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Dear United In Christ, 

One of the more popular books in our house right now is Suzanne 
Lang’s Grumpy Monkey. It’s a children’s story about a chimp who 
is just not having it. It starts off reading “One wonderful day, Jim 
Panzee woke to discover that nothing was right. The sun was too 
bright, the sky was too blue, and the bananas were too sweet.” 
The rest of the story follows Jim as everyone in the jungle around 
him offers him suggestions on how to ditch his grumpiness to 
embrace the wonderful day at hand, but none prevail. Jim just 
needs to be grumpy! 

Please tell me I’m not the only one who knows what it feels like 
to be in Jim’s place. Surely you, too, must every now again have 
one of ~those~ kinds of days. You know the kind; the ones where 
before your feet even hit the floor you already know that it’s go-
ing to be a rough 24-hour cycle. The days where every step feels 
begrudging at best. The ones where checking the phone or read-

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows 
upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flow-
er fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up 
to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, 
the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed 
his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Isaiah 40:6-11 
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ing the paper or flipping on the news makes you want to just 
curl back up under the covers and call a redo. If you’ve ever had 
a day like this, then you don’t need me to tell you what it feels 
like in the wilderness. 

And if that’s the case – if you know what those kind of days feel 
like – then maybe you resonate with the dreary sort of senti-
ment that the prophet Isaiah pens here: “All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, 
the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass.” Not exactly a chipper sort of senti-
ment, is it? Speaking as one of God’s attendees of the holy court, 
here the speaker betrays a sort of bleak view of humanity and its 
finitude. But maybe they’re not the only one to carry such senti-
ment. Maybe, on those grumpiest most “nothing-is-right” sort of 
days you, too, feel that surely the people are grass. 

Yet, from the top of that slippery slope of nihilistic gloom, a 
voice lifts up with strength. God here insists on a herald of good 
tidings even amid the bleak landscape that surrounds the peo-
ple. God insists on telling the people something good, offering a 
promise of accompaniment as a shepherd gathers the flock for 
the sake of God’s forlorn people. The insistence that God offers 
is that even amid the wilderness where it seems that things are 
only left to fade and wither, the word of God that leads on the 
mother sheep will stand fast for the people! 

And listen, I get it. This Lent you may feel like the wilderness is 
already all around you – you don’t need to enter a new one. 
Whether you are measuring personally, locally, nationally, or 
globally, you might feel like there is no way out of this wilder-
ness landscape. But if that’s the case, then it’s all the better rea-
son to plant those feet on the ground each morning and get up 
to a high mountain to hear this herald of good tidings. It’s why 
this Lent we will gather for glimpses of such good tidings on a 
regular basis. With this season’s worship series, “Tell Me Some-
thing Good,” we will work together to bear witness to such 
goodness brimming forth from God even amid the wildernesses 
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we have come to know. In those moments where it feels like we 
have woken up like Jim Panzee on a wonderful day to only dis-
cover that nothing is right, we will tell each other something 
good, trusting that the good news is yet breaking forth from 
God’s goodness with each new step in this journey. 

I hope you will join us in those opportunities to tell each other 
something good. Whether it’s in study on Tuesdays, worship on 
Wednesdays, or gathered around the table on Thursdays (read 
on for more details about each of these opportunities), I hope 
you will find a place to hear good news even amid the wilderness 
this Lent. I hope that you will be the bearers of good tidings by 
telling the world something good around us (read on about how 
to do just that through DIG this Lent).  

In the meantime, may you be blessed with the courage to plant 
those feet firmly, even on the days where hitting snooze feels 
like the preference. May you be blessed in the mountaintops 
breaking forth from the wilderness to herald God’s goodness in 
this world. May your Lenten journey be one bearing both reflec-
tion and wholeness in the grace of God. 

Yours, united in Christ,  

Join us for the start of a new Lenten 
study series: Making Sense of the Cross! 
Beginning on Tuesday, February 24th at 
6:30pm, we will gather weekly with 
neighbors from CELC and MLC here at 
UIC for a video series that explores how 
the cross has been understood over time 
and how we might understand it as 
Christians today!  
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For those interested, we invite you to pick up a copy of the ac-
companying participant book to read at home each week. Copies 
are $15 each and can be ordered using the signup sheet in the 
fellowship hall!  

From the publisher: Listen in on a conversation between two 
people having an open and candid discussion about the cross. 
One assumes the role of teacher or coach, someone who has had 
the time and opportunity to study the faith in some depth. The 
other is curious, knows a little bit about the faith, and brings a lot 
of questions: So what’s with the cross? What does the cross say 
about God? What’s the big deal? Did Jesus have to die? 
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Join us this Lent as we cen-
ter ourselves on a new wor-
ship series: Tell Me Some-
thing Good: Grounding Our-
selves in the Good News 
this Lent. Join us for this 
series in worship on Sunday 
mornings as we move 
through our Lenten journey 
seeking out the good news, 
even in the wilderness. This 
year, we will be making this 
journey alongside our 
neighbors at Milton Luther-

an Church (MLC) and Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(CELC), as all three communities move through this series to-
gether! 

As we lean into this year’s theme, we invite you to join in 
three opportunities beyond Sunday morning worship to tell 
“something good” in the wilderness! 

First, we invite you to join us for the opportunity to be told 
something good from new perspectives as we gather for mid-
week worship. Beginning on Wednesday, February 25th, we 
invite you to join us weekly at CELC for a time of soup and 
fellowship at 6:00pm, followed by Holden Evening Prayer at 
7:00pm in the sanctuary. Each week, we will hear “something 
good” from a lay leader from one of the three congregations. 
We hope you will come out to be renewed by the perspectives 
that bring! 

Second, we invite you to join us for a new opportunity for 
gathering and digesting this good news during the week. Be-
ginning on Thursday, February 26th at 11:00am, we invite you 
to join us weekly for food and fellowship at Silver Moon Res-
taurant! Each week, we will gather to reflect on the themes 
of that week and digest what was heard in worship on Sunday 
and Wednesday of the week prior! 

Finally, as we hear “something good” each week this season, 
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we will be sharing “something good” with the neighbors 
around us. Each week, all three congregations will collect much 
needed household items to be donated to DIG Furniture bank 
in Milton. These items will go to support families getting a 
fresh start in our community! Check the accompanying sched-
ule to see what we are collecting each week! Items can either 
be gently used or new! 

We hope you will join us for any or all of these opportunities in 
the weeks ahead! 

About the Series: 

Lent was originally a season for new converts to learn and pre-
pare for their baptism on Easter. During that time, they would 
study what was central to Christianity. As we crafted this se-
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ries, we studied what was central to Jesus’ life and ministry: 
radical welcome, love for neighbor, care for the vulnerable, 
nourishment for the hungry, nonviolence in the face of injus-
tice. At the heart of Jesus’ teachings, we find liberation, love, 
mercy, and grace—all of which are meant to be very good 
news for us all. 

Jesus’ ministry can be described as “radical” which comes 
from the Latin word “radicalis,” meaning “root” or “ground.” 
Therefore, the good news should bring us back to our roots. 
Emulating Jesus and embodying his teachings should ground 
us in who God created us to be. Can we be “good news” peo-
ple in a world too often burdened by bad news? 

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good 

news. It is joyful—like fine wine saved for celebration. It 
grows like a mustard seed and smells like perfume poured 
from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed endlessly 
through a hungry crowd. It sounds like laughter and feels like 
mercy. The good news is alive in the world. 

We hope this series will provide fertile ground for conversa-
tion and worship, rooting our hearts and lives in the expansive 
goodness of God. This Lent, let the teachings of Jesus lead us 
forward. May the good news inspire us to take action in a 
world desperate to hear, see, and taste what is good. 
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Looking for a way to plug in and help build relationships at 
UIC? You might just be the right person to join our pilot 
group for small group ministries! This spring our pilot group 
will be gathering regularly to help shape the future of small 
group ministries here at UIC! We’d love your energy and en-
thusiasm to help get us there! If you are interested in being 
a participant (or even training to become a group leader), 
please reach out to Pr. Justin! 
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Ticket price is $150 per person. This includes cost of the bus, the 
show, and lunch after. 

We will be stopping at Shady Maple on the way home for a late 
lunch. We hope you choose to join us! 

We will be meeting at Milton Lutheran Church, 1125 Mahoning 
St. in Milton, at 7:15am. 

Sign-ups are due March 2nd.  You can signup at UIC on the bulle-
tin board in the fellowship hall or you can contact Terri in the 
office to signup. 

Payment is due by March 16th. Please make check out to Milton 
Lutheran Church, mem line “Sight and Sound” and mail to : 
Milton Lutheran Church: 1125 Mahoning St., Milton PA 17847 

JOSHUA BUS TRIP 

Wednesday, April 15th 
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    Allen and Kathy Loss 3/16/01 

Jeff and Donna Byerly 3/18/15 

Brandon and McKenzie Baker 3/25/20 

Krista Wirth 3/2 

Wade Cooley 3/9 

Michael Ketchem 3/15 

Blayzze Baker 3/16 

Dave Davies 3/22 

Alyasdair Stark 3/26 

Brad Catherman 3/26 

Chad Cromwell 3/29 

Julie Rowe 3/31 

Kay 
Hilkert 

Kay Hilkert, 84, of Lewisburg, died February 4, 2026 at home. Kay 
was born on July 22, 1941 in Lewisburg to the late Ernest R. and 
Ethel A. (Murray) Hilkert. She was a graduate of Milton High 
School. Kay was a member of United In Christ Lutheran Church, 
Lewisburg. Surviving are her sister and brother-in-law, Joyce and 
Bill Tuttle, of Harrisburg.  

A Memorial Service will be held at UIC on March 15 at 12:30pm. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change. 
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell at 
the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 
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LET US KNOW
 Please let us know when you are in the hospital or 

have an upcoming surgery. Call the church office at 

570-568-2254 to let us know.  Please do not assume 

that if you tell someone in church that the office or 

pastor will find out.   

Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if you contact Pastor Jus-

tin or the church office directly.   

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Ron Baker, family and friends of Brenda 

Bowser, family and friends of Harold Danowsky Sr., Rose Stitzel, 
Jayne, Patrick Moseley, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette 
Baker, Mark Rabuck, Bob Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Did you leave something at 
church? Check out the LOST 
AND FOUND bin on the shelve 
by the restroom in the fellow-
ship hall. 

Join us for our family-focused faith formation experience on Sun-
day, March 1st at Christ’s in Lewisburg and Sunday, March 15th at 
UIC. The experience has something for all kids from K-6 as well as 
adult formation to accompany the lessons the kids are learning! 
Plus, each gathering ends with a free meal! 

Don’t have kids in the age group but 
still want to help the program?  

Join us for our Adult roundtable while the kids are in their group! 
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UIC will be collecting EASTER CANDY, please no chocolates. 

Please place donations in the box in the Narthex labeled 

“EASTER CANDY”. 

We will meet on Friday, April 3rd at 9am in the Fellowship Hall 

to fill the plastic eggs. Please join us!! 

Filling Eggs: Friday, April 3 @ 9am 
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SOCIAL HOUR AFTER WORSHIP 
Social Hour is a time for us to stay connect-
ed with each other while enjoying a light 
snack. If your last name begins with one of 
the letters listed for that Sunday’s Social 
Hour, please bring a snack to share and 
help in the kitchen during Social Hour.   

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship 

hall. Please let us know what you plan to bring or contact Terri in 

the office to signup. 
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Souper Bowl food donations were dropped off at Panther Packs, 
St. Andrew's UMC in Milton. We had a total of 972 donations col-
lected. Mark Rabuck used one of his 2026 Thrivent Action Team 
Grants of $250 which provided over 250 items in this total. 

Here is a rundown of the items collected:  

244 Applesauce Cups 

206 Oatmeal Packs 

110 Ramen Noodles 

86 Chef Boyardee/Soup 

174 Pudding Cups 

67 Mac & Cheese Cups 

33 Peanut Butters 

32 Peanut Butter Cracker Pks. 

12 Fruit Cups 

8 Tuna Pouches 

Thank you for donating!! 
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UPCOMING DIAPER PANTRY 
March 14, 2026 at 10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child.   

Newborn to size 6 

 

UIC and MLC got to help pack the items that we donated to Mil-

ton Panther Packs on February 11th.  
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LENTEN BRUNCH 
You’re invited to join us as we dig deeper into our Lenten Wor-
ship Series "Tell me Something Good". Together, CELC, UIC and 
MLC will delve into our weekly theme and enjoy some great food 
together. Our discussions will be led by Pastors Justin, Katy, and 
Gary.  

Thursdays from Feb. 26th- March 26th  
11am at Silver Moon restaurant in Lewisburg.  

UIC LENTEN OFFERING 
Lenten offerings will go to UIC’s Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. The 
fund is managed by Pastor Justin and is used for aid requests 
from members of the church and the community.  

In 2025, the fund distributed $1,338 in aid. The Pastor’s Discre-
tionary Fund currently has a balance of $536.79. 
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SENIOR EXPRESS FOOD BOXES 



24  



25  

PRAYER CHAIN 
Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 
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FINANCE: Kathy Arndt(c), Karen Baker, Jared Rutt 

HOME COMMUNION: Kathy Guffey, Michelle Shearer, Bob and 

Trudy Swartz. 

OAKS: Terri Cromwell(c), Kathy Arndt, Ruby Baker, Sherry 

Bingaman, Shirley and Ted McPherrin, Jane Mertz, Gwen 

Murphy, Lisa Rabuck 

OUTREACH: Michelle Shearer(c), Heather Allegar, Kathy Arndt, 

Ruby Baker, Sherry Bingaman, Kathy Guffey, Al Stark 

PROPERTY: Randy Sprenkle(c), Ken Criswell, Dave Baker, 

Elwood Brown, Scott Danowsky, Mark Rabuck, Tim Stitzel 

RICH HUFF: Shirley McPherrin(c), Kathy Arndt, Kim Criswell, 

Kathy Guffey, Jane Mertz, Michelle Shearer, Sharon Weiser 

SENIOR EXPRESS: Sherry Bingaman(c), Ruby Baker, Garrett 

Glathar, Ted and Shirley McPherrin, Rowe Family, Michelle 

Shearer, Bob and Trudy Swartz, Warren Shipe  

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Pastor Justin(c), Terri Cromwell, Marilyn 

Gresh, Sue Keifer, Rosemary Kling, Connie Shreck, Sharon Weiser 
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NAME: (from) ______________________________________________  

IN MEMORY OF:  

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF:  

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Easter Flowers Order Form 
Order Deadline: Sunday, March 15th.   

Pansies ~ 4” pot  ______  x    $3.50  = $__________ 

Tulips ~ 6” pot ______ x   $11.25  = $__________ 

Mini Daffodils ~ 6” pot ______ x   $11.25  = $__________ 

Daffodils ~ 8” pot ______ x   $14.50  = $__________ 

Lilies ~ 6” pot ______ x   $14.50  = $__________ 

  Total $__________ 

The following will  be printed in the Easter Bulletin.  
Please write legibly.  

You may take your plants home after worship on Easter Sunday.   
Any plants left at the church will be given away. 
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