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Welcome to our church! 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
Please see a greeter. 

ELEVATOR 
Please see a greeter. 

REST ROOMS 
Downstairs across from the church office. 

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 
In fellowship hall family restroom. 

Visit us at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net 

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
  

Vicar Katy Moran: Senior Seminarian 
  

Terri Cromwell:  
 Office: 570-568-2254       
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music Director 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of our 
neighbors. 

Merciful God, 
 We confess that we have sinned. 
 We have hurt our community.  
 We have squandered your blessings.  
 We have hoarded your bounty.  
 In the name of Jesus, 
 forgive us and grant us your mercy.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Righteous God, 
 We confess that we have sinned. 
 We have failed to be honest. 
 We have lacked courage to speak. 
 We have spoken falsely.  
 In the name of Jesus, 
 forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
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God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 
in the name of + Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 

OPENING HYMN          ELW 879 

For the Beauty of the Earth 



5  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

(continues on next page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
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FIRST READING             ROMANS 12:9-21   

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 
be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, 
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING            MATTHEW 16:21-28 

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 
you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 
what will they give in return for their life? 27“For the Son of Man is 
to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there 
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 798 

Will You Come and Follow Me? 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

Prayers continue with each petition ending: 

Merciful God, 
 Receive our prayer. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these 
and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made 
known through Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

The minister and congregation greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. Please share the peace at whatever level of physical 

contact with which you are comfortable. 

OFFERING 

You are invited to place your offering in one of the 
plates as they are passed or to make use of our 
online offering plate through tithe.ly by scanning 
the QR code to the right. You may also place your 
offering at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/giving 
by clicking on the green “Give Now” button. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Please fill out an Attendance Card, 
and place the card in an offering plate. 

file:///C:/Users/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 
things. Sustain us through the gifts of your creation, and multiply 
your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to 
the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be  
all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION 

Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, and all 
people are invited to his table. Those who do not wish to receive 

communion are invited to receive a blessing. 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 The communicant may say: Amen 

Music will accompany the distribution of communion.  

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your 
generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 
treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest 
seed + bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the 
age. 
 Amen. 

SENDING HYMN            ELW 717 

Let Justice Flow like Streams  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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What’s Happening at UIC 
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Charlie and Susan Dinsmore 9/4/93 

Rick and Jackie Russell 9/4/93 

Matt Wirth 9/03 

Olivia Hauck 9/04 

Terri Cromwell 9/07 

Kamden Swanger 9/08 

Vicar Katy 9/08 

UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for:  Peg Swinehart, Patrick Mose-
ley, Russ Weiser, Eric and Audrey Ekstrom, Den-
ise Clark, Betsy Thomas, June Campbell, Ken 
Kearney, Earl Butch Tyson, Russ Wynn, Rosemary 
Fernsler, Ryan Hunter, Annette Baker, Mark 
Rabuck, Shirley Russell, Bob Keifer, Martha Ket-
chem, Marie Tanner, Viv Marsh. 

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254  
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.   



20  

We need ingredients and manpower! 
Please make sure your donations are to the church  

by Monday, September 11. 

Please see the bulletin board in the fellowship hall  
for all the signup sheets! 
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Sunday, September 10 @ 11:30am

What does Fellowship mean?   
It means church community.   

Fellowship is God’s primary means of supporting his believers.

Begins on  

Tuesday, September 12th at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. 
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UPCOMING DIAPER PANTRY 
September 9, 2023 at 10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child.   

Newborn to size 6 

 

Beginning September 10th, we 
will gather as Faith and Fun 
with Friends. This is open to all 
children in PreK through 6th 
grade.  Younger students can 
try to join us, if accompanied 
by a parent. We will meet im-
mediately after worship in the 

Youth Room which is downstairs. The students can take 
a detour through the Fellowship Hall to grab a snack to 
bring with them, if their parent approves. 
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This is a weekly community meal served at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 102 Lower Market Street, Milton. The meal is takeout only.  

UIC and CELC are serving together! Volunteers are needed to 

help cook and package meals. Please see the signup sheet or 

contact Terri in the office. 
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Tuesday, September 12 
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Hi, my name is Kim Eshelman and I facilitate the Women’s Bible 
Study which meets at CELC.  We meet on Thursdays at 9:30am 
and 6:00pm. You may choose which one to attend. 

We have ladies from a variety of denominations who just want to 
learn more about Jesus and the Bible. We don't discuss our 
weight, age, who we vote for, etc. Classes are held at CELC, 100 
South 3rd St., Lewisburg. Class is about 1 1/2 hours long. My goal 
is to start and end on time.  

This fall we will study the book WHEN YOU PRAY, a 7-week bible 
study. Start date is Thursday, September 7 at 9:30am or 6pm 
through October 27. **NO CLASS on Sept 28**  

You can purchase your own workbook at Lifeway.com, although 
some women do not use a workbook and choose to only listen to 
the DVDs.  

If you would like to attend, please add your name to the  
signup sheet in the fellowship hall. 

Lifeway.com
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MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 

Social Ministry collects non-perishable food items 

each month.  Your donations get delivered to the 

Our Little Free Pantry in West Milton by the gas 

station across from the on ramp to 15. 

Place these items in the baskets located in the Narthex.   

Looking to get your daily step goal 
with some good company?  

Join some UIC folks at Milton State Park by the public restrooms 
for our new walking group! They plan to meet every Monday and 
Thursday evening. Be on the lookout for Sherry Bingaman, Kathy 
Guffey, or Donna Grant Byerly if you join! If they cancel for any 
reason they will post in the church’s Facebook Group. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.   

If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell  
at the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 




