
United In Christ 
Lutheran Church 

May 5, 2024 

The Rev. Justin G, Lingenfelter 
 



2  

Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: UIC Pastor 
  

The Rev. Katy Moran: CELC Pastor 
  

Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKS Director 
 Office: 570-568-2254      
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

PRELUDE 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the wellspring of grace, our 
Easter and our joy. 
 Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
 Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what 
God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the begin-
ning your voice thundered over the deep and water became the 
essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The 
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam 
led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into free-
dom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 
boundless baptismal life.  

Look, here is water! 
 Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us 
to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all 
honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   
 Amen.  

Look, here is water! 
 Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING HYMN                ELW 385 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING          ACTS 10:44-48 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speak-
ing in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him 
to stay for several days. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING                  JOHN 15:9-17 

This is the Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my com-
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mandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do 
not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, be-
cause I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giv-
ing you these commands so that you may love one another.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY                ELW 838 

Beautiful Savior 



8  

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good 
news. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

God of grace, 
  hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our 
resurrected and living Lord. 
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
         praise God, all creatures here below; 
  praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
        praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.    
Risen one, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts we 
offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your wit-
nesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
 Amen. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and mer-
ciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to 
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to 
you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to 
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land 
of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Je-
sus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all na-
tions.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died.  
       Christ is risen.  
  Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace 
our table with your presence.  
 Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as 
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send 
us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  
 Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and 
all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O 
God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the 
bread. Come and eat at God’s table.  
  Thanks be to God! 
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COMMUNION 

 Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and 
all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to re-

ceive communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion. 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nour-
ished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to pro-
claim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend.   
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Alleluia Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and 
the Spirit of Easter hope  + bless you now and always. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 880 

O God Beyond All Praising 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006.  Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L.  Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of OneLi-
cense, license #A712349.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America.   Used by permission.   
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Joshua Martz Jr. 5/5 

Mya Cromwell 5/6 

Amber Erb 5/8 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for: Kristopher Ficks, Kristen Spren-
kle, Colten, Kevin Wall, Molly Bingaman, Donna 
Corazza, family and friends of Janet Pursel, fami-
ly and friends of Bob Furman, Linda Mertz, Carol 
Troxell, Eleanor Baker, Doris Frederick, Gail 
Watkins, Diane Gottlieb, Terri Cromwell, Ken 
Baker, Annette Baker, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan 
Hunter, Patrick Mosley, Mark Rabuck, Shirley 
Russell, Bob Keifer, Viv Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   
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YOUTH GATHERING FUNDRAISER  

We are selling Beignets! (ben-yays) These delicious donuts 
are inspired by the beignets that you can find in New 
Orleans, LA. They are covered in powdered sugar and oh 
so delicious!   

 

Pickup and pay for your order on  

Saturday, May 11th between 8am-12pm 

at MLC, 1125 Mahoning St., Milton.  

Order Deadline 
May 9th 

$6 for 6 beignets 

$10 for 12 beignets 

Please see signup sheet 

in the fellowship hall or 

use your cell phone  

camera on the QR code 

below to signup online! 
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LAST DAY TO ORDER PENTECOST GERANIUMS!! 
Order forms are on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
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MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 
Social Ministry collects non-perishable 
food items each week.  Your donations 
get delivered to the Our Little Free Pantry 
in West Milton, by the gas station 
across from the on ramp to 15. 

Place these items in the baskets located in the Narthex.   

Buffalo Valley Conference 

of the Upper Susquehanna Synod ELCA 

Join the Facebook page for Buffalo Valley Conference of 

the Upper Susquehanna Synod ELCA to keep informed 

about upcoming events within our 16 Lutheran churches. 

www.facebook.com/bvcuss/ 

Altar flowers are a beautiful gift to our 
Lord and a wonderful expression of 
our love for God. It honors loved ones 
and gives thanks for special people 
and events in our lives.  

The cost is $35.  

You may take your flowers home with you after service. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bvcuss/


22  

IMPORTANT LINKS 

For easy access, bookmark these pages on your comput-
er or add the page to your tablet or smartphone’s home 
screen.   

UIC's website:  www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Worship and Bulletins:  Print the Sunday bulletin so you 
can follow along.  You can also view past bulletins and 
worship services. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship 

Church Calendar: Stay up-to-date on everything that’s 
happening at UIC. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar  

Online Giving: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/ 

Newsletter Archive: Read current and past newsletters. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/
unitedinchristlutheran 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/ 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedinchristlutheran.net%2Fsermons&h=ATNy5K68wqpiFttP3RTTWUu9jKo8GSsos3ThXa9y1qI1hD6XA5qsxMz528OxJ7MhJyfoV6LhjRKwO5zbCiKCxbjydsVKHPNUzyxJm-dFiZRI1ydzvzNbydzdiYvOtpOPa92dA0JsHhQIf3ty5s0sajg4OsN4cElBQJqssAdxw-tp
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the 
change. If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri 
Cromwell  at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement 
for you. 




