congregation! Part of our desire with this ministry is to
get to know one another a little bit better so that there are fewer
“less familiar” faces to us when we gather on a Sunday morning!
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Oct. 4 Oct. 11 Oct. 18
Worship Leader Katy Justin Michelle
Social Hour S-Z A-D E-K
Bread/Wine Shirley M. Jane M. Michelle S.
Altar Guild Terri C. Beth G. Kathy G.
Digital Host Michelle S. Danielle M. Terri C.
Greeter Bob S. Karen B. DonnaB.
Front Door Trudy S. Sandy B. Jeff B.
Greeter
Side Door Kathy G. Bob K. George W.
Lector Ted M. Beth G. Danielle M.
Ken C. Jane M. Kathy A.
h Terri C. Michelle S. Dave B.
Usher Beth G. Bob S. Karen B.
Rosemary K. Trudy S. Ken C.
Comm. Dave B. Terri C. CherylR.
Assist. Brad C. Dave D. Bob S.
Guest Relations Jay H. Mike M. Ted M.
Offering Kathy G. Connie S. TimS.
Counter Michelle S. Jared R. Jay H.

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri
Cromwell at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a
replacement for you.
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Lutheran Church

1875 Churches Road, Lewisburg PA 17837
570-568-2254

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Sundays at 10:00am

THE REV. JUSTIN G. LINGENFELTER

CHURCH OFFICE
Open Monday - Thursday
8:00am - 2:00pm

VISIT US AT
Website: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC



http://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC

