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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In worship we tell a story:   
 A story of an unfettered love that changed the world.   

In worship we tell a story:   
 A story of how we live and how we long to live.   

In worship we tell a story:   
 Because we are forgetful people.   

So may we remember who we are.   
 May we release the narratives that trap us.   

May we reimagine this world to see what God sees.   
 And may we work toward restoration.   

It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard.   
 Let us worship holy God.   

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our 
hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Holy God,    
 To restore is to bring back; So today we bring our hearts 
 back to you, our thoughts back to love, and our prayers 
 back to peace. We try to stay in this place, but we 
 confess,  it’s never been that easy for us. We flirt with 
 reconciliation and then back away. We come face-to-face 
 with an opportunity for justice, but get scared. We are 
 offered an opportunity to re-write our story, but we lose 
 our way. Bring us back to this moment. Bring us back to 
 your story where brothers extend grace to one another and 
 even the one who denied it was forgiven. Bring us back. 
 Restore us. Forgive us. Gratefully we pray, amen.   



4  

OPENING HYMN          ELW 712 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

APOSTOLIC GREETING    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
Gracious God,  
Restore our hearts and renew our purpose, just as you did for 
Peter by the shore. Help us to be faithful stewards of all that you 
have given, using our gifts wisely for your kingdom, and trusting in 
your provision. May our generosity and love reflect your grace, as 
we seek to serve you with open hearts,  through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

FIRST READING                               GENESIS 33:1-17 

Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred 
men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel 
and the two maids. 2He put the maids with their children in front, 
then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3He 
himself went on ahead of them, bowing himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near his brother. 4But Esau ran to meet 
him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 
they wept. 

5When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, 
“Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God 
has graciously given your servant.” 6Then the maids drew near, 
they and their children, and bowed down; 7Leah likewise and her 
children drew near and bowed down; and finally Joseph and 
Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8Esau said, “What do 
you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To 
find favor with my lord.” 9But Esau said, “I have enough, my 
brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10Jacob said, “No, 
please; if I find favor with you, then accept my present from my 
hand; for truly to see your face is like seeing the face of God—
since you have received me with such favor. 11Please accept my 
gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with 
me, and because I have everything I want.” So he urged him, and 
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he took it. 12Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will 
go alongside you.” 13But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that 
the children are frail and that the flocks and herds, which are 
nursing, are a care to me; and if they are overdriven for one day, 
all the flocks will die. 14Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, 
and I will lead on slowly, according to the pace of the cattle that 
are before me and according to the pace of the children, until I 
come to my lord in Seir.” 15So Esau said, “Let me leave with you 
some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “Why should 
my lord be so kind to me?” 

16So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 17But Jacob 
journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house, and made 
booths for his cattle; therefore the place is called Succoth. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL READING                          JOHN 21:1-19 

This is the Holy Gospel according to John, the 21st chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by 
the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this 
way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 
the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
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nothing. 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, 
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, 
for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards 
off. 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, 
with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of 
the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 
not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now 
none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because 
they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now 
the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was 
raised from the dead. 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to 
him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, 
I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own 
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 
belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19
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(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 
glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 817 

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain 
hope that your promise is revealed among the people.  
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERING PRAYER   

Holy God,    
There was Eden, and then there was east of Eden; which is all to 
say—this world is not what you intended it to be. You planted  
a garden and dreamed of Sabbath—and it was good. It was so 
very good.   
 However, when we look around today, we know that we 
 have lost our way. So today we bring our hearts, minds, and 
 money back to you in hopes that you will sow good. This is 
 the work of restoration, for we want to be a restoration 
 people. Use these gifts for your hurting world. Restore us to 
 you, oh God. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a 
star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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Jesus was always the guest. In the homes of Peter and Jairus, 
Martha and Mary, Joanna and Susanna, he was always the 
guest. At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled the case 
of the poor, he was always the guest. Upsetting polite company, 
befriending isolated people, welcoming the stranger, he was 
always the guest.  

But here, at this table, he is the host. Those who wish to serve 
him must first be served by him. Those who want to follow him 
must first be fed by him. For this is the table where God intends 
us to be nourished. This is the table where we who are broken 
are made whole. So, come, you who hunger and thirst for a 
deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus Christ, 
who has sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his.  

On the night in which he was betrayed, and as they were sitting 
at a meal, Jesus gave thanks, took a piece of bread and broke it. 
He gave it to the disciples saying, This is my body. It is broken for 
you. Do this to remember me.  

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine, gave thanks 
and said, “This cup is the new relationship with God made 
possible because of my death. Drink this all of you, to remember 
me."   
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So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread and wine, the 
produce of the earth and fruit of human labor. In these, Jesus 
has promised to be present; through these, Christ can make us 
whole. We ask, merciful God, that you send, in kindness, your 
Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine and fill them with 
the fullness of Jesus. Let that same Spirit rest on us, call us 
from the folly of this world, until in wisdom, we conform to 
the shape of him whose food we now share.  

All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. By him, with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, All honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.   
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION    

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Holy God,    
We are not sure what restoration for this world will look like, but 
we’re pretty sure it’ll feel like this—a meal where all are fed, a 
place where all are welcomed, and a table with a seat saved for 
each and every one of us. Remind us of this truth in the coming 
day, and continue to restore all of us to you. Gratefully  
we pray.    
 Amen.   

BENEDICTION   

The God of Love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Sprit, lavish you with 
grace, illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and 
always. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 810 
O Jesus, I Have Promised 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace, fully restored in God’s world!   
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Larissa Shearer 2/3 

Dalton Shearer 2/4 

Delroy Caris 2/5 

Jeffrey Snyder 2/6 

Rick Whitesel 2/8 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Family and friends of Joy 

Lynn Zimmerman, Oscar Trewitz, Leroy Baker, 
Kylee Fawcett, Mary Baker, Annette Baker, Ra-
chel Lynn, Carol Troxell, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan 
Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark Rabuck, Shirley 
Russell, Bob Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 
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SCOUT SUNDAY 

Join us on Sunday, February 9th as we worship with 
all of the Cub and Boy Scouts that meet here every 
week.  We will have a special blessing for the scouts 
and their leaders, and they will be serving as lec-
tors, ushers and greeters that day. 
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LET US KNOW
Please let us know when you are in the 
hospital or have an upcoming surgery. Call 
the church office at 570-568-2254 to let us 
know.  Please do not assume that if you tell 
someone in church that the office or pastor 

will find out. Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if 
you contact Pastor Justin or the church office directly.   
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




