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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
 

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator and OAKS Director 
 Office: 570-568-2254      
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, 
and our keeper. 
 Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 
God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God,  
 We are your stiff necked people. We trample on the 
 needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn 
 away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our 
 sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
 found. 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 

been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN          ELW 855 

Crown Him with Many Crowns 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to 
you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this 
world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                     COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and 
patience, joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation, 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSIVE READING                                         PSALM 46 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
 should change, though the mountains shake in the 
 heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah  
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city 
 of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
God will help it when the morning dawns.  
 6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms 
totter;  he utters his voice; the earth melts.  

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah  
 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what 
 desolations he has brought on the earth.  

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he 
breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the  
shields with fire.   
 10 “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted 
 among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING                              LUKE 23:33-43 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one 
on his left. [[34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 35And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he 
is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him 
and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and 
us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And 
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what 
we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
in your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      ELW 431 

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
 Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

 Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 



11  

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.    
 Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what 
 you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the 
 uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
 us. Multiply what we  have gathered to bless all who are 
 suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen 

file:///C:/Users/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath.  
 We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  
 We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human 
life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the 
poor; with us now.  
 We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  
 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal 
of mercy. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
 O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and 
 appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and 
 to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in 
 Jesus’ name. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ 
bless you now and forever.  

 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 854 

Blessing and Honor 
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After worship please join us in the  

fellowship hall for coffee and refreshments. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Bob and Sue Keifer  11/25/61 

Mike and Jane Mertz  11/28/81 

 

Woody Warren 11/28 

Danielle Murphy 11/30 

John Russell 11/30 

What’s Happening at UIC 



20  

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: family and friends of 

Shirley Russell, Daniel Danowsky, Melissa, Emma, 
Dan McDavitt, Rick Diamond, Connie Shreck, Vicki 
Bowersox, family and friends of Rick Guffey, 
Bertie Danowsky, Patrick Moseley, Gigi Pray, Ted 
McPherrin, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, Annette 
Baker, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The pray-
er chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like 
to be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know.  

CONGREGATION MEETING  
We are currently accepting nominations for council members.  
If you would like to nominate someone, or yourself, you may 
do so by either contacting a current member of council or 
Pastor Justin. 

On Sunday, November 23rd we will hold our annual congrega-
tional meeting. At the meeting we will vote on the 2026 
spending plan proposal and elect council members.  The meet-
ing will take place immediately following worship service.  All 
members are encouraged to attend.  

The 2026 spending plan proposal can be found in the fellow-
ship hall on the bulletin board. 
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If you are planning on attending, please add your name and how 
many are coming to the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall or contact Terri in the office at 570-568-2254. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




