
United In Christ 
Lutheran Church 

Christmas in July 
July 19, 2026 

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter 



 2 

Welcome to our church!  
We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today.  

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS  
Please see a greeter.  

ELEVATOR  
Please see a greeter.  

REST ROOMS  
Downstairs across from the church office.  

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE  
In fellowship hall family restroom.  

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF  

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor  
 

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor  
 

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator 
     Office: 570-568-2254      
     Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net  

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director  
 

United In Christ’s Mission Statement: 
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor 

God and neighbor through worship, learning, service, 
prayer, stewardship and invitation. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin 
and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.  
 Forgive our lack of faith and trust.  

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.  
 Forgive our neglect of the poor.  

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.  
 Forgive our selfishness and complacency.  

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring 
you good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.” In + Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are 
forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels sang from 
the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy!  
 Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN               ELW 267 

Joy to the World 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.   
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, 
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make 
us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 Amen.  

FIRST READING              MATTHEW 1:18-24  

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Ho-
ly Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and un-
willing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet:  

23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him; he took her as his wife.  

The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL                         ELW 289  

Angels We Have Heard on High  
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SECOND READING                          LUKE 2:1-20  

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and fam-
ily of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!”  

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
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in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

CAROL  

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
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THIRD READING            JOHN 1:1-14  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testi-
fy to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.  



 10 

CAROL                  ELW 270  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

REFLECTION  

CAROL                  ELW 283  

O, Come, All Ye Faithful  
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Please fill out an Attendance Card,  

and place the card in an offering plate.  

APOSTLE’S CREED  

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.*  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 And also with you.  

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
 the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical  

contact with which you are comfortable.  
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OFFERING  

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button.  

OFFERTORY HYMN           ELW 296, v.3  

What Child is This?  
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Together, let us pray.   
 Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 
 earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare 
 us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and 
 renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our 
 Savior. Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding 
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom 
we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed 
are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness 
and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. Blessed are 
you for Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for your 
Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died.  
  Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again.  
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth 
in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus.  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill 
us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.   
 Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  
 Thanks be to God.  
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COMMUNION  

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all people 
are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive communion 

are invited to receive a blessing.  

The body of Christ, given for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen  

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  
 Amen.  

CLOSING DIALOGUE  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
 overcome it.  

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. 
  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from 
 the Father.  

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  
 In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
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BENEDICTION  

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Jo-
seph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and 
the everlasting peace of Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord.  

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  
 Amen.  

CAROL                      ELW 290  

Go Tell It on the Mountain  



 19 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve our Savior, Christ, and Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission of Augsburg For-
tress, license #SBL09796L. Music reprinted from the ELW and ACS, by permission of OneLicense, license 
#A712349. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission.  
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What’s Happening at UIC  
Sun, July 19  CHRISTMAS IN JULY 

     Worship, 10:00am 

Mon, July 20 August Newsletter Deadline 

     Boy Scouts, 6:45pm 

Tue, July 21  Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

Fri, July 24  Office Closed 

Sun, July 26  Worship w/ Baptism, 10:00am 

     Baptism Luncheon, 11:15am 

Happy Birthday 
Brandon Baker 7/21  

Kendall Condit 7/21  

Garrett Baker 7/24  

Beckett Swanger 7/25  

Happy Anniversary 
Bob and Trudy Swartz 7/20/85  

Kyle and Johanna Swanger 7/23/16  
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Michelle Davies, Dan and Gloria McDavit, 

Diane Powers, Elwood Brown, Ken Baker, Mark Rabuck, Jayne, Gigi 
Pray, Patrick Moseley, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, 
Bob Keifer.  

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254 or emailing it 
to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.  

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to be 
a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. Make 
sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email.  
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade 
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you.  


