
United In Christ 
Lutheran Church 

March 16, 2025 

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter 

Second Sunday in Lent 



2  

Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  
 Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s 
abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One,  
 You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but 
 our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the 
 world. We do not show others the tender compassion you 
 have shown to us. 

 We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you 
 grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you 
 have set us free again and again. 

 We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our 
 lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 

Beloved in Christ,  
God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 

wandering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You 
have a place in God’s house forever.  
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN          ELW 805 

Lead On, O King Eternal! 

APOSTOLIC GREETING    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise 
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, 
and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we 
share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 Amen. 

FIRST READING     PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1 

17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those 
who live according to the example you have in us. 18For many live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 
and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; 
their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may 
be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also 
enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
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41Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my 
beloved. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSIVE READING         PSALM 27 

1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 2When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my 
 adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
 4One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live 
 in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
 the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 
conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on  
a rock.  
 6Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around 
 me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I 
 will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

7Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer 
me! 
 8“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, 
 do I seek. 

9Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away 
in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not 
forsake me, O God of my salvation!  
 10If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take 
 me up. 
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11Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path 
because of my enemies.  
 12Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false 
 witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing 
 out violence. 

13I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living.  
 14Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take 
 courage; wait for the Lord! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL READING                   LUKE 13:31-35                

This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

   31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get 
away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, 
“Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your 
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’”  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 831 

The God of Abraham Praise 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

God, in your mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw fall things together 
in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death  
to life.  
 Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 
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OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

OFFERING PRAYER   

Gracious Provider,  
 you set your immense treasures among us, opening your 
 heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your 
 bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those 
 treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and 
glorify, you we worship and adore. You formed the earth from 
chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded 
us in your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper that the seas, you blessed the Israelites and 
cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, 
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might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called us through the 
life and death of Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Together as one body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup, we remember your Son, the first-born of 
your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 
death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We 
await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through 
your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon 
us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share 
this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
 Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as 
Jesus received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever 
in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
church, now and forever.     
 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION    

The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal  
of gladness.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    



15  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Generous Host,  
 you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send 
 us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
 that your liberating love might nourish the world into 
 freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION   

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the 

reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.      
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 812 

Faith of Our Fathers 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.  
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 

For easy access, bookmark this page on your 
computer or add the page to your tablet or 
smartphone’s home screen.   

Stay up-to-date on everything that’s happening at  UIC, 
visit www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar.  

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Bob Troxell, Sonja Noll, Deb Watts, Eu-

gene Bain, Jacob Brown, Courtney Elder, Sue Keifer, Cheryl 
Stiber, John Oliver, Paul Hilkert, Leroy Baker, Mary Baker, An-
nette Baker, Rachel Lynn, Carol Troxell, Rosemary Fernsler, 
Ryan Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob 
Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 

        
Allen and Kathy Loss 3/16/01 

Jeff and Donna Byerly 3/18/15 

Blayzze Baker 3/16 

Dave Davies 3/22 
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Join us Tuesday nights at 6:30pm this Lent as we dive explore the 

Psalms of Scripture. Together we will hear God’s peoples’ words 

of hope and expectation, of grief and disappointment – every-

thing that God’s people have felt in the wilderness! Come as you 

are, no further materials necessary for this study! This year’s 

study begins on Tuesday, March 11 and will conclude on Tues-

day, April 8! Come and see!  
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Did you leave something at 
church? Check out the LOST 
AND FOUND bin on the 
shelve by the restroom in 
the fellowship hall. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




