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UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF  

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor  
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor  
 

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator 
     Office: 570-568-2254     
     Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net  

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director  
 

United In Christ’s Mission Statement: 
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor 

God and neighbor through worship, learning, service, 
prayer, stewardship and invitation. 

WORSHIP: SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M.  

ww.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship/  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 2:00pm 
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Mark Your Calendars 
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 

Romans 12:9-18 

Dear United In Christ, 

I am so glad to live in this technological era. I am so grateful for 

the unprecedented access to information available at my finger-

tips. I am thrilled by the levels of entertainment I can find on 

Netflix or Hulu or the PlayStation. I love that my computer and my 

phone and my headphones and my watch all talk to one another 

in a way that moves me seamlessly through the day with synchro-

nicity. Every time I refresh my social media page or email server 

and find the latest and greatest clearance sales, I am reminded 

that I never would have made it out of the cave of our ancestors 

as I gratefully click that “Shop Now” button. 
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But I also acknowledge that one of the real challenges to this 

highly synchronized life is in the way it can leave me ironically 

more isolated than ever, if I’m not careful. Juggling emails and 

my Facebook feed and news threads and about eighteen open 

tabs on my browser can give me the illusion that I’m hyper con-

nected when, in reality, it’s just me sitting behind a couple of 

screens at the same time. 

I don’t think I’m alone in this, though. Maybe you know that illu-

sory feeling of being more connected than ever, only to feel a 

little bit hollow when you finally log off and power down for the 

day. Maybe you know the enticing thrall of checking one more 

post or watching through until more commercial break. Maybe 

you know what it feels like to keep scrolling the algorithm for 

one more hit of short-form dopamine, only to realize the day has 

gone by around you. The temptation with so much at my finger-

tips at once is to become a consumer of the world around of me 

instead of a participant in the communities at hand. 

Which is why I need to be reminded every now and again that 

actually being in community is the foundation for the body of 

Christ. This is the imagery that Paul draws upon over and over 

again; the body of Christ cannot survive with its many members 

living in isolation. Each contributes to the fuller whole with one 

another. In this way, our Sunday gatherings become an incredi-

bly important and interruptive discipline for me! Every week I am 

forced to remember that I am not alone. We are not alone and 

we reflect Christ best when we are drawn together.  

This does not always come easy, though. Paul seems to know 

this as well. I think that’s why, in writing to the Romans, he lays 

out a sort of behavioral template on how to live together in this 

community. It’s a veritable laundry list of principles, but they 
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serve the community well! “Let love be genuine,” he says. Con-

tribute to the needs of the saints, extend hospitality to strangers, 

rejoice with the rejoicing, weep with the weeping, live in harmo-

ny, “so far as it depends on you, live peaceable with all” These 

are no easy courses. They demand intentionality and work. They 

require practice to develop enough muscle memory to imple-

ment them fluidly in and for the sake of the world. I would even 

argue that in this technological era when it’s easier than ever to 

just keep to our own, these practices become even more of an 

uphill excursion as we work against the  grain of so many other 

forces. Yet, in so doing, gathering as the beloved community 

now becomes iconoclastic by defying the other isolating systems 

and forces of value to instead insist on Christ’s call to be one as 

he and the Father are one (John 17:21-23). 

This work of community that Paul maps out is precisely what we 

will be orienting ourselves towards in the weeks ahead here at 

UIC. This month we will be reminded that we take the joy of our 

community and use it to spread good in this world when we take 

the energy of our Faith and Fun Sunday to bless students in our 

community with backpacks and school supplies. We will embody 

this joy of community and put it on display as we travel to Cen-

tral Oak Heights to worship and gather for our annual church pic-

nic, celebrating the joy of the Spirit drawing us as a community. 

Most pointedly, this month we will be preparing to exercise 

these muscles as we get ready to launch our new small group 

ministries in just a few weeks! Read more about this opportunity 

in the pages ahead, but I hope you will make the time to join in 

this new way of embodying God’s call to community with one 

another! 
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In the meantime, I pray that you continue to remember who you 

are: United In Christ. When it’s easier than ever to take on the 

false assumption that you are on your own, may you encounter 

the blessing of this community. May you rejoice in the hope it 

offers, be patient through one another’s suffering, and perse-

vere in prayer for each other. May you love one another with 

mutual affection and outdo one another in showing honor. May 

you embody this community, even as you find your place within 

it. May you make space for the stranger knowing that this com-

munity is not yet whole until you both find your place within it. 

May you remember that you are not alone. 

Yours, united in Christ, 
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LEWISBURG SUMMER 
YOUTH LUNCH PROGRAM 

On Friday, July 17th, Heather Allegar, Ruby Baker, Karen and 

Dave Baker, Trudy and Bob Swartz, and Terri Cromwell met at 

the United Pentecostal Church is Lewisburg to put together bags 

of food for children. 

Each bag contained canned fruit, veggies, black beans, and pasta, 

it also contained granola bars, rice, self-stable milk, a pack of 

cheese, ham lunch meat, bread, and tortias. All of this is pur-

chased by the lunch program.  

The lunch program happens 2 times a month, always on the 1st 

and 3rd Fridays of the month. 



 9 

Churches supply fresh fruits and vegetables each time. Rich Huff 

Fund supplied fresh blueberries, green beans, and snow peas.  

We distributed 36 bags of food  

to 25 clients with 61 children!! 

Thank you Rich Huff Fund for suppling the fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles and thank you to UIC members for your help prepping, sign-

ing people in, and helped to carry out bags to clients vehicles!! 
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We’re taking a Sunday field trip! Mark your calendars to join us 
for worship at Central Oak Heights on Sunday, August 23rd at 
10:00am!  

We have rented a golf cart for the day, so rest assured we will 
get you where you need to be for worship that morning! We 
hope you will join us for this fun excursion off the hill! 

Be sure to stick around afterwards for our annual church pic-
nic! Bring a covered dish to go with the grilled chicken gra-
ciously prepared by the Shearer family!  

As a bonus, Central Oak Heights is opening up the pool for our 
use, so anyone who would like is welcome to bring swim attire 
as well! Don’t miss out on the fun! 
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The church will be supplying BBQ Chicken, water, plates, silver-

ware, napkins, and cups. Please bring something to share. You 

can signup at church or contact Terri in the office so we can get a 

head count for the picnic. 

The church is also renting a 4-person golf cart for the day for any-

one with mobility needs. We will have a driver for the golf cart. 

The golf cart can pick you up at your car and transport you any-

where you need to go during the day!! If you have any questions 

please contact Terri in the office. 
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Join us for Theology on Tap! We will be meeting at Rusty Rail on 

August 5th and 19th. Bring your questions to put in the stein, 

grab your drink of choice, and be ready to dive into them togeth-

er as a group—we might not settle on an answer, but we can at 

least try!  We will meet at 6:00 pm to grab food, drinks, and so-

cialize a bit before starting discussion once we are settled. You 

can let us know you’re coming through the sign-up sheets, or 

you can email Pastor Justin or Pastor Katy.  

Rusty Rail Brewing  
5 North 8th Street, Mifflinburg 
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SENIOR EXPRESS FOOD BOXES  
Food boxes will be delivered to UIC by the  

Central PA Food Bank on Friday, August 7th. 

Delivery teams, please make plans to deliver  
your food boxes the following week. 

Thank you to the entire congregation for their support of the Mil-

ton Lutheran Church Self-Care and Pet Food Sanctuary during the 

July drive. We collected over 200 personal care and paper prod-

ucts and over 60 pet food items. Special thanks to Bob and Trudy 

Swartz for using  their Thrivent Action Team Grant to stretch the 

number of items donated to this monthly distribution! 

~ UICLC Outreach Committee  



 14 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS  

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  with someone on 
the schedule and then notify the office of the change. If you are unable to trade with 
someone, please call Terri Cromwell at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a 
replacement for you. 
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Happy Birthday 
Amy Danowsky 8/2  

Ava Hauck-Dabney 8/12  

Herb Marsh 8/12  

Dave Baker 8/13  

Steve Shearer 8/13  

Bob Troxell 8/19  

Bonnie Katherman 8/21  

Sonja Noll 8/23   

Justin Cooley 8/24  

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Brent, Luke Vann, Michelle Davies, 

Dan and Gloria McDavit, Diane Powers, Elwood Brown, Ken 
Baker,  Mark Rabuck, Jayne, Gigi Pray, Patrick Moseley, Bob 
Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, Bob Keifer.  

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254 or email-
ing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.  

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The 
prayer chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you 
would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri 
Cromwell know. Make sure you tell her if you would like a 
phone call or an email.  
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Join us for our next Faith and Fun worship service on August 9th 
at 10:00am! This service is designed to get our kids up and about 
interacting with the liturgy and scripture throughout the service! 

As part of this service, we will hold our annual Backpack Blessing 
as our students prepare for the new school year! Be sure to 
bring those new backpacks with you to worship that day! 

This is also a fantastic service for inviting friends and family! The 
more the merrier on this day fueled by the Spirit! Come and see! 
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July 12, 2026 ~ Lutheran Day at the Crosscutters Baseball Game 
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This September UIC is launching a cohort of intentional 

small group ministries within the congregation! This is a 

new format of ministry where around five households will 

regularly gather together for a time of community build-

ing, fellowship, and mutual support. We will begin this Fall 

with five host groups taking place at different times with 

different hosts throughout the week, so sign up for the 

group that works best for you!  

With this ministry, you are especially encouraged to sign 

up for a group with folks whom you have not gotten a 

chance to know well within the congregation! Part of our 
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desire with this ministry is to get to know one another a 

little bit better so that there are fewer “less familiar” faces 

to us when we gather on a Sunday morning!  

To get us started, each group will begin by gathering around 

a six-week study series titled Understanding the Christian 

Faith. This series will be tied to a Sunday morning preaching 

series from Pr. Justin and will include both a book and video 

component as follow up during the small group gatherings 

later in the week. Copies of the book are already available 

at the church office. If you’d like, you can make a $13 dona-

tion to help offset those costs! 
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In the meantime, we hope you will prayerfully consider 

which group you’d like to join! We’d love to see as many 

folks as possible get connected through this new ministry! 

Check out the signup sheets in the fellowship hall to sign up 

today! See Pastor Justin if you have any additional ques-

tions! 
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Saturday, August 8 ~ 10:00am-11:30am 

Rich Huff Fund received a $2,500 check from Pom of Pennsylva-

nia LLC to purchased diapers for the Baby Steps Diaper Pantry. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
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Dear Members of United In Christ Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of everyone at Milton Lutheran Church, 

thank you for your generous donation of hygiene items 

for our Self-Care Sanctuary pantry. Your thoughtful gift 

helps ensure that individuals and families in our com-

munity have access to essential personal care items at 

no cost. These everyday necessities can make a mean-

ingful difference for those facing financial hardship, 

and your generosity allows us to continue serving our 

neighbors with dignity, compassion, and care. 

We are also deeply grateful for your continues partner-

ship and unwavering support of the many ministries we 

share. Your encouragement and generosity strengthen 

not only the Self-Care Sanctuary but also the broader 

mission and work of Milton Lutheran Church. Is a bless-

ing to serve alongside a congregation that so faithfully 

lives our Christ’s call to love and care for others.  

Thank you for your kindness, your compassion, and 

your commitment to our shared ministry. We are truly 

grateful for your partnership and look forward to con-

tinuing this important work together. 

With sincere appreciation and God’s blessings, 

Stephanie Byers 

Outreach Chairperson 

Milton Lutheran Church 
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