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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell: Parish Administrator and OAKS Director 
 Office: 570-568-2254      
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
 Amen 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess 
our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

God, our Provider,  
 help us.  
 It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
 your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 
 which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather 
 than trusting you. We take offense at your teaching and 
 your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
 Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life 
 in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God, in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you 
are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there 
is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy, you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life.  
 Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                ELW 879 

For the Beauty of the Earth 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward crea-
tures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, 
and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that 
we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                       JAMES 1:17-27

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own 
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not pro-
duce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordid-
ness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 22But 
be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive them-
selves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 
were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of lib-
erty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who 
act—they will be blessed in their doing. 26If any think they are reli-
gious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled be-
fore God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING                MARK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23                             

This is the Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered around him, 2they noticed that some of 
his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without wash-
ing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless 
they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 
the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless 
they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the 
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; 
7in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradi-
tion.” 

14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, 
all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that 
by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what de-
file.” 21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil inten-
tions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wicked-
ness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  ELW 801 

Change My Heart O God 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 
confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are 
in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Merciful God,   
 receive our prayer. 

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the 
name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 
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OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.    
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown 
among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what 
we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and mer-
ciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day over-
came death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and 
our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us 
your life. 

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and 
beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a 
child. When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to free-
dom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalm-
ists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the 
people your life. 

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born 
among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the 
city. With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.      
 Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.        
 Amen! 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
 Amen. 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you 
are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our 
hearts and make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with 
hope. 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength 
and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for 
all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life,  the life of 
the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life 
in you, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!  
  Thanks be to God! 

COMMUNION 

 Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and 
all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to re-

ceive communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion. 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 



16  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name 
we pray.   
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 
with us, + be upon you now and forever 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN           ELW 534 

Savior Again to thy Dear Name 
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for: Katarina Lopez, Marina Gresh, 
Jane and Dan Ramer, Sharon and George Lawer, 
Chad Cromwell, Carol Troxell, Matthew Royer, 
Dale and Strassner, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan 
Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Rus-
sell, Bob Keifer, Viv Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ  
 Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006.  Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L.  Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of OneLi-
cense, license #A712349.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.   Used by permission.   
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Volunteers and donations are needed.  

Please see the signup sheets on the bulletin 

board in the fellowship hall. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




