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Welcome to our church! 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
  

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the 
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
 Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
 You have revealed the ways of justice,  
 yet we fail to follow you. 
 We are overwhelmed 
 by the world’s violence and suffering. 
 We are afraid to risk what we have 
 for the sake of others. 
 For the harm we have caused, 
 known and unknown, forgive us. 
 For the unjust demands we place on others 
 and your creation, forgive us. 
 For the ways we turn away 
 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
 Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  
God’s compassion is beyond compare.  
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.   
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN          ELW 693 

Come Ye Thankful People Come 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give 
us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that 
harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING                   PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation 
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 
not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING            MATTHEW 21:23-32 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
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went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 516 

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Merciful God, 
 Receive our prayer. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these 
and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made 
known through Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 

file:///C:/Users/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring 
your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the 
body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to 
the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be  
all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat, and live. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your 
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the 
Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            ELW 689 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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John and Jen Sheaffer 10/6/01 

Linda Caris 10/1  

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: Joel, Dottie McNett, Jaxon 
Baker, Joann Vanata, family and friends of Max 
Engle, Family and friends of Joslyn Flickinger, Peg 
Swinehart, Patrick Moseley, Russ Weiser, Eric and 
Audrey Ekstrom, Denise Clark, Betsy Thomas, 
June Campbell, Ken Kearney, Earl Butch Tyson, 
Russ Wynn, Rosemary Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Mark Rabuck, 
Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, Martha Ketchem, Marie Tanner, Viv 
Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net   
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Youth Group is open to all students in grades 7-12 and typically 

runs for about two hours! Youth Group meets on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays of the month. 

If you are or have a youth member interested in being part of 

Youth Group, please reach out to Pastor Justin or Vicar Katy and 

they’ll get you connected! 
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SENIOR EXPRESS FOOD BOXES 

Food boxes will be delivered on  

Friday, October 6.  
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Tuesday, October 10 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   

If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




