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Welcome to our church! 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
  

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TEMPLE TALK 

Kathy Arndt, Council Member 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the 
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
 Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
 You have revealed the ways of justice,  
 yet we fail to follow you. 
 We are overwhelmed 
 by the world’s violence and suffering. 
 We are afraid to risk what we have 
 for the sake of others. 
 For the harm we have caused, 
 known and unknown, forgive us. 
 For the unjust demands we place on others 
 and your creation, forgive us. 
 For the ways we turn away 
 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
 Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen. 
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Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  
God’s compassion is beyond compare.  
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.   
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
 Amen. 

OPENING HYMN          ELW 769 

If You But Trust in God to Guide You 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by 
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, 
and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 



6  

FIRST READING                      ISAIAH 5:1-7 

1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his 
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He 
dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine 
vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild 
grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to 
do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it 
to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell 
you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it 
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be 
trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the 
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING            MATTHEW 21:33-46 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, 
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him and get his inheritance.” 39So they seized him, threw 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner 
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
amazing in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces 
the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.” 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They 
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 595 

Jesus Loves Me! 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

God of grace, 
 Hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 

file:///C:/Users/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring 
your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the 
body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise:  
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell;  
with every breath. 
 We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness;  
out of exile; into the future. 
 We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside the 
sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;  
throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.| 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat, and live. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your 
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
 Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the 
Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 

SENDING HYMN            ELW 803 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Chris Lee and Dawn Warren 10/10/11 

Randy and Kristin Sprenkle  10/14/00 

 

Shirley Russell 10/10 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: Joel, Dottie McNett, Jaxon 
Baker, Joann Vanata, family and friends of Max 
Engle, Family and friends of Joslyn Flickinger, Peg 
Swinehart, Patrick Moseley, Russ Weiser, Eric and 
Audrey Ekstrom, Denise Clark, Betsy Thomas, 
June Campbell, Ken Kearney, Earl Butch Tyson, 
Russ Wynn, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Mark Rabuck, 
Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, Martha Ketchem, Marie Tanner, Viv 
Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   
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Youth Group is open to all students in grades 7-12 and typically 

runs for about two hours! Youth Group meets on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays of the month. 

If you are or have a youth member interested in being part of 

Youth Group, please reach out to Pastor Justin or Vicar Katy and 

they’ll get you connected!
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Tuesday, October 10 
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Announcing the return of the Rich Huff “Operation Santa Claus” 
Event on November 3rd and 4th. There will be basket raffles and 
a silent auction. Food will be available! 

Since 2013, we have given out numerous high school scholar-
ships and more than 96,000 diapers. There are ways for you to 
be a part of this important church ministry.  

In the Fellowship Room, you will find a Christmas tree filled with 
basket themes and ideas for your basket.  Please take a tag or 2 
and fill a basket with some goodies.   There are extra baskets in 
the sewing room. 

Please have your basket to church  
by Sunday, October 22. 

Help us get more gift cards and donation items.  Are you friends 
with a business owner?  Do you frequent area businesses or res-
taurants? Donations of any new items or gift cards may be 
placed in the sewing room. 

Thank you for your support! 

~ Rich Huff Committee 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   

If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




