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Welcome to our church! 

We hope the service is meaningful, and uplifting, 
and that you will experience God’s presence here.  

May God bless you during worship today. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net  

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
  

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKS Coordinator 
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

INTRODUCTION 

The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels pro-
claimed: God has come for all people through the birth of the one 
named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the 
chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things and 
at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns us in 
love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin 
and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
 Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
 Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
 Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you 
good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” In + Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are for-
given. May you know the peace which the angels sang from the 
heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 
 Amen. 
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GATHERING CAROL              ELW 275  

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW 292  

Love has Come 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Je-
sus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of 
the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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LESSONS AND CAROLS 

“For unto you is born a Savior,  
who is Christ the Lord” 

LESSON          ISAIAH 12:2-6 

2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for 
the Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my 
salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salva-
tion. 

4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his 
name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that 
his name is exalted. 5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done 
gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 6Shout aloud and 
sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel. 

RESPONSE                    ELW 283 

O Come All Ye Faithful, v.1 
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LESSON           MATTHEW 1:18-24 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Ho-
ly Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and un-
willing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife. 

CAROL            ELW 296  

What Child is This? 
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“For unto you is born a Savior,  
who is Christ, the Lord” 

LESSON          ISAIAH 61:1-3, 11 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the op-
pressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They 
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 
display his glory. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as 
a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations.  

RESPONSE                  ELW 283  

O Come All Ye Faithful, v.2 
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LESSON                JOHN 1:19-23, 29-34 

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Mes-
siah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 
“No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an an-
swer for those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah 
said. 

29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spir-
it.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 
Son of God.” 



10  

CAROL               ELW 288  

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

“For unto you is born a Savior,  
who is Christ the Lord” 

LESSON                                   ISAIAH 6:1-8 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the tem-
ple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 
with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and 
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full 
of his glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of 
those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 
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5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to 
me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 
“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed 
and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 
“Here am I; send me!” 

RESPONSE                  ELW 283  

O Come All Ye Faithful, v.4 

LESSON               LUKE 1:26-35 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
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The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God.  

CAROL              ELW 269  

Once in Royal David’s City 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer 
our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God 
loves. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Hear us O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers accord-
ing to your abundant grace. 
 Amen. 
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DIALOGUE                 JOHN 1:1-14 

1The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
 overcome it. 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. 
 We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from 
 the Father. 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
 In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the light and peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of the 
Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical contact with 
which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning the 
QR code to the right. You may also place your offer-
ing at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving by 
clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 

and place the card in an offering plate. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving
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OFFERING CAROL           ELW 283  

O Come All Ye Faithful, v.3 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Generous God, 
 You have given us life, this community, and these gifts of 
 the earth that become the meal of your grace. Move in our 
 hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and 
 blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding 
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom 
we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved 
Son, whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem 
us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you cre-
ated all things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, 
sent from heaven to a virgin's womb. He there took on our na-
ture and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy 
people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free 
from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in 
order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to 
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crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish 
his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread 
and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, giv-
en for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this 
bread and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one 
all who share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to 
establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor 
are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
church, both now and forever. 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord,  
and all people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to 

receive communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE         ELW 267  

Joy to the World, v.1 & 4 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and 
give us bread for the journey. Send us out in service to this world 
that you love, telling the amazing news of your coming to be Sav-
ior and Lord of all. 
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Jo-
seph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and 
the everlasting peace of Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
 Amen. 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Ted and Shirley McPherrin 1/3/76 

Nancy Baker 12/31 

Grady Rowe 12/31 

Gwynn Rowe 12/31 

Kate Haussmann 1/2 

Teena Zimmerman 1/4 

Julie Hauck 1/4 

Carol Troxell 1/5 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  Ken Baker, Sandy Wertz, 

Emily McAuliffe, Casey Higgins and Kimberly Gor-
don, Annette Baker, Maryanne Headen, Walt Binga-
man, Tom Wetzel, Peg Swinehart, Russ Wynn, Rose-
mary Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Mark Rabuck, Shirley 
Russell, Bob Keifer, Marie Tanner, Viv Marsh. 
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MILTON PANTHER PACKS 
Milton Panther Packs provides backpacks 
of food over the weekends, when school 
meals are not available.  Every week there 
are over 250 children that take home food 
backpacks.   

On Wednesday, January 3rd we will be help-
ing pack bags of food for Milton Panther 
Packs.  

Wednesday, January 3rd 
6:00pm - 7:00pm 

ST. ANDREW’S UMC 
102 Lower Market St, Milton 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   

If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




