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Welcome to our church! 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
 

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
  



3  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed by the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens 
and draws near to us with salvation. 
 Amen. 

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.  
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Everlasting God, 
 you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 
 We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness that 
 make us reluctant to work against oppression. 
 We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 
 We choose comfort over courage. 
 We are careless with creation’s bounty. 
 Look upon us with mercy. 
 Turn our hearts again to you. 
 Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for 
 the sake of your waiting world. 
 Amen. 

Hear these words of assurance: 
God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with 
robes of righteousness.  In the tender compassion of + Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and 
God’s blessing rests upon us all. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN          ELW 302 

As With Gladness Men of Old 

APOSTOLIC GREETING    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the 
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in 
our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

FIRST READING            ISAIAH 60:1-6 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes 
and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the 
sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come 
to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 
the Lord.  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
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GOSPEL READING                MATTHEW 2:1-12 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 



8  

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 300 

The First Noel 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer 
our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God 
loves. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our pryaers 
according to your abundant grace. 
 Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 

file:///C:/Users/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
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OFFERTORY HYMN  

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your 
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh. 
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a 
star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live 
as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION    

A Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.  
Come and See. 
 Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of 
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us 
forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good 
news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION   

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in you, + bless you and remain with you always. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 310 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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DISMISSAL   

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Walt and Sherry Bingaman 1/7/89 

Alli Arndt 1/11 

Brandon Wirth 1/13 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for:  Family and friends of Russ 
Wynn, family and friends of Peg Swinehart, fami-
ly and friends of Marie Tanner, Ken Baker, Sandy 
Wertz, Emily McAuliffe, Casey Higgins and Kim-
berly Gordon, Annette Baker, Maryanne Headen, 
Walt Bingaman, Tom Wetzel, Rosemary Fernsler, 
Ryan Hunter, Mark Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, Viv 
Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   

We will email your prayer request to UIC’s prayer chain and 
keep them on the prayer list for 4 weeks, unless  
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UPCOMING DIAPER PANTRY 
January 13, 2023 at 10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child.   

Newborn to size 6 

 

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 

Social Ministry collects non-perishable food items 

each month.  Your donations get delivered to the 

Our Little Free Pantry in West Milton by the gas 

station across from the on ramp to 15. 

Place these items in the baskets located in the Narthex.   
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IMPORTANT LINKS 
For easy access, bookmark these pages on your comput-
er or add the page to your tablet or smartphone’s home 
screen.   

UIC's website:  www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Sermons and Bulletins:  Print the Sunday bulletin so you 
can follow along.  You can also view past sermons. Bulle-
tins appear on website the morning of that day’s wor-
ship. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/worship 

Church Calendar: Stay up-to-date on everything that’s 
happening at UIC and Sunday’s Worship Volunteers are 
listed each week under each “worship” event. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar  

Online Giving: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/ 

Newsletter Archive: Read current and past newsletters. 
www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/
unitedinchristlutheran 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/ 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedinchristlutheran.net%2Fsermons&h=ATNy5K68wqpiFttP3RTTWUu9jKo8GSsos3ThXa9y1qI1hD6XA5qsxMz528OxJ7MhJyfoV6LhjRKwO5zbCiKCxbjydsVKHPNUzyxJm-dFiZRI1ydzvzNbydzdiYvOtpOPa92dA0JsHhQIf3ty5s0sajg4OsN4cElBQJqssAdxw-tp
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/calendar
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving/
http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/unitedinchristlutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   

If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




