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Welcome to our church!

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting,
and that you will experience God’s presence here.

May God bless you during worship today.

Ol )
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
Please see a greeter.

ELEVATOR
Please see a greeter.

REST ROOMS
Downstairs across from the church office.

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE
In fellowship hall family restroom.

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator and OAKS Senior Center Director
Office: 570-568-2254
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director

United In Christ’s Mission Statement:
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor
God and neighbor through worship, learning, service,
prayer, stewardship and invitation.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
OPENING DIALOGUE

Come! Look upon the baby Jesus, cradled in the arms of his
mother.
Seeing this wondrous sight, may our hearts be comforted
and our spirits filled with peace.

Come! Listen to choirs of angels announcing good news to all people.
Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing: Glory to God in
the highest!

Come! Receive this ancient story in your heart, not as history but
as a gift.

Opening our hearts to this great mystery, may Christ be born

in us today.

GATHERING CAROL ELW 288

Good Christian Friends Rejoice
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I Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!

ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.

Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
I Q ; — — — T ; n
A . T  N—— - - 7 1 } i |
gg)y ) T [d * 4 ) o o 1

Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!

Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!

Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all
the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING LUKE 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. ’This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to
their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and fami-
ly of David. ’He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. *While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest
room.

REFLECTION

Luther’s reflections on the birth of Jesus
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CAROL ELW 276

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low-1ly, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herds keep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox - en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!
SECOND READING LUKE 2:8-16

®Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. °Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 'to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. **This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” *And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “*“Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!”
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BWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” *So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph and the child lying in the manger.

REFLECTION

Luther’s reflections on the shepherds and angels
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While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
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1 While shep - herds watched their flocks by  night, all
2 “Fear not,” said he, for might - y dread had
3 “To you, in Da - vid’s town  this day, is
4 “The heav’n - ly babe you there shall find to
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seat - ed on the ground, the an - gel of the
seized their trou - bled  mind: “Glad tid - ings of great
born of Da - vid’s line the Sav - ior, who is
hu - man view dis - played, all hum - bly wrapped in
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Lord came down, and glo - ry shone a - round.
joy I bring to you and hu - man - kind.
Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign:
swath - ing bands, and in a man - ger laid.”
THIRD READING MATTHEW 2:1-12

YIn the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” *When
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King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him, “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been
written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is
to shepherd my people Israel.” ”

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. *Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go
and pay him homage.” *When they had heard the king, they set
out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in
the east, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. **When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. on entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 2And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

REFLECTION

Luther’s reflections on Herod and the wise men
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CAROL ELW 300

The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the .. north-west, o'er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in... the east .. be-yond .. them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem .. it took .. its rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . . . in -  ftent, and to fol - low the
did both stop ... and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his ... pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el Born is the King of Is - ra-el
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FOURTH READING JOHN 1:1-5, 14-18

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. “He was in the beginning with God. 3All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being %in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of
whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me be-
cause he was before me.” ”) *®From his fullness we have all re-
ceived, grace upon grace. YThe law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥No one has
ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

REFLECTION

Luther’s reflections on the Word made flesh

g
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem,how still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-ly, how si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
ey e 4
A e
9 — = i | i T s T

f

&

£

A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to- night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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APOSTLE’S CREED

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for

the church, creation, and all who are in need.
Prayers continue with each petition ending:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our
prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and

eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical
contact with which you are comfortable.

Please fill out an Attendance Card,
and place the card in an offering plate.

OFFERING

You are invited to place your offering in one of the
plates as they are passed or to make use of our
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning
the QR code to the right. You may also place your
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/qiving
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button.

OFFERING SONG

£

2 hy lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
0

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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OFFERING PRAYER

Together let us pray,
God of glory, great are you wonders among us and many
are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts
for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth
may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom
we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

&
VY&
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are
you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and
in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. Blessed are
you for Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son
Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among

us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his

death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

14
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill
us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has
promised.
Thanks be to God.

El
e
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COMMUNION

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive
communion are invited to receive a blessing.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.
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TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure
this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence.
Move us to discover the wonders of your love. Through Christ
born in us.

Amen

BENEDICTION

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and
abundant life. May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms en-
fold you with love and strength. May the Word that angels pro-
claimed in song bring harmony to our world. And the blessing of
almighty God, the Father, the = Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.

Amen.

g
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SENDING SONG ELW 290

Go Tell It On the Mountain

Refrain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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Today’s altar flowers are given
to the Glory of God
in memory of Marie Tanner
by Dave and Michelle Davies.

> e

After worship please join us in the fellowship hall
for coffee and refreshments.

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license
#SBL09796L. Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of Onelicense, license #A712349. Scripture quotations are
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
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What’s Happening at UIC

Sun, Dec. 28  LESSONS AND CAROLS

PAJAMA SUNDAY
Worship, 10am
Social Hour, 11:15am
OFFICE CLOSED ALL WEEK
Fri, Jan. 2 Delivery from Food Bank

Sun, Jan. 4 Worship, 10:00am

Social Hour, 11:15am

Faith Lab @ CELC, 4:30pm
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Ted and Shirley McPherrin 1/3/76

v oo v W W ow
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Ed Snyder 12/30
Nancy Baker 12/31
Grady Rowe 12/31
Gwynn Rowe 12/31
Kate Haussmann 1/2
Talia Tyrell 1/2

!

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please call the church office with these dates.
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S
PRAYER LIST

PRAYER REQUESTS: Scott Cutter, Brenda Bowser, Elwood
Brown, Sandy Brown, family and friends of Shirley Russell, Deb-
bie, Jayne, Daniel Danowsky, Melissa, Patrick Moseley, Gigi Pray,
Ted McPherrin, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette Baker, Mark
Rabuck, Bob Keifer.

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to be
a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know.

UNITED IN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
INVITES YOU TO

JOIN US AT RUSTY RAIL
6:00 PM ON
JANUARY 7 AND 21

United In Christ Lutheran Church « 570-568-2254 x www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
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Everyone, please bring a
wrapped S5 gift and

Saturday, January 17 a snack to share.

@ 6:00 pm.

at Christ’s Lutheran Church

‘--I‘ ‘

DECEMBER 28TH @ Wear your PJs to church for
Worship at 10:00am LESSONS Bt CAROLS!

22 United In Christ Lutheran Church + 570-568-2254 + www.unitedinchristlutheran.net




WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Dec. 28 Jan. 4 Jan. 11
st Justin Justin Justin
Social Hour L-R S-Z A-D
Bread/Wine S. Weiser M. Catherman K. Guffey
Altar Guild S. Keifer M. Catherman K. Guffey
Digital Host B. Guffey D. Murphy M. Shearer
Front Door C. Robuck K. Guffey Catherman
CGreeter D. Robuck ML Keffer Family
ST G eier B. Kefer R. Kiing
Lector B. Swartz R. Baker B. Catherman
T. McPherrin K. Amdt T. Cromwell
J. Mertz D. Baker B. Guffey
Ushers
B. Swartz K. Baker T. McPherrin
T. Swartz K. Criswell S. McPherrin
Communion M. Keifer M. Shearer B. Swartz
Asst. C. Robuck S. Weiser D. Baker
et M. Mertz K. Noll M. Rabuck
Offering K. Guffey B. Guffey P. Hauck
Counter J. Rutt M.Rabuck | M. Shearer

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell

at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you.

United In Christ Lutheran Church

x+ 570-568-2254

www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
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Lutheran Church

1875 Churches Rd. Lewisburg, PA 17837
570-568-2254

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Sundays at 10am

THE REV. JUSTIN G. LINGENFELTER

CHURCH OFFICE
Open Mon. - Thur. 8:00am - 2:00pm
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net

VISIT US AT
Website: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC




