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Dear United In Christ, 

Are you familiar with the concept of schadenfreude? It’s a noun 
imported from German (in case the spelling didn’t make that 
clear) that refers to taking pleasure or finding satisfaction in 
someone else’s misfortune. In its most literal sense, it is “harm 
(Schaden) joy (freude).” It’s what I think fueled the craze around 
America’s Funniest Videos; after all, who doesn’t get a kick out of 
watching a dad get whacked by a blindfolded toddler swinging a 
piñata stick or a snow tuber taking out a TV reporter down the 
slope? It’s a sensation we’ve managed to make go viral with fun-
ny clips of people tripping/falling/slipping in any number of un-
likely environments! 

While the lighthearted stuff is all well and good, there is ad-
mittedly a more sinister side to such cultural schadenfreude. It’s 
tucked away into the smug satisfaction we get at seeing that 
coworker finally get their comeuppance. It wells up in us as the “I 
tried to tell you” starts to form on our lips in response to the 

Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous and regarded others with con-
tempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other peo-
ple: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax col-
lector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven 
but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather 
than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 
all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Luke 18:9-14 
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news being brought to us by the friend or family member. It 
gleefully rejoices when we see the headline that someone on 
the other side of the aisle finally got what we felt was coming. 

But I’m also pretty sure this is precisely what Jesus was trying to 
nip in the bud with his parable here. You can hear the schaden-
freude rising up in the Pharisee’s comparative analysis: “Thank 
you, God, that I am not like those other people! I’ve got the lofty 
course!” His so-called prayer seems more of a gloating session 
than anything else! Yet, for all of his perceived accomplishments 
and pious acts, Jesus says it is not he who is justified, but rather 
the far-off tax collector beating his breast in self-aware humility. 
An awareness of his own shortcomings and foibles – a humble 
confession of his own sin – is rendered as the more justified pos-
ture by Jesus. 

Maybe this is the corrective measure we need as well. It’s easy, 
it seems, to let the schadenfreude take root in us given the fer-
tile ground of our dog-eat-dog values in this world with its com-
peting systems and structures. It’s easy to stand and gloat over 
others when we feel like we’ve made it where others have fallen 
short. But here (particularly in this month of Reformation) we 
are reminded that we are called to not delight in one another’s 
misfortune, but to work for one another’s good. We are duly re-
minded that, freed by the grace of God that comes as a gift for 
you and me alike, we are no different from one another.  

As our weekly confession reminds us, you and I and every neigh-
bor around us have fallen short of the glory of God; we’re stand-
ing on the same level ground. Here in this level place, there is no 
longer room for schadenfreude or its cousin, self-righteous satis-
faction. Here in this level place, finding ourselves equal recipi-
ents of the grace and love and forgiveness of God, we are turned 
outward into a humble self-aware service toward the neighbors 
beside us. Here in this level place, we are robbed of any grounds 
to thank God that we are not like them (whoever they might be), 
but are drawn into new relationship by the God claiming us each 
in turn. 
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May this month, therefore, draw you into such Godly ground. As 
we prepare to commemorate the gifts of being re-formed, may 
we do so by seeing our neighbors anew. May we grow in such an 
awareness of shared identity and shared reception of God’s gifts. 
May we be a part of the response that bridges the gap between 
Pharisee and tax collector and builds a stronger shared humanity 
in God’s care. May we put away the schadenfreude in favor of 
the true joy of Christ made real with each neighbor we greet in 
grace. 

Yours, united in Christ, 



7  

GIFTED STEWARDS SERIES 

Join us for our four-week worship series (September 21 – Octo-

ber 12) focusing in on the ways in which we can be stewards of 

the gifts God has given us! Together, we will reflect on the ways 

in which we return our time, talent, treasure, and thanks to God 

and to the community in Christ! See you there! 
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John and Jen Sheaffer 10/6/01 

Chris Lee and Dawn Warren 10/10/11 

Randy and Kristin Sprenkle  10/14/00 

Jeff and Tina Snyder 10/15/94 

Tom and Marilyn Gresh 10/18/69 

Aaron and Beth Guffey 10/28/17 

Linda Caris 10/1 

Cheryl Robuck 10/5 

Shirley Russell 10/10 

Ella Catherman 10/12 

Ruby Baker 10/20 

Kelsey Lingenfelter 10/20 

Lizzie Sprenkle  10/22 

Dylan Cromwell 10/23 

Jaxon Baker 10/24 

Mel Baker 10/25 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change. 
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell at 
the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 
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SENIOR EXPRESS FOOD BOXES 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S PRAYER LIST 
PRAYER REQUESTS: family and friends of Rick Guffey, family 

and friends of Diane Gottlieb, Bertie Danowsky, Patrick 
Moseley, Gigi Pray, Ted McPherrin, Bob Troxell, Eugene Bain, 
Annette Baker, Carol Troxell, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob 
Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know, be 
sure you tell her if you would like phone calls or emails. 
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BIBLE WITH BONHOEFFER STUDY 
We will continue with out five-week study series on Wednesday, 
October 1st and 8th at 6:30pm as we dive into scripture along-
side the life and convictions of 20th century Lutheran pastor, theo-
logian, and martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Formed in the decades 
following WWI and living as a German during the rise of Nazism 
and onset of WWII, Bonhoeffer developed works that provide 
deeply impactful insight into the convictions of faith as they met 
the realities of the troubled world around him. Each week we will 
dive into scripture together while using reflections from Bon-
hoeffer’s works to continue wrestling with the meaning of faith in 
the world! We hope you will join us for study and reflection! 
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Join us for our family-focused faith formation experience. We 
will be gather every first and third Sunday of the month; first 
Sundays will be at Christ’s Lutheran in Lewisburg and third Sun-
days here at UIC! The experience has something for all kids from 
K-6 as well as adult formation to accompany the lessons the kids 
are learning! Plus, each gathering ends with a free meal! 

Don’t have kids in the age group but 
still want to help the program?  

We need people to host the meal portion of one of the monthly 
gatherings here at UIC! We’d love to have your help along the 
way! Please see the signup sheet in the fellowship hall. 

Please take note: On Sunday, October 19th we will meet earlier 
than usual, 4:00pm, for a shortened Faith Lab then we’ll carpool 
over to the hayride at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pottsgrove. 
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Please signup at church or  
contact the office. 
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We need people to decorate trunks 
 and we need candy. 

You can signup on the bulletin board  
to host a trunk. 

There is a box in the Narthex  
for candy donations. 
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UPCOMING DIAPER PANTRY 
October 11, 2025 at 10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child.   

Newborn to size 6 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Did you leave something at 
church? Check out the LOST 
AND FOUND bin on the 
shelve by the restroom in 
the fellowship hall. 
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FELLOWSHIP: Al Stark(c), Kathy Arndt, Kathy Guffey 

FINANCE: Kathy Arndt(c), Karen Baker, Jared Rutt 

HOME COMMUNION: Kathy Guffey, Michelle Shearer, Bob and 

Trudy Swartz. 

OAKS: Terri Cromwell(c), Kathy Arndt, Ruby Baker, Sherry 

Bingaman, Shirley and Ted McPherrin, Jane Mertz, Lisa Rabuck 

OUTREACH: Michelle Shearer(c), Heather Allegar, Kathy Arndt, 

Ruby Baker, Sherry Bingaman, Kathy Guffey, Al Stark 

PROPERTY: Randy Sprenkle(c), Ken Criswell, Dave Baker, 

Elwood Brown, Scott Danowsky, Mark Rabuck, Tim Stitzel 

RICH HUFF: Shirley McPherrin(c), Kathy Arndt, Kim Criswell, 

Kathy Guffey, Jane Mertz, Michelle Shearer, Sharon Weiser 

SENIOR EXPRESS: Sherry Bingaman(c), Rowe Family, Michelle 

Shearer, Bob and Trudy Swartz, Warren Shipe  

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Terri Cromwell, Marilyn Gresh, Sue Keifer, 

Rosemary Kling, Connie Shreck, Sharon Weiser 
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