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Welcome to our church!

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting,
and that you will experience God’s presence here.
May God bless you during worship today.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
Please see a greeter.

ELEVATOR
Please see a greeter.

REST ROOMS
Downstairs across from the church office.

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE
In fellowship hall family restroom.

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor
Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator and OAKS Senior Center Director
Office: 570-568-2254
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director

United In Christ’s Mission Statement:
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor
God and neighbor through worship, learning, service,
prayer, stewardship and invitation.

United In Christ Lutheran Church = 570-568-2254 x www.unitedinchristlutheran.net




WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
OPENING DIALOGUE

Behold, now is the acceptable time. Today is the day of God’s
salvation.
We tremble in fear and anticipation at the nearness of a
God so great and powerful.

Return with all your heart, with weeping, fasting, and mourning.
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love.

Be reconciled to God, through Christ Jesus, and receive a new and
right spirit within.
We will fast and pray as an inner discipline, preparing
ourselves for faithful discipleship.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust
the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call
forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face
our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST READING 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10

%S0 we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be
reconciled to God. **For our sake God made the one who knew
no sin to be sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

6 'As we work together with him, we entreat you also not to
accept the grace of God in vain. > For he says,

“At an acceptable time | have listened to you, and on a day of
salvation | have helped you.”

Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of
salvation! *We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God
we have commended ourselves in every way: in great
endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beat‘ings,
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ®n purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, “truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; %n honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors and yet are true, %as unknown and yet are well known,
as dying and look—we are alive, as punished and yet not
killed, "as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making
many rich, as having nothing and yet possessing everything.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSIVE READING PSALM 51:1-17

! Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin.
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*For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, you alone, have | sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.

> Indeed, | was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived
me.
® You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me
wisdom in my secret heart.

’ Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow.
% Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
crushed rejoice.

° Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
1% create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and
right spirit within me.

1 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your
holy spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me
a willing spirit.

B Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will
return to you.
“ peliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your
deliverance.

>0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
® For you have no delight in sacrifice; if | were to give a
burnt offering, you would not be pleased.

Y The sacrifice acceptable to Godis a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 6" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from
your Father in heaven.

24So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so
that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, * so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. °But whenever you pray, go into
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

®«and  whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others
that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. 'But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your
face, ®so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
put store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 2!For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 601

Savior, When in Dust to You

1 Sav-ior, when in dust to you low we bow in hom-age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de - spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,

when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes;
by your days of deep dis - tress in the sav - age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,

1 L1 3
I

oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for us be - low,
by the dread, mys - te - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow’r,

by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - ri - fice,
oh, from earth to heav’n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord,
ax

- ;Ha—él. » 'ﬁ\d

0 | | l . : .
— ] ] i i — T i —] + 'E
< Y 3
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - v'ring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
| £ fo
e —sfsgr
S LI J : : ID__ 11 1] L
I | £ | I ' I
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INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time
of remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life
in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for
repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience
joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us
from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy
the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends
against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God
and neighbor. | invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent —
self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial
giving and works of love — strengthened by the gifts of word and
sacrament. Let us continue our journey these forty days to the
great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another, and before the
whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our
fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
have not forgiven as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.
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We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy
that have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of
other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share
the faith that is in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who
differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern
for those who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence,
reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are
we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

All are invited to come forward
to receive ashes, as you desire.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of you Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sin through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence. Let
us pray for the world and its needs.

Prayers continue with each petition ending:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical
contact with which you are comfortable.

Please fill out an Attendance Card,
and place the card in an offering plate.

OFFERING

You are invited to place your offering in one of the
plates as they are passed or to make use of our
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning
the QR code to the right. You may also place your
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button.

OFFERTORY HYMN
Refrain
6 1>y, oy by,
Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
zé,!j“j).i,bvio E‘DJ‘JJ; 1
Change my heart, O  God; may | be like you.
(SRS S
You are the pot - ter I am the clay.
- Wi g TN
Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we

present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out

your presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

S E—— ———F—
e e e R S S ST =

in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to
you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,
your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection
of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace
our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Thanks be to God.
0y . ‘ .
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. amb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have
04 . . .
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
04 . . | l
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive
communion are invited to receive a blessing.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

0 | ,
[ A/ T " I I — ] I {
& I ] I 1] ] r i I d'
P I - =5 i. 1 I ' 1
1 O Lord,now let your ser - vant de - part in heav'n-ly peace,
[ 9 |JD T s I I | s | — | PR
|7 4% I-V\ | 11 I I = 1 ] I ] ] 1 1 I
et
< v -
for I have seen the glo - ry of your re - deem - ing grace:
0 T i T f  — —
N 1 T 1 ] 1 T L I I T |
P} I ' I 1 1 1 4 1
a light to lead the na - tionsun - to your ho - ly hill,
[ Q 1‘9 T M I I =1 | m— | n I Il |
b1l e 11 I I | — Y ] I I ] I 1 I I Il |
d | | I I |t ] |
e e e s e e e e et S s P |
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the glo - ry of your peo - ple, your cho-sen Is - ra - el
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Embodied God, at your table we have tasted the goodness of
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the
world with your love.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

God the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and
the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 793
Be Thou My Vision
[ ¢ I
L I | I - 1
e b L T [ — i L] i L J_d d
“';F‘if' — " E— — —— I  —— P " ——
b o = N -
1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
I g :}7 1 || — ]I i — 1
sl I| | E- 5—_‘—+IF'_"' . ___'"!
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou wi me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O heav - en'’s Sun!
[ I
T T T 1
| i ] | —— — T i i - T " | T 11 i i |
p) d 1 T . L4 = =
B
thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heant of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
| 9 IL il Il 1 | o | Il 1 —
- 1 I | L1 L | 11 1 |
@ — — H—r—v—F— I p — bk i
- ! i - - & =
wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for
evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L. Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of
Onelicense, license #A712349. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Feb. 18 Feb. 22
thggzrgf Justin Justin
Social Hour _ E-K
Bread/Wine R. Baker S. Weiser
Altar Guild T. Cromwell K. Guffey
Digital Host K. Guffey M. Shearer
Front Door B. Swartz ML Keifer
Greeter T Swartz R Kling
ngeeDtg?r T. McPherrin B. Keifer
Lector J. Rutt B. Swartz
T. Cromwell B. Swartz
Ushers L. Rabuck T. Swartz
M. Rabuck B. Troxell
M. Shearer K. Amdt
Communion ML Keifer D. Murphy
Asst. B. Swartz C. Robuck
sl _ M. Rabuck
Offering R. Baker L. Rabuck
Counter K. Guffey J. Rutt

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you.
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Join us for the start of a new Lenten
s study series: Making Sense of the Cross!
' ! Beginning on Tuesday, February 24"
6:30pm, we will gather weekly with

, neighbors from CELC and MLC here at
Making Sense . R

the Cross | UIC for a video series that explores how

the cross has been understood over time
and how we might understand it as
Christians today!

For those interested, we invite you to
pick up a copy of the accompanying par-
t|C|pant book to read at home each week. Copies are $15 each
and can be ordered using the signup sheet in the fellowship
hall!

From the publisher: Listen in on a conversation between two
people having an open and candid discussion about the cross.
One assumes the role of teacher or coach, someone who has had
the time and opportunity to study the faith in some depth. The
other is curious, knows a little bit about the faith, and brings a
lot of questions: So what’s with the cross? What does the cross
say about God? What’s the big deal? Did Jesus have to die?

UIC LENTEN OFFERING

Lenten offerings will go to UIC’s Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. The
fund is managed by Pastor Justin and is used for aid requests
from members of the church and the community.

In 2025, the fund distributed $1,338 in aid. The Pastor’s Discre-
tionary Fund currently has a balance of $536.79.

United In Christ Lutheran Church « 570-568-2254 x www.unitedinchristlutheran.net

19



Lutheran Church

1875 Churches Rd. Lewisburg, PA 17837
570-568-2254

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Sundays at 10am

THE REV. JUSTIN G. LINGENFELTER

CHURCH OFFICE
Open Mon. - Thur. 8:00am - 2:00pm
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net

VISIT US AT
Website: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC




