
   

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,  
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.  

GALATIANS 6:9 
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United in Christ’s Mission Statement:   

Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor God and neighbor through 
worship, learning, service, prayer, stewardship and invitation. 

 

The Rev. Justin G. Lingenfelter: Pastor 
Cell: 610-973-4052  Email: pastor.justin17@gmail.com 

Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKs Coordinator 
Church Office: 570-568-2254          Cell: 570-850-5730  
Church Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music 
Home: 570-473-9406 Email: marilyngresh@hotmail.com 

Terry Snyder: Sexton 
Cell: 570-238-4666 

Worship with Holy Communion - Sunday, 10am 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday, 9am to 2pm.  

 

Council Members are elected for a term of three years and no more than 2 consecutive terms. 

Bob Swartz,  President  2n d  term,  ends 12 /2019  

John Sheaffer,  V. Pres ident  2n d  term,  ends 12 /2018  

Cami Zimmerman, Secretary  1 s t  term, ends 12/2018  

Wendy Wirth,  Treasurer  2n d  term,  ends 12 /2017  

Willard Hauck  1 s t  term, ends 12/2017  

Elwood Brown  2n d  term,  ends 12 /2017  

Frank Danowsky  1 s t  term, ends 12/2018  

Charl ie Dinsmore  1 s t  term, ends 12/2018  

Annette Baker  2n d  term,  ends 12 /2018  

Ken Criswell  1 s t  term, ends 12/2019  

Amy Danowsky  1 s t  term, ends 12/2019  

Marianne Murray  1 s t  term, ends 12/2019  
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When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Saddu-
cees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which com-
mandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Matthew 22:34-40 

Dear, United In Christ, 

When I first applied to seminary and entered the 
candidacy process to become a pastor in the ELCA, I in-
cluded this episode from Matthew to explain to the can-
didacy committee and the seminary admissions office 
why they had my paperwork in front of them. If I was to 
take Jesus’ two-fold greatest commandment seriously, I 
could see no better way for myself to love God and love 
my neighbor than by at least continuing to discern God’s 
call through the seminary process. Besides, if Jesus told 
us that the entirety of the scriptural witness (all the law 
and all the prophets) to that point hung in the balance of 
this love of God and love of neighbor, then it seemed that 
this framework made for the perfect rubric through 
which I could discern what such a calling meant. Five 
years later, I can honestly say that this passage continues 
to shape the way I reflect on and continue to listen to 
God’s call for us in the world. 
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As we look to the upcoming kickoff of our fall pro-
gramming and beyond, this two-fold commandment will 
continue to echo across all we do. In our planning and 
work, we have the opportunity to continue considering 
how our actions and activities can best reflect our love 
for God and our love for neighbor here at UIC. As you 
look through the activities and events in the weeks ahead 
(and this newsletter is FULL of them), pay attention to 
the voice of Jesus speaking to the Pharisees. Where is it 
that God may be calling you to make example of your 
love in the days ahead? How can we best make that love 
of God known to our neighbors around us in the world 
today? 

As we move toward the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation, we have the perfect opportunity to consid-
er just how Jesus’ command to love God and love our 
neighbor calls us into that world. Just as Martin Luther, 
armed with a hammer, a nail, and 95 theses, sought to 
reform the practices of his church in order to better re-
flect a love for God and a love for neighbor, so too can we 
offer our own dreams and vision’s in God’s Church. In the 
next few weeks leading up to our Reformation Commem-
oration, I invite you to reflect on and consider where it is 
that God may be calling us as a congregation next. What 
are the ways in which God could be using UIC to best re-
flect our love for God and our love for those around us? 
There will be opportunities ahead for you to share these 
dreams, just as Luther himself did, in order that we might 
look to the future with the same passion as that monk 
standing before the doors to Wittenberg Castle Church. 
Dream big, UIC, and dream in the love on which all else 
hangs. 

Yours, united in Christ, 
~ Pastor Justin  
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Once again I feel compelled to write about the youth in our con-
gregation.  Is it because I feel that it is where the energy is or 
because they are the most fun or because they do the most or 
because they are the future of United In Christ? 

The answers are no, not always, no and probably but not totally. 

Yes the youth are full of energy but so is our congregation in 
general.  It might not always be the kind of energy that you see, 
they aren’t dancing in the aisles or dashing here and there deal-
ing with things that arise or even always there to help in time of 
need.  There is a quiet energy that is present throughout the fel-
lowship of UIC.  It might simply be the energy of prayer that aris-
es or it might be a “sure I am on board to help with that”, but 
whatever, there is still an energy among even the oldest UIC 
members. 

Are the youth more fun?  Of source, they do things which make 
us smile and laugh.  Take for example the younger ones when 
they hurry up front to meet with Pastor Justin for children’s ser-
mon.  Chuckles run through the congregation as we watch them 
go and then again frequently by enthusiastic answers or com-
ments to things he has said to them.  But the older members of 
the congregation are fun as well.  Just stand off to the side some 
Sunday during social hour and listen to the chatter and laughter 
that comes from the fellowship hall. 

The youth have been very busy.  They are preparing for that 
next trip to a youth gathering, this time in Texas.  Wow!  This 
one will be big --isn’t that a “known” fact about Texas, every-
thing is BIG?  But beyond that they are active in worship.  They 
are doers of the word, not only hearers.  However, so are the 

By Sharon Weiser 
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older congregants.  People are active in committees, serving 
meals, hosting social hour, supporting the youth, and as worship 
helpers.  Sometimes that activeness might be in the form of a 
contribution to a project or a prayer that is needed but yes, it is 
still doing. 

And now our future.  Yes, the youth are a lot of the future of UIC.  
However, if we just look around and say “ok, we have a group of 
youth, including a few babies that will be a small foundation for 
our future,” but do not take into consideration the fact that not 
all of these young people will continue to stay around here as 
they mature, go off to college or get jobs, we are not looking at 
things as we should.  We need to continue to invite new people 
and to welcome visitors who might be searching for a church 
home to be a part of UIC if and when they are ready.  We do a 
pretty good job of that, we have been told we are a welcoming 
group but it must continue for here is a path to our future. 

Any and all who are and who become members ARE the future 
of UIC.  I remember so many departed members who were an 
active, vital part of us and because of that influenced a lot of our 
current members to continue to grow our church family.  Be-
cause of them we grow, sometimes we falter a bit and need to 
stop and restart, But we grow and we help shape the future. 

One day perhaps our congregation will burst this building at the 
seams and we will need to form a new physical place to worship.  
For not, we can gather each Sunday here on the hill and chuckle 
as the younger members of our church family hurry up to Pastor 
Justin to hear what he has to share with them and then when he 
asks “What are two things we need to do?” hear that enthusias-
tic reply of “pray and lollipops.”  Prayers and Lollipops -- a good 
way to remember our mission.  Pray that we follow the steps of 
our Savior as we strive to grow and nurture and teach.  And lolli-
pops?  Sweet --just like our future at United In Christ. 
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On Sunday, September 10th, United In Christ will be 

participating in God’s Work, Our hands Sunday by 

going out into our community and serving those 

around us.  

This year, we have partnered with Love, In the Name 

of Christ (Love, INC) in Milton and will be working 

on a few projects they have in the works. We will 

head out to the project sites following worship that 

morning, so don’t forget to wear your yellow UIC 

shirts to church! 
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HARVEST HOME SUNDAY 

Please bring canned goods and non-

perishable food items to the church be-

tween now and Sept. 23.  Donations 

may be placed in the baskets in the 

church entryway.   

We’ll bless these items on Sunday, September 24. 

CROP WALK 

UIC is participating in the Lewisburg 

CROP Walk this year on Sunday, Octo-

ber 8.  Registration starts at 1:30pm, 

walk starts at 2pm at St. Paul’s UMC at 

42 S. 4th St., Lewisburg.  If anyone is 

interested in walking, please contact Michelle Shearer, 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Don’t forget to wear red on Sunday, 

October 30th, as we commemorate 

the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation!  This year, we are all going to 

get in touch with our own inner revo-

lutionary monks and make Martin Luther proud, so Pastor 

Justin is asking that you also bring a hammer with you to 

worship that Sunday!  
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HAM & BEAN SOUP 
Donations are needed for our annual Ham and Bean 

Soup.  Signup sheets are in the fellowship hall.   

Quarts are $5. 
Deadline for ordering soup is September 10. 

We’ll have a booth at the Milton Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, September 16.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thursday, September 14 at 5:30pm - We need people 
to clean and cut up ingredients, clean up the kitchen and 
get everything ready for cooking the soup on Friday.  

Friday, September 15 at 11:30am - We need 
volunteers to cook and package the soup, or just come 
out for some fellowship!! 

Saturday, September 16 - Volunteers are needed for 
the following: 

 Setup booth at Milton’s Harvest Festival, 6am 

 Sell soup throughout the day 

 Tear down booth, 5pm.  
After a long day we could 
sure use extra hands  to tear 
everything down! 

Please come out, even if 
for only one hour! 

 All profits from the Ham and 
Bean soup will be given to our 
local Habitat For Humanity. 
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Yoga will begin again on Monday, 

September 11.  Kristie Koch will 

hold yoga classes Monday nights 

at 7pm in the Sunday School 

Room, which is across from 

Pastor Justin’s office.   

 

“THE STORY” is a condensed, 

chronological Bible that reads like 

a novel.  For those intimidated or 

overwhelmed by the complete, 

full-length Bible, The Story helps 

people understand God’s Word more fully and 

engage with it more easily.  Join us Sundays at 9 a.m. 

as we read and discuss “THE STORY” during Adult 

Forum, which will begin on Sunday, September 10. 

 

Youth in middle school and high 

school will meet every other 

Sunday at 6pm.  We will share a 

meal followed by classes.  

Be on the lookout for the Kick-Off date! 

STARTING BACK UP! 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you to those who serve during Sunday Worship!  

Thank you for volunteering to help make our worship service complete.  
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please trade with 
someone else on the schedule and then notify the office of this change 
as soon as possible.  If you are unable to trade with someone on the 
schedule, please call Terri Cromwell at the church 570-568-2254, or on 
her cell 570-850-5730. 

*Please remove and post on the fridge.* 
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OCTOBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Please take schedule out of newsletter and keep. 

On the church’s online calendar you’ll find a list of that day’s worship 
volunteers.  If you have a smartphone, the Worship Volunteer list is 
only a click away.  Each Worship has the list of that day’s volunteers. 

*Please remove and post on the fridge.* 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED: 

Our Members: Nelson and Esther Minium, Marie 
Tanner, Louella Swanger, Eleanor Phillips, Mel Baker 
Jr., Margaret Kahler, Ruth Stump, Kathy Loss, Arna 
Dershem, Cheryl Baker, Jeffrey Byerly, Alice Snyder, 
Willard Hauck, George Rice, Lucille Harvey, Meda 
Moyer, John and Shirley Russell, Irene Stark, Bob 
Keifer, John and Jen Sheaffer, Laurel Hertz, Bob 
Swartz, Alecia Engle, Teena Zimmerman, Gerald 
Baker, Elwood Brown, Lisane Snyder, Mark Rabuck, 
Mac Keifer, Shanna Martz, Grace and Bob Yost, Cheryl 
Stiber, family and friends of Dale “Kelly” Rein, Joan 
Ketchem, Peg Swinehart. 

Military: Brandon Wirth, Derek and Evy Rabuck. 

Family and Friends: Paul Cromwell, Connie 
Heyman, Fred & Ilsa Voss, Pastor Gary & Allie Owens, 
Ardith Wilkins, Mary Lazor, Sharon Clark, Pastor 
Peter Bergstresser, Sue Bearc, Sharon Rowe, Jon 
Noaker, Jen, family and friends of Jim Hare, Steve 
Rishel, Tom and Julie Shutt, Rita Grimes, Christina 
Koons, Lee Snyder, Fred Greenwalt, Lauren Hauck, 
Lance Strickland, Mike Moyer, Beverly Bardnard, 
Cathy Carpenter, Betsy Mertz, baby Landon and Nick 
Mensch, Harold Snyder, June Eschbach, Elma Zeiber, 
Kimberly Barner, Dan Baker, Trish Baker, Larry Erb, 
Patrick Payne, Abe Koons. 
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We’ve started using Google Calendar for all of 
the church’s scheduling.  In the past, multiple 
platforms were being used and it wasn’t efficient 
for Terri to update each of them.  Now we use 
one, Google Calendar.   

As Terri updates her calendar, you’ll be able to 
see the changes instantly.  Go to the church’s 
website, www.unitedinchristlutheran.net and 
from the homepage scroll down and click on the 
“Church Calendar” box. 

http://www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
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JUST A CLICK AWAY 

From your internet browser, you can bookmark 
the church’s calendar page.  Those of you with 
smartphones or tablets can add a bookmark 
icon to your Home Screen for quick access while 
on the go.   

Click on any event title to view details for that 
event.  On this screen you have the option to 
view “more details” or “copy to my calendar.”  If 
you have a Google calendar, you can add any of 
the church’s events to your own calendar by 
clicking “copy to my calendar.”   

Am I a Greeter this Sunday? 
To see if you are a Worship Volunteer for a par-
ticular Sunday, go to the Sunday in question, 
click on "Worship" to bring up the details for that 
event and scroll to the list of volunteers.  When 
the office is notified of any swaps/changes, the 
lists will be updated. 

The calendar is printable and you can change the 
view from “Month” to “Agenda”.  Agenda puts 
all events in a list format, which by the way, is 
Terri’s favor way to view the calendar.  
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On Wednesday, August 9, Emily from 
the Union-Snyder County Agency on 

Aging was here from 10am-1pm 
distributing Senior Farmers’ Market 

Nutrition Program produce vouchers.   

38 households received vouchers!! 

We enjoyed a picnic style lunch with 
hotdogs, baked beans, coleslaw, 

macaroni salad and snickerdoodle cake. 

Debbie Sanders, Health and Wellness Coordinator at  
Union-Snyder County Agency on Aging, gave a  

presentation on Medication Safety. 

Next Month, Rev. Liz Polanzke, from the ELCA Foundation, 
will be giving a presentation at OAKs on Wednesday, 

September 13. 

UPCOMING OAKS 
Wednesday, September 13 

Wednesday, October 11 
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What a great bunch of kids…. and adults!! 

Emma Danowsky, Syann Stewart and Amy Danowsky sold 
chocolate covered oreos and chocolate covered pretzels at 

our Perkin’s Fundraiser on August 16.   

The Wal-Mart Hotdog Stand raised $408 for camp 
and the 2018 youth gathering!! 
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HOLY MOLY CLUB 
We are incredibly 
excited to announce 
the launch of United 
In Christ’s Holy Moly 
Club, which will start 
on Sunday, Sept. 10  
at 8:45am. 

What’s Holy Moly, you ask? 
Simple!  Holy Moly is a fun and engaging 
curriculum designed for students from 
kindergarten through fourth or fifth grade to 
come together and encounter the promises 
of God’s love through the stories of the Bible 
that we all know and love.  

Starting on September 10th, the Holy Moly 
Club will meet every other Sunday morning 
before worship at 8:45am. If you have any 
students who would like to be a part of this 
class, please feel free to join us! Additionally, 
if you would like to help lead or assist with a 
class, let Pastor Justin know and he can help 
you figure out the best way to get involved.  
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FRESH EXPRESS PROGRAM 
The Central Pennsylvania Food Bank has a program 
called “Fresh Express”, which helps everyone in need, 
regardless of their income.  This program not only 
helps those who are already receiving food assistance, 
but it’s also designed to help the middle class.  There 
are no income requirements! 
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The Food Bank receives millions of pounds of fresh 
produce and dairy products from both local and 
national donors. Since these products have a short 
shelf life, the Food Bank takes the perishable products 
directly to people in need.  

Depending on the harvest season, volunteers distribute 
a variety of perishable items such as potatoes, onions, 
lettuce, apples, strawberries, and yogurt along with 
grocery items as well.  

DISTRIBUTION SITES 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHRIST OF CHRIST 
Lewisburg, Milton and Warrior Run School Districts 

906 Old Route 15, New Columbia 
2nd Thursday of the month from 4pm-7pm. 

CHRIST WESLEYAN CHURCH 
Milton and Warrior Run School Districts 

363 Stamm Road, Milton 
Last Wednesday of the month from 4pm-7pm 

You must show you live in the given school district.  
You can bring your driver’s license, utility bill or any 

things that has your address on it. 

You must also bring something to put your food in.  
They do not supply bags. 
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Pastor Justin’s sermons are but a click away.  Visit 
UIC’s website and click on “Sermons” to listen to past 
sermons.  You’ll also find that Sunday’s readings 
written out for you to read. 

Pastor Justin is getting ready to start up a weekly 

Pastor’s Bible Study here at UIC, but he needs to know 

when to gather.   

If you are interested in attending this study, check out 

the blackboard in the fellowship hall and add your vote 

tally to the time(s) you would be able to join us. Based 

on which time slot in the week works best for the most 

people, that’s when we will try to hold the study! 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

RECORDED SERMONS 
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers are a beautiful gift to 

our Lord and a wonderful 

expression of our love for God.  It 

honors loved ones and gives thanks 

for special people and events in our 

lives.  The cost is $30 and you may 

take your flowers home with you after service!   

To order altar flower, contact Terri Cromwell 

in the office at 570-568-2254.  

 
 

LET US KNOW
 Please let us know when you are in the 

hospital or have an upcoming surgery. 

Call the church office at 570-568-2254 or  

Pastor Justin at 610-973-4052 to let us 

know.  Please do not assume that if you 

tell someone in church that the office or pastor will 

find out.   

Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if you 

contact Pastor Justin or the church office directly.  

Please contact the office if you would like to be put 

on the prayer list.  We would love to prayer for you! 
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