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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator and OAKS Director 
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
 Amen 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess 
our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

God, our Provider,  
 help us.  
 It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
 your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 
 which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather 
 than trusting you. We take offense at your teaching and 
 your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
 Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life 
 in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God, in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you 
are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there 
is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy, you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life.  
 Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                ELW 660 

Lift High the Cross 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salva-
tion, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant 
that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, 
take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                     ISAIAH 50:4-9A

4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning 
he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The 
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 
turn backwards. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. 9It is the Lord God who helps me; who will de-
clare me guilty?  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING                             MARK 8:27-38 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Phi-
lippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
that I am?’ 28And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and oth-
ers, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ 29He asked them, 
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the 
Messiah.’ 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 
him. 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must under-
go great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disci-
ples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when 
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                ELW 798 

Will You Come and Follow Me? 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 
confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are 
in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Hear us, O God,   
 Your mercy is great. 

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the 
name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.    
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown 
among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what 
we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrec-
tion opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and 
our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us 
your life. 

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and 
beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a 
child. When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to free-
dom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalm-
ists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the 
people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born 
among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the 
city. With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.      
 Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.        
 Amen! 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
 Amen. 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you 
are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our 
hearts and make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with 
hope. 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength 
and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for 
all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life,  the life of 
the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life 
in you, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!  
  Thanks be to God! 
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COMMUNION 

 Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and 
all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to re-

ceive communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion. 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name 
we pray.   
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 
with us, + be upon you now and forever 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN           ELW 774 

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ  
 Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006.  Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L.  Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of OneLi-
cense, license #A712349.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America.   Used by permission.   

UNITED IN CHRIST’S PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for: Gaye Stahl, Katarina Lopez, Mari-
na Gresh, Jane and Dan Ramer, Sharon and 
George Lawer, Chad Cromwell, Carol Troxell, 
Matthew Royer, Dale and Strassner, Rosemary 
Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark 
Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, Viv Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   
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What’s Happening at UIC 

FALL STUDY SERIES: BY HEART 
Join us this fall as we explore our Lutheran heritage in By Heart: 
Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Each week 
we will dive into a key piece of the Catechism that informs our 
Lutheran flavor of theology and practice! This study begins on 
Tuesday, September 10th at 6:30pm and will continue every 
Tuesday through. Special thanks to Sherry Bingaman and Bob 
Swartz who will be leading this study together this year! 

Copies of the participant guide can be purchased on Amazon or 
through the church for $18. See the signup sheet in the fellow-
ship hall to join today! 
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Justin and Nicole Cooley 9/20/14 

Willow Lebarron 9/17 

Sue Keifer 9/17 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




