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UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254          
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
  

WORSHIP: SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship/ 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 2:00pm 

Michelle  Shearer……..….President  

Beth Guffey…………Vice President  

Kathy Arndt…………... . . . .Treasurer  

Ruby Baker……………..…Secretary  

Ken Criswell .……………………………  

Kim Criswell .……………………………  

Krist ie  Koch…………………………….  

Randy Sprenkle………………………..  

 

http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship/
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Dear United In Christ, 

The fact that scripture holds within it a myriad of images, descrip-

tions, and titles to help us understand the God whom we profess 

has always been a real gift, I’ve thought. It means that there are 

for us a multitude of ways in which God makes God’s self known, 

which means we have so many descriptions to turn to in the vari-

ous days and seasons of our lives. In scripture, we come to know 

the God who is Almighty, the Merciful, the Great Shepherd, the 

Light, the Word, and the Rock of salvation, refuge, and strength. 

Such a multitude of ascriptions really is quite remarkable, and I 

find that, on different days, I need to hear different truths behind 

each.  

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God 

is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 

in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 

have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 

we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved 

us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sis-

ters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 

must love their brothers and sisters also. 

1 John 4:16-20 
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Standing apart from all of these titles and ascriptions, though, 

I’ve always found myself drawn to this beautifully succinct state-

ment of faith made here in 1 John. In just a few short words, the 

author manages to capture a totality of God’s self that would 

seem otherwise impossible to imagine: God is love. It really is as 

simple as that. In such a plain statement, the author reflects our 

grounding and our calling in this world. Because the God who is 

love chose first to love us, we are given the privilege of going out 

to reflect that same love to the sisters and brothers who sur-

round us. In a series of compounding love reflections, then, we 

each are given glimpses of the God whom we cannot see. 

There’s a holiness in such divine love offered to and reflected 

among God’s people you see. In this month containing a whole 

day dedicated to love, it’s good for us to remember the scope of 

the God who is love abiding with us. In a time and culture where 

the realm of love is reserved only for those we deem worthy to 

instead make way for suspicion and derision of the other, it 

seems we could perhaps use an extra dose of this love that casts 

out fear. Perhaps in this month of love’s celebration, now our 

chance to embody a new way, one paved by the God who is love. 

So, may you keep on loving, United In Christ. Dare to reflect the 

light of God’s abiding love into even the darkest of spaces where 

such love seems least deserved or expected. Find in these reflec-

tions the God who is such love moving among God’s people.  

Yours, united in Christ, 
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Please place your items in the box in the Narthex. 
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Let’s give our college students a big warm hug by blessings them 
with Valentine’s Day Care Packages. We can share with these 
students the message that United In Christ remains a constant in 
their lives and Jesus' love is always present!    

UIC's college students are Owen Arndt, Mya Cromwell, Emma 
Danowsky, Kate Haussmann, Grant Rowe, and Sarah Sprenkle.   

You can place "thinking of you" cards in the box in the Narthex. 
Please make sure you write their name on the card enve-
lope. Monetary donations, or gift cards, can be placed in the 
offering plate. Please write “Valentine’s” on your envelope. 
Monetary donations will be used to purchase gift cards for our 
six students. 

Deadline will be Sunday, February 16th. 
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SENIOR EXPRESS FOOD BOXES 
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Family and friends of Joy 

Lynn Zimmerman, Karen Baker, Oscar Trewitz, 
Leroy Baker, Kylee Fawcett, Mary Baker, Annette 
Baker, Rachel Lynn, Carol Troxell, Rosemary 
Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark 
Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 

Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The prayer 
chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell know. 
Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or an email. 

  

SOCIAL HOUR AFTER WORSHIP 
Social Hour has started back up. 

Social Hour is split up into 4 groups.  

A-D     E-K 

L-R      S-Z 

We will rotate through each of these 4 groups on Sundays. 

When your name falls in that Sunday’s Social Hour please bring a 

snack to share and help in the kitchen during social hour. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 
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Mel and Nancy Baker 2/14/03 

Jack and Cheryl Stiber 2/26/65 

Larissa Shearer 2/3 

Dalton Shearer 2/4 

Delroy Caris 2/5 

Jeffrey Snyder 2/6 

Rick Whitesel 2/8 

Eleanor Brouse 2/14 

Annette Baker 2/19 

Elwood Brown 2/19 

Gwen Murphy 2/19 

Mary Lou Keifer 2/21 

John Heckman 2/25 

HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Did you leave something at 
church? Check out the LOST 
AND FOUND bin on the 
shelve by the restroom in 
the fellowship hall. 
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SCOUT SUNDAY 

Join us on Sunday, February 9th as we worship with 
all of the Cub and Boy Scouts that meet here every 
week.  We will have a special blessing for the scouts 
and their leaders, and they will be serving as lec-
tors, ushers and greeters that day. 
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PRAYER CHAIN 
Scripture instructs us to lift one another up in prayer. The 
prayer chain takes two forms: telephone or email. If you would 
like to be a part of the prayer chain, please let Terri Cromwell 
know.  Make sure you tell her if you would like a phone call or 
an email. 

Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board 
in the fellowship hall.  
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Faith Lab is a new initiative from UIC, MLC, and CELC working 

together to provide programming for kids in pre-k through 5th 

grade. On the second Sunday of each month we will gather for 

Bible study, games, crafts, and (of course) food! We have a 

great group of volunteers already in place to ensure that stu-

dents who gather for Faith Lab will have the chance to break 

out into groups based on their grade levels to steep in the sto-

ries of scripture set for each gathering.  

If you are a family that is interested in participating, go ahead 

and mark the dates for the upcoming year of programming! We 

also encourage you to please scan the QR code here to fill out 

a signup form that will help us prepare as best as possible 

ahead of time. If you know additional families who may be 

interested, please feel free to share the info as well!  

NEXT FAITH LAB 
Our next Faith Lab will be on Sunday, February 16th at UIC. We 

will begin at 4pm and have dinner at 5:30pm. 
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COMBINED LUTHERAN YOUTH GROUP 
Milton Lutheran, United In Christ, and Christ’s Lutheran have 
formed a Combined Lutheran Youth Group. Youth Group is for 
any student in grades 7-12. Youth Group will meet at 6:15pm on 
Sunday, February 16th, after Faith Lab, at UIC. 

If you would like to join, or have questions, please see Pastor Jus-
tin or Pastor Katy. 

UPCOMING DIAPER PANTRY 
February 8, 2025 at 10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child.   

Newborn to size 6 
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MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 

Outreach collects non-perishable food 

items each month.  Your donations get 

delivered to the Our Little Free Pantry 

in West Milton by the gas station across 

from the on ramp to 15. 

During cold month, please do not donate items in 

glass containers since the pantry is open to the 

outside elements.   

Place these items in the basket located in the Narthex.   
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WELCOME AREA IN THE NARTHEX 

In the Welcome Area in the Narthex you will find a 
variety of daily devotionals, UIC’s monthly newsletter, 
quiet bags for children during worship, and the basket 
for food donations which get taken to the food pantry 
in West Milton.   
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LET US KNOW
 Please let us know when you are in the hospital or 
have an upcoming surgery. Call the church office at 
570-568-2254 to let us know.  Please do not assume 
that if you tell someone in church that the office or 
pastor will find out.   

Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if you contact Pastor 
Justin or the church office directly.   
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IMPORTANT LINKS 

For easy access, bookmark these pages on 
your computer or add the page to your 
tablet or smartphone’s home screen.   

UIC's website:  www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Sermons and Bulletins:  Print the Sunday bulletin so you 
can follow along at home. You can also view past ser-
mons. www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship 

Church Calendar: Stay up-to-date on everything that’s 
happening at UIC.  
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar  

Online Giving: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/ 

Newsletter Archive: Read current and past newsletters. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter 

Facebook Page:  
 www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/ 

 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedinchristlutheran.net%2Fsermons&h=ATNy5K68wqpiFttP3RTTWUu9jKo8GSsos3ThXa9y1qI1hD6XA5qsxMz528OxJ7MhJyfoV6LhjRKwO5zbCiKCxbjydsVKHPNUzyxJm-dFiZRI1ydzvzNbydzdiYvOtpOPa92dA0JsHhQIf3ty5s0sajg4OsN4cElBQJqssAdxw-tp
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
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FELLOWSHIP: Al Stark, Kathy Arndt, Kathy Guffey, Jolynn  
Heckman 

FINANCE: Kathy Arndt, Karen Baker, Jared Rutt 

HOME COMMUNION: Annette Baker, Kathy Guffey, Michelle 
Shearer, Bob and Trudy Swartz. 

OAKS: Terri Cromwell, Kathy Arndt, Ruby Baker, Shirley and Ted 
McPherrin, Jane Mertz, Lisa Rabuck 

OUTREACH: Michelle Shearer, Kathy Arndt, Ruby Baker, Donna 
Corazza, Kathy Guffey, Al Stark 

PROPERTY: Ken Criswell, Dave Baker, Elwood Brown, Scott 
Danowsky, Mark Rabuck, Randy Sprenkle, Tim Stitzel 

RICH HUFF: Shirley McPherrin, Kathy Arndt, Kim Criswell, Kathy 
Guffey, Jane Mertz, Michelle Shearer, Sharon Weiser 

SENIOR EXPRESS: Sherry Bingaman, Garrett Glathar, Diane 
Gottlieb, Kathy Guffey, Rosemary Kling, Ted and Shirley 
McPherrin, Rowe Family, Michelle Shearer, Warren Shipe  

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Terri Cromwell, Marilyn Gresh, Sue Keifer, 
Rosemary Kling, Connie Shreck, Sharon Weiser 
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