The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor
Cell: 610-973-4052
Email: pastor.justin17@gmail.com
Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKs Coordinator
Church Office: 570-568-2254
Cell: 570-850-5730
Church Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net
Marilyn Gresh: Music
Home: 570-473-9406 Email: marilyngresh@hotmail.com
Terry Snyder: Sexton
Cell: 570-238-4666

Worship with Holy Communion - Sunday, 10am

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday, 9am to 2pm.
Bob Swartz, President

2 n d term, ends 12/2019

John Sheaffer, V. Presi dent

2 n d term, ends 12/2018

Cami Zimmerman, Secretary

1 s t term, ends 12/2018

Frank Danowsky

1 s t term, ends 12/2018

Charlie Dinsmore

1 s t term, ends 12/2018

Annette Baker

2 n d term, ends 12/2018

Ken Criswell

1 s t term, ends 12/2019

Amy Danowsky

1 s t term, ends 12/2019

Marianne Murray

1 s t term, ends 12/2019

Ken Baker

1 s t term, ends 12/2020

Council Members are elected for a term of three years and no more than 2 consecutive terms.

United in Christ’s Mission Statement:
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor God and neighbor through
worship, learning, service, prayer, stewardship and invitation.
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A Congregational Meeting will be held
after worship to hear committee
reports, and the audit report.
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
Genesis 1:1-5
Dear United In Christ,
How’s your new year treating you?
Every time I get around to switching out calendars for the
new year, I relish the feeling of wondering what the days
will be filled with. There is something almost cathartic
about being presented with 365 days’ worth of absolutely
blank slates. Yet, it never seems to take long before that
filling of days turns to anticipation and even a little anxiety.
Then, before I know it, I find that I’m longing for the blank
days on the calendar again. I just wish I had more days
when the calendar was formless and void. Do you know
the feeling? Do you ever look ahead on the calendar and
see the chaos that is on its way? Do you turn on the news
and feel a little anxious about all that seems to be going on
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the world around us? Do you ever feel like we could just
restart with a fresh blank slate?
It’s a romantic sort of nostalgia, I think. Ultimately, though, I
think it’s a little misplaced. In the end, it seems that we end
up longing for something that never actually existed in the
first place. I mean, look again at this opening poem of God’s
creative activity in the world. The author of Genesis writes
that in the beginning, the earth was ”(“תהוּ ובהוּpronounced
“toe-who vuh-voe-who”). Our English translations render
this Hebrew phrase as the earth being “formless and void,”
but it might be better thought of as being all “willy-nilly.” In
the beginning, there wasn’t simply a blank slate for God to
start filling up. No, in the beginning, God moved across this
willy-nilly world and brought order and life out of the
seeming depths of chaos.
So how is your new year treating you? Does it already feel
more than a little “willy-nilly?” As your calendars begin to
fill and as the world presses on, remember that the God
who swept over the face of the depths to bring life and
order is sweeping over you now. Whatever anxiety,
whatever craziness, whatever chaos you may already feel
haunting your new year, God has already met for you. May
you find order and peace with the God who sweeps ahead
to give order to your days. Happy 2018.
Yours, united in Christ,

~ Pastor Justin
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What comes to mind when you think of the word ‘angel’?

Halos and wings? Bright and heavenly?
How about paper and butterflies?
At United In Christ Lutheran
Church there are currently two
paper angels flying in the
sanctuary. They have been a
tradition at UIC for about 17 years,
and they are put in place during
the time between Advent and Lent.
It’s thanks to nine gracious ladies in the congregation who
donated their time and effort into creating these beautiful
masterpieces. Overall, it took about 36 working hours to
complete this pair. In years past, there have been other sets of
paper angels, but through wear and tear, new ones needed to
be made. The designs are inspired by Alice Helen Maskek, who
is a professional paper cutter from California.
One of the key qualities of the angels is the
butterfly patterns in the robes, which are seen as
a symbol of resurrection. There are no other
churches in the area that have angels like this,
which makes UIC proud of their impact. Members
of the congregation adore their presence. “They
provide us with remembrance of the special night
of Christ’s birth” said one. Another remarked that “It makes me
think of peace and joy.” A member of the church’s youth group
said, when they think of the angels in the sanctuary, they think
of “hope and comfort, knowing that you have someone
watching over you.”
I encourage all to come and take a look at our flying angels and
feel the reassurance and peace that they truly provide.

By Marianne Murray
6

CHRISTMAS EVE AT UIC
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By Sharon Weiser

A Story of Two Angels
Once upon a time, not long ago, two angels were dispersed, by way of a group of women who did paper
cutting, to a little church on a hill in the country. They
arrived excited about their new home, but a little apprehensive as what their assignment in this location
would be.
Joy, who flew on the left side of the Sanctuary in the
church, was the more calm, sensible angel. Merry,
whose new area of flight was on the right side of the
Sanctuary, was all atwitter and excited to be in this environment. Perhaps we could say that Merry was
somewhat of a rebel. Joy held her trumpet up, proud
to be hailing the soon-to-be-born Prince of
Peace. Merry, on the other hand, thought twice that
she would rather play an oboe and dropped her trumpet to mimic the form of an oboe. Once she even spit
the trumpet out of her mouth, probably as a last protest at doing what a herald angel SHOULD do.
They floated in their spots above the piano, the pastor,
the altar, the Advent wreath and the Christmas
tree. As December 17th rolled around they began the
day in a rather calm manner. But then it happened! The congregation arrived and the piano
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played. The people sang and prayed and then --- the
Advent wreath was lit. An acolyte lit not one, not two,
but three candles! Merry began to feel a feeling of excitement that increased with each candle. She knew
that she and Joy were in this place at this time to help
the people of this congregation as they worshipped
and drew nearer to the celebration of the Saviour's
birth. She felt the warmth of those three candles and
began to move more, she turned around and
around. She blew her trumpet to the North, the
South, the East and the West. The people sitting in
their pews didn't hear her glad tidings. They didn't
all see her giddy excitement as she basked in the
warmth of the candles and the light that indicated the
coming of The Light into the world.
Not everyone, perhaps it was even only one person,
thought about how Merry was a symbol of the anticipation, wonder and excitement of Advent. Advent,
the season of waiting for the Christ Child, the Prince
of Peace, The Saviour of the world was three quarters
of the way over. One more week and there would be
the celebration of the birth of this gift that the Heavenly Father sent to the world some 2000 plus years
ago. Merry was doing her best to show the congregation that this birth was as it has been stated many
times, “The Reason For The Season.” There was a
whole week to try to not cram in so much gifting, baking, decorating and partying but to take the time to
reflect on the meaning of this Holy season.
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Merry knew why she was placed in this sanctuary, to help
the people who would worship there to not lose Christmas in their frantic attempts to make Christmas a celebration of feasting, gifts and fun but to see, feel and know
the peace that comes with celebrating The Birth. She
knew that her ancestor angels, who so long ago visited
the shepherds to tell them of the birth of a baby in a stable, were put in that place, in that time, to show people
that God loves His people and that He sent His only Son
to them in the form of a tiny baby to save them from their
sins. She knew that she and Joy were placed in this Sanctuary to do the same things. They could not be
heard. Their trumpeting and singing songs of praise
about this birth would only be heard in the thoughts, the
minds of the people who worshipped in that little church
but it was Joy and Merry's mission to help lead that congregation in the direction of the manger and to open
hearts and minds to the love that came to earth long ago
for not only the people of United In Christ, but all the
people in the world.
And so, the angels float fulfilling their mission, Joy in her
calm way and Merry in her twirling, joyous way. Perhaps
you have observed these angels and have felt their mission? May God bless us all this Holy Season and all year
through and may His message and love shine through us
into the world around us!
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Baby Steps Diaper Pantry
was busy last month. On
Dec. 9, 1,320 diapers were
given out to area families
in need.
Baby Steps hosted a
Christmas reception for
the families who came to December’s diaper pantry. Parents and
children were treated to cookies, tea, and apple juice. We also
handed out diaper wipes, baby cereal, PediaSure, small stuffed
animals, and children’s books.

NEXT DIAPER PANTRY
January 13 ~ 10-11:30am
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Packaging up Christmas Cookies!
The Youth sold 100 packages of Christmas Cookies this
year, each had an assortment of 18 cookies.
Thank you to everyone that baked cookies!!
On Sunday, Dec. 3 at 9am, the Holy Moly Club learned how
to serve as acolytes during worship.

Pastor Justin, Kamden Swanger, Landon Warren-Lee,
Dylan Sheaffer and Larissa Shearer.
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The Holy Moly Club,
our Sunday morning
education opportunity
for students in grades
k-6, continues right
where it left off by
meeting every
other Sunday.
This month, we will get together on January 14 &
January 28 at 9am to hear Jesus’ parables about the
sower and the mustard seed.

If you see any of our Holy Moly students around
the church this month, be sure to ask them what
they learned! If you could use a little brushing up
yourself, check out Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 for the
Parable of the Sower and Mark 4:30-32 for the
Parable of the Mustard Seed!

SCOUT SUNDAY
Join us on Sunday, January 28th as we invite the
Scouts from our church to worship with us on this
special day. We will have a special blessing for the
scouts and their leaders, and they will be serving
as lectors, ushers and greeters that day.
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IMPORTANT LINKS

LET US KNOW
Please let us know when you are in the hospital or have an upcoming surgery. Call the
church office at 570-568-2254 or
Pastor Justin at 610-973-4052 to let us know.
Please do not assume that if you tell someone
in church that the office or pastor will find out.
Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if you contact
Pastor Justin or the church office directly. Please contact
the office if you would like to be put on the prayer list.
We would love to prayer for you!
14

JANUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Please take schedule out of newsletter and keep.
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please trade with
someone else on the schedule and then notify the office of the change.
If you are unable to trade with someone, please call Terri Cromwell at
the church, 570-568-2254.
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Scarlette Leanne Cooley was baptized
on December 3, 2017.

Teena Zimmerman 1/4
Carol Troxell 1/5
Alli Arndt 1/11
Brandon Wirth 1/13
Linda Danowsky 1/15
Kyle Murphy 1/15
Shanna Martz 1/16
Devon Kemper 1/18

Faye Ritter 1/18
James Schade 1/20
Josh Martz 1/21
Laylanya Olds 1/24
Sandra Brown 1/25
Willard Hauck 1/25
Mahala Kemper 1/27

Ted and Shirley McPherrin 1/3/76
Jim and Kathy Arndt 1/18/92

16

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED:
Our Members: Nelson and Esther Minium, Marie
Tanner, Louella Swanger, Mel Baker Jr., Margaret Kahler,
Ruth Stump, Arna Dershem, Cheryl Baker, Alice Snyder,
Willard Hauck, George Rice, Meda Moyer, John and
Shirley Russell, Irene Stark, Bob Keifer, Laurel Hertz, Bob
Swartz, Alecia Engle, Teena Zimmerman, Gerald Baker,
Elwood Brown, Lisane Snyder, Mark Rabuck, Mac Keifer,
Shanna Martz, Joan Ketchem, Viv Marsh, family and
friends of Bob Yost, family and friends of Eleanor Phillips.
Military: Brandon Wirth, Derek and Evy Rabuck.
Family and Friends: Fred & Ilsa Voss, Pastor Gary &
Allie Owens, Ardith Wilkins, Mary Lazor, Sharon Clark,
Pastor Peter Bergstresser, Sue Bearc, Sharon Rowe, Steve
Rishel, Tom and Julie Shutt, Rita Grimes, Christina Koons,
Lee Snyder, Fred Greenwalt, Lauren Hauck, Mike Moyer,
Beverly Bardnard, Cathy Carpenter, June Eschbach, Elma
Zeiber, Kimberly Barner, Trish Baker, Larry Erb, Patrick
Payne, Abe Koons, Bob Klinger, Emma Baker, Lois
Herbster, Paul and Ken Engle, Elwood Russell, Pat Klobe,
Cindy Mertz, Jon Noaker, Paul Cromwell, Bob Reedy,
Glenn Shively, Robert Brouse Jr, Cindy Reyes.
As you remember these folks in your prayers, please check to see
if any names you put on the list need to be removed.
It is good to hear when prayers are answered!
Please call 570-568-2254 or email office@unitedinchristlutheran.net
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ROBERT W. YOST

March12, 1933 - December 1, 2017
Robert W. "Bob" Yost, 84, of 819 St. Paul
St., Lewisburg, passed away Friday, December 1, 2017.
He was born March 12, 1933, in Lewisburg,
a son of the late Robert M. and Anna
(Walter) Yost. On Dec. 22, 1954, he married the former Grace Wagner who survives. Together they celebrated 62 years
of marriage. Bob was a 1951 graduate of
Lewisburg High School.
He served with the 25th Infantry Tropic
Lighting during the Korean War and was a
recipient of the Purple Heart. Bob retired from Pennsylvania
House, Lewisburg, where he worked as a superintendent and finishing coordinator for 44 years. He was a member of United In
Christ Lutheran Church, Lewisburg, and a member and Past Master of the Charity Lodge No. 144 F & AM, Lewisburg. In his spare
time Bob enjoyed hunting and fishing.
Surviving in addition to his wife are one son and daughter-in-law,
John and Vicki Yost, of Lewisburg; one daughter and son-in-law,
Karen and David Baker, of Lewisburg; one brother, C. Richard
Yost, of Florida; one sister and brother-in-law, Kaye and Robert
Berger, of Lewisburg; four grandchildren, Kelsey (Brandon) Imler,
Austin Yost, Zachary Baker and Jordan (Kathy) Baker; and one
great-grandson, Tobias Baker.
Friends will be received from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, December 4
at the Cronrath-Grenoble Funeral Home, South Second and St.
Louis streets, Lewisburg, where the funeral will be held at 11 a.m.
with his pastor, the Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter, officiating.
A Masonic service will be held at 9:45 a.m. Monday prior to the
visitation. Burial with full military honors will be held privately in
the Lewisburg Cemetery. The family will provide the flowers and
suggests memorial contributions be made to either the United In
Christ Lutheran Church, 1875 Churches Road, Lewisburg, PA
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ELEANOR L. PHILLIPS
February 05, 1927 - December 21, 2017

Eleanor L. Phillips, 90, of Lewisburg,
passed away on Dec. 21, 2017, at Buffalo
Valley Lutheran Village, Lewisburg. She
was born Feb. 5, 1927, in Turbotville, a
daughter of the late Albert and Mildred
(Koch) Ellsworth. She was the loving wife
of the late Myron Danowsky, Harry Fink,
and Ernest Phillips. She had happy marriages and all of her husbands treated her
well.
Eleanor was a 1945 graduate of Watsontown High School where she studied
home economics. She worked for JPM in
Lewisburg and then at the Evangelical
Community Hospital hospitality shop. Eleanor was a faithful
member of United in Christ Lutheran Church, Lewisburg since
1965. She enjoyed housekeeping, traveling on bus trips, and sewing with her church group. She was a member of the Penn State
Homemakers Club.
Eleanor is survived by one son and daughter-in-law, Scott and
Jodie Danowsky, of Lewisburg; and two granddaughters, Amy and
Emma Danowsky, both of Lewisburg.
Friends and relatives will be received from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
December 26 at the Shaw Funeral Home, 400 N. Front St. Milton.
Graveside services will be held privately.
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FEB. 4TH IS SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
We’ll be collecting food for Panther Packs,
which feeds hungry children in the Milton
School District. Panther Packs provides
backpacks of food over the weekends, when
school meals are not available. Every week
there are over 250 children that take advantage of this weekend meal program.
Each pack contains 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 snacks, 1 can
of vegetables and 1 can of fruit. All food is nonperishable
and provided to these children free of charge.
We’ll also be collecting monetary donations, which will be
used to buy food when we sponsor a meal at Christ Lutheran Church’s Free Community Meal. All checks should be
made out to United In Christ, with “Community Meal” or
“Souper Bowl Sunday” written on the memo line. Monetary donations can also be sent to United In Christ Lutheran Church at 1875 Churches Road, Lewisburg PA 17837

This year we will again pit the right
side and left side of the church against
each other. Let’s see which side will
win by giving the most in food and
monetary donations.
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The week of January 21, the Girl, Cub and Boy Scout Troops
that meet at UIC will pass out food bags to residents in the
West Milton/New Columbia area.
Volunteers are needed to help gather the bags of food
on Saturday, February 3. That Saturday we’ll meet at
UIC at 10am then go out in teams and collect the bags
of food.

Items cannot be in glass and should be non-perishable
foods that a child could open or prepare on their own.
Individual sized items like…

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL

United In Christ’s Social Ministry Committee is sponsoring the February 11th Free
Community Meal. We’re having goulash
with bread, applesauce and dessert.

Volunteers are needed for the following.
1pm
help prepare meal
4pm
help setup
5pm
help serve
after meal
help clean-up
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December’s OAKs was a blast!
We watched a Christmas episode
from The Andy Griffith Show
and Gilligan’s Island!
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Stop in the church library, where
you’ll find dvds for season 1 of Andy
Griffith and Gilligan’s Island!
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This year’s Advent offerings, which totaled
$285, will be given to ELCA Good Gifts, which
uses funds to sponsor an animal that will subsidize families in impoverished country.
In addition to the Advent offerings, we put up
a Good Gifts Tree in the fellowship hall. Member’s of the congregation purchased the following gifts from the Good Gifts Tree.
4 goats
1 water filter
1 Set of bibles
5 sets of chicks
2 pigs
2 sets of honey bees
1 microloan for a woman
1 feed a refugee family for a week

$285 Advent Offerings
$542 Good Gifts Tree
$827 ELCA Good Gifts Total!!
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ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar flowers are a beautiful gift to our Lord
and a wonderful expression of our love for
God. It honors loved ones and gives thanks
for special people and events in our lives.
There are lots of open slots to order flowers
in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special event.
The flowers are yours to take home after worship! Altar
flowers cost $30.
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Thank you so much for the honor of receiving the Rich Huff
Scholarship, it will help tremendously with my college expenses. I can’t wait to make an impact on the youth of upcoming generations, and spreading the word of God at Lycoming College. Thank you for this opportunity!
With gratitude,
Madison Welliver
A special thank you to Scott Danowsky, Frank Danowsky,
Dave Baker and John Sheaffer for getting the new lights,
switches and dimmers installed! Also, many thanks go out to
everyone who donated money for the lights.
Thank you from the Social Ministry Committee for everyone
who donated gifts for the Country Comfort Alternative Living and those who donated money for the gift bags also for
the same center.
Thank you for all the cards, prayers, hugs and words of sympathy when Bob passed away. He will be missed by us all
dearly, but we cherish the wonderful memories. He was a
“special” husband, dad, gramps and great grandfather.
In Christian Love,
Grace Yost, Dave and Karen Baker and family, John and Vicki
Yost and family.
To those that purchased poinsettias this year, thank you!
The sanctuary looked amazing for Christmas Eve.
To our angel paper cutters, thank you for coming out and
helping us get our new angels ready for the season!
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Location: 1875 Churches Rd., Lewisburg, PA
Office Phone: 570-568-2254
Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net
Website: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri.. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1875 CHURCHES ROAD
LEWISBURG PA 17837

