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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
 

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254      
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

PRELUDE 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to 
the Lamb! 
 Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters 
of creation: Morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank 
you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.  
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you.  
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of 
peace. Blessed are you.  
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving 
you honor and praise, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                ELW 363 

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe 
and the hope of those who doubt, may have not seen, have 
faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                  ACTS 2:14A, 22-32 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and ad-
dressed the crowd. 

22“Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Naza-
reth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, won-
ders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you your-
selves know— 23this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 
by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, 
having released him from the agony of death, because it was im-
possible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concern-
ing him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so 
that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my 
tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 27For you 
will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experi-
ence corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descend-
ants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrec-
tion of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor 
did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE READING                PSALM 16 

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.   
 2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart 
 from you.” 

3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones in 
whom is all my delight.  
 4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take 
 their names upon my lips. 

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
 6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
 I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; in the night also my 
heart instructs me.  
 8 I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my 
 right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also 
rests secure.  
 10 For you do not give me up to Sheol or let your faithful 
 one see the Pit. 

11 You show me the path of life. In your presence there is full-
ness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL                         JOHN 20:19-31 

This is the Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” 

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
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your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but be-
lieve.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to be-
lieve.” 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that 
you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 379 

Now the Green Blade Rises 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and re-
deem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Merciful God,  
 Receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior  
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name  
of the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical  

contact with which you are comfortable. 

 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our online 
offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning the QR 
code to the right. You may also place your offering at 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving by clicking on 
the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.    
 Accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
 You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
 when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with 
 the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 
 follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of  
 Jesus. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and mer-
ciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to 
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to 
you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to 
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, 
your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection 
of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died.   
  Christ is risen.   
   Christ will come again. 
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace 
our table with your presence.  
 Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as 
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send 
us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  
 Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and 
all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O 
God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
        thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord,  
and all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish  

to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
 Holy One, through this meal you have made your home 
 among us and are making all things new. Send us now to 
 speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
 bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, 
the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN           ELW 854 

Blessing and Honor 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used 
by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L. Music reprinted 
from the ELW, by permission of OneLicense, license #A712349. Scripture quo-
tations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.   
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What’s Happening at UIC 

Breanna Martz 4/15 

Cole Snyder 4/17 

Kyle Swanger 4/17 
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: BJ Koch, Family and friends of Rebecca 

(Hauck) Guffey, Cheryl Stiber, Brandon Wirth, Judy Rishel, Mark 
Rabuck, Jayne, Patrick Moseley, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, An-
nette Baker, Bob Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The pray-
er chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like 
to be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 
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Social Hour is a time for us to stay con-
nected with each other, while enjoying a 
light snack.  If your last name begins with 
one of the letters listed for that Sunday’s 
Social Hour, please bring a snack to share 
and help to clean up afterwards.   

SOCIAL HOUR

Lutheran Day in the Capitol 
In a time of turbulence in our nation and around the world — 
with consequences that threaten our neighbors, our democracy 
and our common home — what does it mean to show up as 
church together for the sake of the world God loves? Join us on 
Monday, April 20, for a day of learning, community-building, in-
spiration, and advocacy. Gather with advocates from across the 
Commonwealth to be grounded in our faith and equipped to act 
together on issues that make a difference to the wellbeing of all. 
For decades, this has been known as Lutheran Day in the Capitol. 
This year we are leaning into a call to equip all disciples to act for 
justice and peace — building more welcoming communities and 
a more resilient Commonwealth.  

To learn more and register please visit: 
www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/about/citizens-with-the-saints/ 

http://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/about/citizens-with-the-saints/
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




