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UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
 Cell: 610-973-4052  Email: pastor.justin17@gmail.com 

Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKS Coordinator 
 Office: 570-568-2254         Cell: 570-850-5730  
 Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music 
 Home: 570-473-9406         Email: marilyngresh@hotmail.com 

Terry Snyder: Sexton  Cell: 570-238-4666 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday, 10am 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday, 9am to 2pm 

 

Council Members are elected for a term of three years and no more than 2 consecutive terms. 

Cami Zimmerman -  President  2n d  term, ends 12/2021  

Charl ie Dinsmore -  V.  Pres ident  2n d  term, ends 12/2021  

Ken Baker -  Treasurer  1s t  term, ends 12/2020  

Lisa Rabuck -  Secre tary  1s t  term, ends 12/2021  

Ken Criswell  1s t  term, ends 12/2019  

Bob Swartz  2n d  term, ends 12/2019  

Kathy Guffey  1s t  term, ends 12/2021  

Rick Whitesel  1s t  term, ends 12/2021  

Emma Danowsky  1s t  term, ends 12/2021  

Syann Steward  1s t  term, ends 12/2021  
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Dear United In Christ, 

I once heard someone much smarter than me say the last page 
of the Bible should really end in a set of ellipses rather than a 
simple period. Grammatically, these ellipses (you know, the . . . 
that sometimes appears in the midst of text) create the space 
for writers to acknowledge parts that are missing. They are used 
to skip over sections of quotations in order to save the precious 
real estate of academia to get to the substance of a selection. 
However, they inherently imply that there is something missing, 
something that did not get included. The implication, then, that 
the last book of the Bible really ought to end in ellipses was that 
this accounting of God and God’s relationship with God’s people, 
this recording of the good news of God incarnate in Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth – it’s not yet complete. There’s yet more that is 
missing; God hasn’t stopped moving. 

I appreciate this image for many reasons, but mostly because at 
its heart, it’s incredibly humbling. It’s humbling because it re-
minds me that no matter how greatly I try to conceive of God, 
no matter what schema I use to try to reconcile God’s move-
ments, God is always bigger. Take the Bible itself, for instance. In 
the above passage from John’s Gospel, Jesus lays out that there 
is yet more still to reveal to his disciples. There is still more to be 
said. Yet, rather than simply say it then and there, he places his 

[Jesus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 

all truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he 

hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All 

that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you.”       John 16:12-15 
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own ellipses among his words. “I still have many things to say to 
you . . . When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
truth.” Even in the bounds of the text, Jesus acknowledges that 
there is more work ahead, the work of the Spirit beyond his min-
istry. In much the same way, the gospel writer also acknowledges 
the limitations of their medium: “Now Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book” (John 20:30). In short, the pages of the text are not nearly 
enough to completely capture the movements of God in the 
world! 

Now, here’s why such reconciling of the ellipses is important. All 
too often it seems that many of our fellow Christians have 
stopped listening to God beyond the letters of the pages. In more 
ways than one, much of Christian culture has worked to constrain 
God’s movement to only what can be found in the pages of the 
Bible. In effect, their actions and words have taken the Bible, the 
medium of coming to understand God and fall into faith, and er-
roneously elevated it to the object of faith and devotion. They’ve 
placed the Bible on God’s level and created the ironic movement 
of bibliolatry; they’ve turned the Bible into a golden calf, into its 
own idol! See, we need these words from Jesus and John, we 
need these ellipses to help us keep that very first commandment 
and remind us that, in the end . . . God > the Bible. 

We need a God who is bigger than the pages we can write down. 
We need a God who continues to move about the world beyond 
the last page of Revelation. We also need the tools to help us to 
discern those movements. See, just because God > the Bible 
doesn’t mean we should throw the Bible away. In the words of 
those very pages, we become attuned to the ways in which God 
has maintained God’s covenant of love and life for God’s people – 
for you – and can see it at work around us. God’s Spirit continues 
to move in new ways around us: through the community of UIC, 
through the work of Synods and Churchwide Assemblies, through 
reformers and theologians across the ages and of our own time, 
through more ways than we can count! The ellipses, you see, 
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continue to surround us to this day as God’s Spirit continues to 
move and call us to paths unseen. Grounded in the God who 
greets us from the Bible, we are led by God beyond the pages to 
new movements that seek to share our love of God by loving the 
myriad of neighbors around us. 

This is no easy task. This delicate balance of finding grounding 
from the inspired pages of our Scripture while keeping God’s ulti-
mate prominence is tough to maintain. That’s why this fall we 
will be leading a new book study here at UIC. Together, we will 
be reading Inspired, written by the late Rachel Held-Evans. Held-
Evans had herself been on the victimized side of bad bibliolatry 
and writes about what it took to fall back in love with the Bible 
again. I hope you will join us as we dive into the very texts we 
hold dear in order to gain better glimpses of God at work in the 
world. Because, rest assured, God has not stopped. There are 
plenty of ellipses waiting to be discovered beyond the pages. As 
John once again puts it: “there are also many other things Jesus 
did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose that the 
world itself could not contain what would be written” (John 
21:25). 

So, UIC, let’s go see what God is . . .  

Yours, united in Christ, 

The office  

will be closed  

on Monday,  

September 2. 



7  

 

HAM & BEAN SOUP 
Donations are needed for our annual Ham and Bean 

Soup.  Signup sheets are in the fellowship hall.   

Quarts are $5. 
Deadline for ordering soup is September 15. 

We’ll have a booth at the Milton Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, September 21.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thursday, September 19 at 5:30pm - We need people 
to clean and cut up ingredients, clean up the kitchen and 
get everything ready for cooking the soup on Friday.  

Friday, September 20 from noon to 5pm - We need 
volunteers to cook and package the soup, or just come 
out for some fellowship!! 

Saturday, September 21 - Volunteers are needed for 
the following: 

 Setup booth at Milton’s 
Harvest Festival, 6am 

 Sell soup throughout the day 

 Tear down booth, 4pm.  
After a long day we could 
sure use extra hands  to tear 
everything down! 

Please come out, even if 
for only one hour! 
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FAITH AND FUN CONTINUES! 
This summer was an absolute blast as we enjoyed gathering for 
days full of faith formation and good ol’ fashioned fun in our 
“Faith and Fun Days” series! Taking the excitement from these 

days, we are going to 
continue the faith and 
fun in new ways here at 
UIC this fall. We are ex-
cited to try a new thing 
in the form of two piec-
es: “Faith and Fun Wor-
ship” and “Faith and Fun 
at Home.” Read on to 
learn more! 

 
 

Faith and Fun Worship 

Join us for worship on Sunday, September 15th at 10:00am for 
our first ever “Faith and Fun Worship” service! This service is de-
signed to invite our students who traditionally come forward 
during the children’s sermon to have a more hands-on role 
throughout the service. We will still have all of the pieces we 
come to expect during worship (confession, forgiveness, hymns, 
communion, etc.), but we will package them in new ways to help 
reinforce these pieces in tactile ways for our students. Our first 
service will focus on the dual parables of the lost sheep and lost 
coin in Luke’s gospel. Be sure to mark your calendars; you will 
not want to miss it! 

 

Faith and Fun at Home 

To supplement our students’ experiences in worship each Sun-
day, this Fall UIC will be providing “Faith and Fun at Home.” 
These packets of activities and learning are intended to be used 
by families with their children to steep in and reinforce the les-
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OFFICE HOURS 
Summer is over, kids are back to school and the office 
will once again be open on Fridays. 

  

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

sons we hear in wor-
ship every Sunday. 
Each pack will have 
weekly resources and 
activities that will 
then be tied into the 
next Sunday’s children 
sermon. Each week’s 
materials stem from 
one of the lessons 
heard in worship that 

Sunday. Look for these packs starting on September 8th! If you 
would like a “Faith and Fun at Home” pack or have any other 
questions, please see Pr. Justin or Sherry Bingaman! 

 

Together, “Faith and Fun Worship” and “Faith and Fun at Home” 
will help us here at UIC to provide faith formation to a wider 
range of students while celebrating the time they already spend 
with us in worship! We look forward to seeing how we can keep 
the energy of “Faith and Fun” going! 
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INSPIRED BOOK STUDY 
As we move into a new year of programming here at UIC, we 
are going to move straight to the source! This Fall we will be 
launching a new book study that will invite us to consider our 
perceptions, loves, and baggage with the biblical texts of our 
tradition. Together, we will work through Rachel Held Evans’ 
book: Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving 
the Bible Again. Together, we will engage in conversation that 
help us unpack what we encounter in scripture and consider 
how to hear words written millennia ago in the present day to 
encounter the God who is greater than the pages themselves.  

Taking one chapter each 
week, the study will begin 
on Wednesday, September 
25th at 6:00pm. Copies of 
the book are $10 each, but 
assistance is available if the 
purchase would prevent 
participation. Please see 
the signup sheet on the 
bulletin board in the fel-
lowship hall to add your 
name to the list! If you 
have any questions, please 
see Pr. Justin.  

All are welcome and we 
hope you will join us! Come 

and see! 

From the publisher: 

“If the Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction manual, then 
what is it? What do people mean when they say the Bible is 
inspired? When Rachel Held Evans found herself asking these 
questions, she began a quest to better understand what the 
Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she discovered 
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Join us on Sunday, September 8th, as United In Christ partici-
pates in God’s Work, Our hands Sunday by going out into our 
community and serving those around us. We will head out to 
the project sites following worship that morning, so don’t for-
get to wear your yellow UIC shirts to church! 

CROP WALK 
United In Christ is putting together a team to 
walk in the Lewisburg CROP Walk on Sunday, 
October 13.  If you are interested in joining 
the team please contact Michelle Shearer, 
UIC’s CROP Walk Rep, at church or by phone 
at 570-768-8316. 

changed her life – and it will change you too. 

Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and using her well-
honed literary expertise, Evans examines some of our favorite 
Bible stories and possible interpretations, retelling them 
through memoir, original poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and 
even a short screenplay. Undaunted by the Bible's most difficult 
passages, Evans wrestles through the process of doubting, imag-
ining, and debating Scripture's mysteries. The Bible, she discov-
ers, is not a static work but is a living, breathing, captivating, 
and confounding book that is able to equip us to join God's lov-
ing and redemptive work in the world.” 
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The old wood room divid-
ers are outa here!  The 
room looks so much big-
ger with them gone. 

We had a few work days 
this past month.  A huge 
THANK YOU to everyone 
that helped!!  We weeded 
and mulched all the flow-
er beds.  We painted the 
trim and walls in the fel-
lowship hall and choir 
room. This is why we 
painted before the new 
floor got installed.  

Accidents happen. 
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The walls are painted and the new floor has been installed!   

IT LOOKS AWESOME!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit Facebook or our website to see more photos. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/2019news/
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* Please remove from newsletter and post on your fridge.* 

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please try to trade  
with someone on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.  
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell at 

the church, 570-568-2254, and she will find a replacement for you. 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
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Melvin 
Baker Jr. 
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Melvin G. Baker Jr., 92, of West Milton, 
passed away on Saturday, Aug. 10, 2019, at 
Geisinger Medical Center, Danville. 

Born in Lewisburg on May 2, 1927, he was 
a son of the late Melvin Sr. and Mahala 
(Minium) Baker. He was married to the 
former Mary Mayer. His death breaks a 
marital union of 68 years. 

Melvin was a 1946 graduate of Milton High 
School and served in the US Army during 

World War II and Korea. He was a self-employed mason and had 
retired from American Home Foods. 

He was a life-long member of United In Christ Lutheran Church in 
Lewisburg and was a member of the Democratic Party in 
Lewisburg. He was a member of the United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union Local 38, a member of the PA State Sunday School 
Association, was a former Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader, and Lit-
tle League Baseball coach. He enjoyed hunting and fishing. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two daughters and sons-in-
law, Rose and Richard Handy of West Milton, and Gertrude and 
Robert Swartz of West Milton; three sons and daughters-in-law, 
Melvin III and Nancy Baker of Milton, David and Karen Baker of 
Lewisburg, and Michael and Annette Baker of Milton; eight grand-
children; 10 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Verdilla Heddings of 
West Milton. 

He was preceded in death by a grandson, Daniel Bolich; three 
brothers, Kenneth Baker Sr., Harold Baker and Floyd Baker; and 
four sisters, Cornelia Price, Beatrice Rice, Patricia Kerstetter and 
Pauline Hauck. 

Friends and relatives were received from 10 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, at the United In Christ Lutheran Church, Lewisburg, fol-
lowed by funeral services at 11 a.m. with the Rev. Justin G. Lingen-
felter officiating. 

Burial with military honors followed in Church Hill Cemetery, 
Lewisburg. 

The family provided flowers and ask for memorial contributions to 
be made to the United In Christ Lutheran Church, 1875 Churches 
Road, Lewisburg, PA 17837.  
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ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar flowers are a beautiful gift to our 
Lord and a wonderful expression of our 
love for God.  It honors loved ones and 
gives thanks for special people and events 
in our lives.   

There are lots of open slots to order flowers in memory 
of a loved one or in honor of a special event.  The 
flowers are yours to take home after worship!  Altar 
flowers cost $30 

 

Peg Swinehart, Linda Harris, Mike and Jane Mertz,  
Anonymous, Jeff and Donna Byerly, Peggy Fisher,  

and Celia Stamm. 
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COMMUNITY MEAL 
Money from the Community Meal Fund was used to purchase 
ingredients to make baked beans for the August 18th free com-
munity meal at Christ Lutheran Church in Milton. 

 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 
Thank you to everyone that donated to our back-to-school drive.  
The backpacks and supplies were blessed during worship on Sun-
day, August 18.  The backpacks have been taken to the Milton 
School District and will be given to needy elementary children 
within the district. 

We also blessed the 30 comfort bags that our Faith and Fun Day 
kids put together for Union County Children and Youth services.  
These bags will be given to children when Children and Youth 
need to intervene in their lives. 
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By Rick Whitesel 

I recently heard an interview with a couple in their golden 
years that were married for a very long time.  They both reside 
in the same senior living community.  When asked how their 
lives, health, and love for one another endured for so long 
they simply answered, “it’s about loving the JOY of life.”  They 
say, Jesus, Others, Yourself = JOY. 

First and foremost to love Jesus, God’s only son, for the 
life he sacrificed on the cross, for the forgiveness of all our 

sins and the love of all human kind and living creatures. 

To love others we must show them love and kindness.  
Our world is going in so many wrong ways, but there is 

still a lot of good happening!  Good people.  Good deeds.  The 
more we show love to others the more love you will receive.  It 
can help our world become a better place to live! 

Last, but far from least, love yourself.  If you don’t love or 
care about yourself you won’t have the ability to love and 

care for others. 
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S 
PRAYER LIST 

Our Members: Alice 

Snyder, Kathy Loss, fam-

ily and friends of Mel 

Baker Jr, Ginny Criswell, 

Joan Ketchem. 

Family and Friends: 

Mary Lou Russell, Russ 

Baker, Evelyn Peters, 

Charlie Fegley, Terry 

Tanner, Dorie Minium, 

Joan Rearick, Dennis Rearick Jr, Trisha Miller, 

George Zeyn, Laurie Heintzelman,  

Colby Heintzelman, Morgan Heintzelman,  

Glen Van Dyke, family and friends of Denny 

“Pete” Rearick. 

 Are you or a loved one  in need of prayer?  

Submit your prayer request by calling 570-568-2254 
or emailing it to office@unitedinchristlutheran.net.  
We will email your prayer request to UIC’s prayer 

chain.  We’ll print prayer requests for 4 weeks. 
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SCOUTS AT UNITED IN CHRIST 
Brownie Girl Scout troop #61414 will meet in 

the youth room downstairs on 
Mondays, beginning Sept. 16, 
from 6:30-8pm.  Brownies are 
girls in 2nd and 3rd grade.  
Girl Scout Brownie leader An-
gela Munson can be reached at 
570-412-7572. 

Junior/Cadette Girl Scout troop #62071 will 
meet in the church library on Mondays, beginning 
Oct. 14, from 6-7:30pm.  Juniors are girls in 4th-5th 
grade and Cadettes are 6th-8th grade.  Junior/
Cadette Girl Scout  leader Glenda Richards can be 
reached by email at ggrichards723@gmail.com. 

Cub Scout troop #3600 meet in the fellowship 
hall on Mondays from 6:30-
8pm.  Cub Scouts are boys in 
grades k-5.  Cub Scout leader 
Clint Heinzleman can be 
reached at 570-713-5196. 

Boy Scout troop #600 meet 
downstairs in the scout room 
on Mondays from 7-8:30pm.  
Boy Scout leader Andy Rohrer 

can be reached at 570-660-5607. 
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We ended our Faith and Fun Days this summer with a picnic at 
Halfway Dam on Saturday, August 17.  The weather was beauti-
ful, but the best part was the time we got to spend together! 
 
 

Visit Facebook or our website to see more photos. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UICLC/
http://unitedinchristlutheran.net/2019news/
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CML WHOOPIE PIE FUNDRAISER  
Camp Mount Luther is once again participating in a local festival 
to help raise funds for their campership fund. The camp will staff 
a booth at the Selinsgrove Market Street Festival on Saturday, 
Sept. 28. Their booth will feature the sale of homemade whoopie 
pies. Volunteers are needed to make these sweet treats, as well 
as to staff the booth on the day of the festival. If you are inter-
ested in donating whoopie pies (of any flavor) or helping to sell 
them that day, contact Sarah Hershberger at 570-966-9674 or 
Chad Hershberger at 570-922-1587.  

 

Don't miss your opportunity to enrich your marital relationship. 
Remember that because Lutheran Marriage Encounter is cele-
brating 50 years of Worldwide Marriage Encounter, they are 
offering 50% off all registration fees for 2019, so the registration 
fee is $50 instead of $100. Whether your marriage is practically 
perfect or if you have some struggles, couples overwhelmingly 
report that the weekend is the best thing they have ever done 
for their relationship! It is scheduled for October 11-13, 2019, at 
Hyatt Place in Cranberry Township, PA.  

Please go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org to learn 
more. Two nights lodging, five meals for each of you, and all sup-
plies are included. Financial assistance is available for those in 
need. Fill out and submit the form, and complete your registra-
tion with a credit card, or you may choose the option to mail a 
check. For questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325
-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.  

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
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SYNOD MISSION TRIP 
October 20-26, 2019: Mission Trip Upper Susquehanna Synod 
and the Northumberland Presytery of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) are sponsoring another mission/work trip to hurricane rav-
aged areas of North Carolina. The trip will be Oct. 20-26, 2019, 
and the cost will be $100 plus transportation. All levels of experi-
ence are needed! For More Information, contact: Doug Orbaker 
at 570-768-6436 or dougorbaker@yahoo.com. For a flyer about 
this event, visit https://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/poster-to-send-out.pdf  

 

FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT 
All local women are invited to be participants at the Fall Wom-
en’s Retreat, sponsored by Camp Mount Luther and the Upper 
Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization. The day-long 
retreat will feature a presentation led by Rev. Sarah Hershberger 
titled, “We All Are One in Mission.” The retreat will take place at 
the camp on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019. It will run from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. The day will begin with refreshments. The cost of $20 
per person includes coffee and tea, snacks, lunch, and the pro-
gram. You are encouraged to bring a friend! Registration dead-
line is October 25. To register, contact Mount Luther, 355 Mt. 
Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA 17844. Checks should be made pay-
able to Camp Mount Luther. If you have questions, call the camp 
at (570) 922-1587 or e-mail cml@campmountluther.org. To view 
a flyer/registration form, click here: https://www.uss-elca.org/
wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/2019-Womens-Retreat-Flyer.pdf.  

 

 

mailto:dougorbaker@yahoo.com
https://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/poster-to-send-out.pdf
https://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/poster-to-send-out.pdf
mailto:cml@campmountluther.org
https://www.uss-elca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/2019-Womens-Retreat-Flyer.pdf
https://www.uss-elca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/2019-Womens-Retreat-Flyer.pdf
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NEXT DIAPER PANTRY 
September 14 ~  10-11:30am 

1 bag (40 diapers) per child. 

Worship Volunteers, please give 
the office any dates in October 
which you will NOT be available 
to serve during worship.  After 
you are scheduled it will be your 
responsibility to trade with some-

one else on the schedule if you are not available to 
serve that day. 

Any articles, events, photos and/or thank you notes 
you’d like to have printed in the October Newsletter 
need to be in the office by Monday, September 23.    
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THANK YOU 

Ka iley  was  t he  Ca mp  M ount  Lut her  couns elor  UIC  a dopt ed t h is  
summer.   Ka iley  a lso  ha ppens  to  be  a  2018 Rich  H uf f  Scholar-
ship  winner .
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