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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living wa-
ter, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
 Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in 
your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, 
you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us 
water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent 
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you show-
er us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in 
this font, and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who 
thirst, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living 
water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN           ELW 423 

Shall We Gather at the River 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 
who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 
daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                    ISAIAH 42:1-9 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice 
to the nations. 2He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it 
heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth jus-
tice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 
walk in it: 6I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a cove-
nant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that 
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord; that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the for-
mer things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; be-
fore they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

The Word of the Lord.      
 Thanks be to God! 

RESPONSIVE READING                                   PSALM 29 

1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory 
and strength.  
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship 
 the Lord in holy splendor. 

3The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thun-
ders, the Lord, over mighty waters.  
 4The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is 
 full of majesty. 
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5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the 
cedars of Lebanon.  
 6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf and Sirion like a young 
 wild ox. 

7The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord 
 shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl and strips the 
forest bare, and in his temple all say, “Glory!”  
 10The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits  
 enthroned as king forever. 

11May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless 
his people with peace! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING        MATTHEW 3:13-17 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be bap-
tized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus an-
swered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Je-
sus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, sud-
denly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
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descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.”  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY           ELW 304 

Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the 
earth, our home. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Merciful God, 
 Receive our prayer 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers 
us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness 
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name 
of the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of  

physical contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Together let us pray.  
 God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what 
 you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this 
 meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what 
 we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
 near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the lead-
ing of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of 
the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn: 
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are 
you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and 
in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. Blessed are 
you for Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for your 
Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in 
his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill 
us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Come to the table; taste and see.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Together let us pray,  
 Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus 
 Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have 
 drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with de
 light, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
 and  bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and 

tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN          ELW 310 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 

 

LET US KNOW
Please let us know when you are in the hospital or 
have an upcoming surgery. Call the church office at 
570-568-2254 to let us know. Please do not assume 
that if you tell someone in church that the office or 
pastor will find out. Because of confidentiality issues, 

it’s best if you contact Pastor Justin or the church office directly.   
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Alli Arndt 1/11 

Brandon Wirth 1/13 

Linda Danowsky 1/15 

Shanna Martz 1/16 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Rose Stitzel, Scott Cutter, Brenda Bow-

ser, Elwood Brown, Sandy Brown, Debbie, Jayne, Daniel 
Danowsky, Melissa, Patrick Moseley, Gigi Pray, Ted McPherrin, 
Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, Mark Rabuck, Bob 
Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 
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IMPORTANT LINKS 

For easy access, bookmark these pages on 

your computer or add the page to your tab-

let or smartphone’s home screen.   

UIC's website:  www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Sermons and Bulletins:  Print the Sunday bulletin so you 

can follow along at home. You can also view past sermons. 

www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship 

Church Calendar: Stay up-to-date on everything that’s 

happening at UIC.  

www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar  

Online Giving: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/ 

Newsletter Archive: Read current and past newsletters. 

www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter 

Facebook Page:  

 www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/ 

 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedinchristlutheran.net%2Fsermons&h=ATNy5K68wqpiFttP3RTTWUu9jKo8GSsos3ThXa9y1qI1hD6XA5qsxMz528OxJ7MhJyfoV6LhjRKwO5zbCiKCxbjydsVKHPNUzyxJm-dFiZRI1ydzvzNbydzdiYvOtpOPa92dA0JsHhQIf3ty5s0sajg4OsN4cElBQJqssAdxw-tp
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




