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Welcome to our church! 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
  

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSTION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law in our 
hearts, who draws all people together through Jesus.  
 Amen 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
 we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot 
 break free. We hoard resources while our neighbors are 
 hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence others. We 
 are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our 
 hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things 
 and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 

Here is a flood of grace. Out of love for the whole world. God 
draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our 
wrongs, and restores the promise of life through + Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                ELW 848  

Give to Our God Immortal Praise! 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up 
this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. 
Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Sprit, one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

FIRST READING                         EPHESIANS 2:1-10 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you 
once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler 
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in 
the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else. 

4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 
he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God— 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING                  JOHN 3:14-21 

This is the Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him 
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light 
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 
God.”  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       ELW 666 

What Wondrous Love Is This 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for 
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the 
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
 Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 
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OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless 
these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your 
goodness. Feed us not only with this holy good but with hunger 
for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to 
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to 
you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to 
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, 
your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection 
of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 



12  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 Christ has died.  
  Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again.  

O God of resurrection and new life. Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace 
our table with your presence.  
 Come, Holy Spirit.  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as 
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us 
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  
 Come, Holy Spirit.  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER:  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!  
 Thanks be to God! 

COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 
grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now 
make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the 
Bread of life.  
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God 
bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with 
courage, and + give you peace. 
 Amen. 



15  

SENDING HYMN             ELW 779 

Amazing Grace 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share your bread. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Portions reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006.  Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBL09796L.  Music reprinted from the ELW, by permission of 
OneLicense, license #A712349.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.   Used by permission.   
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Allen and Kathy Loss 3/16/01 

Michael Ketchem 3/15 

Blayzze Baker 3/16 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: McKenzie Baker, Patrick Mosley, 
Ken Criswell, Megan Darzanoff, Ken Baker, Celia 
Warren, Annette Baker, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan 
Hunter, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, 
Viv Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Order forms are on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 

Today is the last day to order Easter flowers. 
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Parables of Jesus Study Series 
Join us at United In Christ for our upcoming Bible Study on Tues-
day evenings beginning on February 20th at 6:30pm through the 
season of Lent! This year we will be journeying through the para-
bles of Jesus alongside Dr. Amy Jill-Levine, the Rabbi Stanley M. 
Kessler Distinguished Professor of New Testament and Jewish 
Studies at Hartford International University for Religion and 
Peace using her series: Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Par-
ables of a Controversial Rabbi. In the wake of an increase of anti-
Semitism and islamophobia, the effects of which even felt here 
in the Susquehanna Valley, the interfaith voice that Dr. Jill-Levine 
brings to these stories from Jesus will be of tremendous value as 
we journey through the wilderness. 

Each week will focus on a new parable with a short video and 
accompanying discussion guide. Copies of the participant guide 
are available through the church office for $10/copy. Even with-
out a copy of the guide, you are invited to join us at any point 
along the way for the study! Come and see! 

From the publisher:  
Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who used 
parables from everyday life to effectively convey his message 
and meaning. Life in first-century Palestine was very different 
from our world today, and many traditional interpretations of 
Jesus' stories ignore this disparity and have often allowed anti-
Semitism and misogyny to color their perspectives.  

In Short Stories by Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine analyzes these 
"problems with parables" taking readers back in time to under-
stand how their original Jewish audience understood them. With 
this revitalized understanding, she interprets these moving sto-
ries for the contemporary reader, showing how the parables are 
not just about Jesus, but are also about us—and when read 
rightly, still challenge and provoke us two thousand years later. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




