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Welcome to our church!  
We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today.  

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS  
Please see a greeter.  

ELEVATOR  
Please see a greeter.  

REST ROOMS  
Downstairs across from the church office.  

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE  
In fellowship hall family restroom.  

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF  

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor  
 

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor  
 

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator 
     Office: 570-568-2254       
     Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net  

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director  
 

United In Christ’s Mission Statement: 
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor 

God and neighbor through worship, learning, service, 
prayer, stewardship and invitation. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion en-
dures forever. Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection  

Compassionate God,   
 we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 
 cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
 Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to  
 dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen  

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Fa-
ther, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s 
love. Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN               ELW 532 

Gather Us In 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection 
of your Son you bring us into your kingdom and mercy. By your 
Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that 
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
  Amen.  
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FIRST READING                      ROMANS 8:26-39 

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with groanings too deep for words. 27And God, who searches 
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spir-
it intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

28We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, 
who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son but 
gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ who 
died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of 
God, who also intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or peril or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted 
as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him 
who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all crea-
tion will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Je-
sus our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSIVE READING                      PSALM 119:129-136 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 
 130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts  
 understanding to the simple. 

131 With open mouth I pant, because I long for your command-
ments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom  
 toward those who love your name. 

133 Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never 
let iniquity have dominion over me.  
 134 Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep 
 your precepts. 

135 Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your 
statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not 
 kept.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL                                    MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 

31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it 
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of 
flour until all of it was leavened.” 

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. 

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, 
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The an-
gels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a dis-
ciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY                                       ELW 771 

God, Who Stretched the Sprangled Heavens 

HOLY BAPTISM  

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and 
in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedi-
ence to the will of God.  
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Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 
you desire to have Nathaniel baptized into Christ?   
 Response: We do.  

As you bring Nathaniel to receive the gift of baptism, you are en-
trusted with responsibilities:  
 to live with him among God's faithful people,  
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,  
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  
 and the Ten Commandments,  
 place in his hands the holy scriptures,  
 and nurture him in faith and prayer,  
 so that he may learn to trust God,  
 proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
 care for others and the world God made,  
 and work for justice and peace.  

Do you promise to help Nathaniel grow in the Christian faith and 
life?  
 Response: We do.  

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Nathaniel in the Christian 
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live 
in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
 Response: I do.  

Profession of Faith:  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and con-
fess the faith of the church.  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
 Response: I renounce them.  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
God?  
 Response: I renounce them.  
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Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
 Response: I renounce them.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven  
 and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Thanksgiving at the Font:  

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
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the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 
those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given 
new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
 Amen.  

Baptism  

Nathaniel, I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

The candidate is immersed or water is poured  
on the candidate's head a second time:  

and of the Son,  

The candidate is immersed or water is poured  
on the candidate's head a third time:  

and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen.  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 
the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, 
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Na-
thaniel with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your pres-
ence, both now and forever.   
 Amen.  

Nathaniel, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.   
 Amen.  
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Welcome:  

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
 We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  
 Together we will give thanks and praise to God  
 and proclaim the good news to all the world.  

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 And also with you.  

The minister and congregation greet one another  
in the name of the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level 

of physical contact with which you are comfortable.  

OFFERING  

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button  

Please fill out an Attendance Card,  

and place the card in an offering plate.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN  

OFFERING PRAYER  

Together, let us pray.  
 Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
 Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so 
 that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
 and forever. Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
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Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrec-
tion opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to 
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to 
you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to 
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you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land 
of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Je-
sus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all na-
tions.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died.  
  Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again.  

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace 
our table with your presence.  
 Come, Holy Spirit.  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as 
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send 
us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  
 Come, Holy Spirit.  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and 
all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O 
God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
 Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying:  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  
 Thanks be to God.  
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COMMUNION  

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord,  
and all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish  

to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing.  

The body of Christ, given for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen  

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  
 Amen.  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Together, let us pray.   
 Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
 your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 
 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 
 forever. Amen.  

BENEDICTION  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 
you today and always.  
 Amen.  

SENDING HYMN                ACS 942 

Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
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DISMISSAL  

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news.  

 Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L. Music reprinted from the ELW and ACS, by permission of 

OneLicense, license #A712349. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  
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What’s Happening at UIC  
Sun, July 26  Worship w/ Baptism, 10:00am 

     Baptism Luncheon, 11:15am 

Mon, July 27 Day Camp, 9:00am-3:00pm 

     Boy Scouts, 6:45pm 

Tue, July 28   Day Camp, 9:00am-3:00pm 

Wed, July 29  Day Camp, 9:00am-3:00pm 

Thurs, July 30 Day Camp, 9:00am-3:00pm 

Fri, July 31  Day Camp, 9:00am-3:00pm 

     Office Closed 

Sun, Aug. 2  Worship, 10:00am 

Happy Birthday 
Grant Rowe 7/26  

Connie Shreck 7/28  

Kelsey Swanger 7/29  

Scott A. Danowsky 7/29  

Happy Anniversary 
George and Sharon Weiser 7/27/63  
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Brent, Luke Vann, Michelle Davies, Dan 

and Gloria McDavit, Diane Powers, Elwood Brown, Ken Baker, 
Brandon Wirth, Mark Rabuck, Jayne, Gigi Pray, Patrick Moseley, 
Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, Bob Keifer.  

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254 or emailing it 
to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.  

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to be 
a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. Make 
sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email.  
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade 
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you.  


