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United in Christ’s Mission Statement:   

Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor God and neighbor through 
worship, learning, service, prayer, stewardship and invitation. 

Bob Swartz,  President………………..2 n d  te rm, ends 12/2019  

John Sheaffer,  Vice Pres ident……..2 n d  term,  ends 12/2018  

Cami Zimmerman, Secretary……….1 s t  term, ends 12/2018  

Wendy Wirth,  Treasurer…….. .……..2 n d  term,  ends 12/2017  

Wil lard Hauck…………………………..1 s t  te rm, ends 12/2017  

Elwood Brown………………………….2 n d  term, ends 12/2017  

Frank Danowsky……………………….1 s t  term, ends 12/2018  

Charl ie Dinsmore………………………1 s t  te rm, ends 12/2018  

Annette Baker…………………………..2 n d  te rm, ends 12/2018  

Ken Criswell……...…………………….1 s t  term, ends 12/2019  

Council Members are elected for a term of three years and no more than 2 consecutive terms. 

The Rev. Faron Johnson: Interim Pastor 
Cell: 570-238-2116 
Email: vicarfaron@gmail.com 

Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKs Coordinator 
Church Office: 570-568-2254  Cell: 570-850-5730  
Church Email: office@unitedinchristlutheran.net 

Marilyn Gresh: Music 
Home: 570-473-9406 
Email: marilyngresh@hotmail.com 

Terry Snyder: Sexton 
Cell: 570-238-4666 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

Adult Forum (Sunday school) - Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Worship with Holy Communion - Sunday, 10 a.m. 
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There are many types of smiles.  There are smirks, 
smiles that have a tinge of sadness, fake smiles, friendly 
smiles, and happy smiles.  For me, the best smiles are 
the ones on the faces of children.  These are REAL 
smiles, sometimes coy, shy smiles but real ones.   

Sitting in church recently I watched, and at times was 
the beneficiary of, the smiles of a sweet little girl.   Later 
on I remembered all of the smiles she has shared and 
thought, how wonderful it would be if we could share 
our smiles more often with others.  

“Today, give a stranger one of your smiles.  
It might be the only sunshine he sees  
all day.”  ~  H. Jackson Brown Jr.  

Smiles are free, they don’t cost us anything but they 
can give much.  When we feel at a loss for words, a 
smile can say more than words often can.  If you don’t 
speak the same language, remember that a smile is not 
a language and it’s cross-cultural.  A smile can help 
break the tension and make communicating easier.  

“I will never understand all the good that a simple  
smile can accomplish.”  ~  Mother Teresa 

Our world is huge, with billions of people in it.   We 
could never smile at everyone in our world, but we can 

By Sharon Weiser 
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smile at everyone we see on a daily basis.  I’m not 
saying this isn’t always easy, but the more smiles we 
give to others perhaps the easier it would become.  And 
the easier it becomes the more people we have the 
potential to help, even in some small way.    

For 2017 let’s share our smiles more often. You never 
know who that smile might help and remember, your 
smile is God’s way of using you to spread His love.     

Father let our faces reflect Your love as we share a 
smile.  Amen  

SMILE! 
by Karen McLendon-Laumann 

Smiling is infectious,  
you catch it like the flu, 

When someone smiled at me today,  
I started smiling, too. 

I passed around the corner, 
and someone saw my grin. 
When he smiled I realized, 

I’d passed it on to him. 

I thought about that smile, 
then I realized its worth, 

A single smile, just like mine, 
could travel round the earth. 

So, if you feel a smile begin, 
don’t leave it undetected 

Let’s start an epidemic quick, 
and get the world infected! 
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United in Christ is known for its ham and bean soup, which 
we sell at the Milton Harvest Festival each year, usually 
selling out before noon. Soup coordinator, Mark Rabuck, 
along with the rest of the congregation, prep, cook and 
sometimes even sing to the customers. $1,068 was raised 
from the soup sale and donated to Snyder-Union-
Northumberland Habitat for Humanity. 

 

In 20 years, Souper Bowl of Caring has raised over $100 
million for local charities.  Through this mission, we make a 
positive difference in the world, collecting food, raising 
money, and contribute to sheltering the homeless and 
feeding the hungry. 

HELP US  
TACKLE  

HUNGER  
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United in Christ Lutheran Church, along with Boy Scout Troop 
600, Cub Scout Troop 3600 and the Girl Scout Daisies, are 
collecting food for Souper Bowl Sunday.  The food will be 
donated to Panther Packs, which provides for children in our 
community which are in need of food over the weekends, 
when school meals are not available.   

Items cannot be in glass and should be  

non-perishable foods that a child could open or prepare 

on their own.  Individual sized items like… 

Monetary donations will also be accepted.  All monetary 
donations will be used for food, which will be served at the 
Free Community Meals at Christ Lutheran Church in Milton.  
All checks should be made out to United in Christ Lutheran 
Church, with “Community Meal” or “Souper Bowl Sunday” 
written on the memo line.  Monetary donations can also be 
sent to United in Christ Lutheran Church at PO Box 95, West 
Milton, PA 17886.   



7  

 

The congregation is asked to bring small 
denomination gift cards (Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Dominoes, Subway, gas cards, etc.) for 
our college students and military 
personnel by Sunday, Feb. 5.  If you 
forgot to bring yours but would still like 
to contribute, put your donation in an 
offering envelope and write “Valentine 

gift” on the envelope. 

This is one way we show our students and military 
personnel we are thinking and praying for them during 
their spring semester and in serving our country.    

 

Prayer shawls have been 

prayed over by the whole 

congregation!  They give 

warmth and comfort and 

remind us we are wrapped 

in God’s love.  Do you 

know of someone in need 

of a prayer shawl?  The 

Social Ministry would 

love to give them one! 
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THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD!  

God goes to great lengths to rescue lost and hurting 

people. That is what The Story is all about: the story 

of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity. 

Have you ever wanted to read the Bible  

from start to finish but found the  

length daunting? 

Then this is the book for you.  The Story was written 

to help make the Bible more accessible to those who 

may get lost in the language.   

The Story is a condensed, chronological Bible that 

reads like a novel.  There are no verse references, and 

scripture is seamlessly woven together with text, into 

a single grand narrative.  For those intimidated or 

overwhelmed by the complete, full-length Bible, The 

Story helps people understand God’s Word more fully 

and engage with it more easily.    

Join us Sundays at 9 a.m. as we read and  

discuss THE STORY during Adult Forum. 
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SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  |  SUNDAY, FEB. 5   
Food donations will go to the Panther Packs and monetary donations  
will go toward the Free Community Meals at Christ Lutheran in Milton.  

BLESSINGS OF PRAYER SHAWLS  |  SUNDAY, FEB. 5  |  10am 
We will be blessing prayer shawls during service on February 5.  If you 
know of someone in need of a prayer shawl please let the office know. 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL  |  SUNDAY, FEB. 5  |  10am 
Pastor Faron Johnson will be installing new council member, Ken 
Criswell during service. 

COLLEGE/MILLIARY VALENTINES  |  SUNDAY, FEB. 5  
Gift cards will be sent to our college students and military personnel.  
Please bring them to church by February 5. 

WENDY’S FUNDRAISER  |  TUESDAY, FEB. 7  |  5-8pm 
10% of all sales will go to United In Christ's BABY STEPS DIAPER 
PANTRY! 

OAKS  |  WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8  |  10am-2pm 
Join us for a fun afternoon as we play bingo, have lunch and learn the 
signs of a heart attack, what to do and how to give CPR. 

DIAPER PANTRY  |  SATURDAY, FEB. 11  |  10-11:30am 
Rich Huff Foundation’s ‘Baby Steps Diaper Pantry’ will be giving out 
free diapers to those in need within our community.  The diaper pantry 
will be held on the second Saturday each month from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in UIC’s Social Hall.  

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL  |  SUNDAY, FEB.12  |  5-7pm 
Christ Lutheran in Milton will be serving a Free meal, which the youth 
will help serve. 

COUNCIL MEETING  |  WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15  |  6:30pm 
Council will meet at Elwood Brown’s house.  Call the church office for 
directions. 
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CONGREGATION MEETING  |  SUNDAY, FEB. 19 
We will have a meeting directly after worship service. 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY  |  SUNDAY, MAR. 26  
We’ll have a video presentation on Camp Mount Lutheran and have a 
temple talk during service. 

ASH WEDNESDAY  |  WEDNESDAY, MAR. 1  |  7pm 
Cami Zimmerman will hold service at United In Christ at 7pm. 

MID WEEK LENTEN SERVICE  |  WEDNESDAY, MAR. 8   
The congregation of United in Christ has been invited to Pastor Faron’s 
church for mid-week bible study and service.  More details to come. 

OAKS  |  WEDNESDAY, MAR. 8  |  10am-2pm 
Join us for a fun afternoon as we play bingo, have lunch and learn about 
current SCAMS and how to avoid them. 

DIAPER PANTRY  |  SATURDAY, MAR. 11  |  10-11:30am 
Rich Huff Foundation’s ‘Baby Steps Diaper Pantry’ will be giving out 
free diapers to those in need within our community.  The diaper pantry 
will be held on the second Saturday each month from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in UIC’s Social Hall.  

TURKEY WAFFLE DINNER  |  SATURDAY,  MAR. 11  |  4-6pm 
Cost is $8 per adult and $4 per child 6-12yrs. and free for children 5yrs. 
and under.  All proceeds benefit United In Christ’s youth attending 
Camp Mount Luther this summer and ELCA Youth Gathering 2018. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  |  MONDAY, MAR. 13   
Articles, events, photos, thank you notes, and anything else that you 
would like in the April/May newsletter need to be handed in to the 
office by Monday, March 13.  You can either email your item or put 
them in Terri Cromwell’s mailbox, which is across from her office.  
Worship Volunteers, please give the office any dates in April and 
May which you will not be able to serve during worship.  After  you 
are scheduled it will be your responsibility to trade with someone else 
on the schedule if you are not able to serve that day, and let the office 
know who you traded with.  

SCOUT SPAGHETTI DINNER  |  SATURDAY, MAR. 18 
Boy Scout Troop 600 will hold their Annual Spaghetti Dinner from 6-
8pm at United In Christ. 
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SPRING CLEAN UP  |  SATURDAY, MAR. 25  |  8am 
We will have a dumpster on site as we go through and cleanup and 
organize the church.  We are asking all committees and groups to make 
sure you have someone here so we know what you would like to keep 
and to help us organize your things. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE |  THURSDAY, APR. 13  
The congregation of United in Christ has been invited to our Interim  
Pastor’s church to show his congregation how to do “Washing of the 
Feet”, something they have never done.  The Rev. Faron Johnson is the 
pastor of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, which is located at 
6590 Musser Lane in Watsontown.  The service time hasn’t been 
decided yet.  More details to come. 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  |  FRIDAY, APR. 14  |  7pm 
Cami Zimmerman will preach and preside on Good Friday. 

EASTER SUNDAY  |  SUNDAY, APR. 16   
United in Christ’s youth will help prepare and service breakfast at 
8:30am followed by service at 10am. 
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February Worship Volunteers 

  2/5 2/12 2/19 2/26 

Altar 
Guild 

J. Mertz P. Swinehart S. Keifer K. Guffey 

Greeters 
B. Keifer 
S. Keifer 
E. Brouse 

E. Brown 
S. Brown 

L. Danowsky 

R. Kling 
L. Rabuck 
H. Marsh 

D. Baker 
Karen Baker 
T. McPherrin 

Acolyte L. Shearer A. Danowsky O. Arndt Z. Scott 

Asst. 
Minister 

B. Swartz T. McPherrin A. Baker D. Scott 

Lector F. Van Dyke C. Zimmerman Ken Baker A. Baker 

Comm. 
Asst. 

A. Baker 
M. Baker 

D. Baker 
K. Koch 

M. Murray 
S. Danowsky 

W. Wirth 
H. Marsh 

Ushers 

K. Arndt 
O. Arndt 
L. Caris 
R. Kling 

Karen Baker 
C. Dinsmore 
S. Dinsmore 

BJ Koch 

K. Criswell 
B. Keifer 

S. McPherrin 
B. Troxell 

D. Shearer 
M. Shearer 
T. Swartz 
K. Arndt 

Offering 
Counters 

W. Wirth 
T. Snyder 

C. Zimmerman 
K. Guffey 

J. Sheaffer 
M. Shearer 

W. Wirth 
T. Snyder 

Bread & 
Wine 

V. Marsh S. McPherrin C. Troxell R. Kling 

Social 
Hour 

A - D E - K L - R S - Z 

Thank you to those who serve during Sunday Worship!  

Thank you for volunteering to help make our worship service 
complete.  If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, 
please trade with someone else on the schedule and then notify 
the office of this change as soon as possible.  If you are unable to 
trade with someone on the schedule, please call Terri Cromwell 
at the church 570-568-2254, or on her cell 570-850-5730. 
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March Worship Volunteer 

  
3/1 

Ash Wed. 
3/5 3/12 3/19 3/26 

Altar 
Guild 

C. Troxell S. Weiser S. Keifer J. Mertz P. Swinehart 

Greeters 
K. Noll 
S. Noll 

L. Rabuck 

E. Brouse 
L. Danowsky 

G. Weiser 

J. Sheaffer 
J. Sheaffer 
B. Keifer 

J. Snyder 
T. Snyder 
N. Walter 

K. Guffey 
T. Swartz 
R. Kling 

Acolyte L. Shearer A. Danowsky E. Danowsky O. Arndt Z. Scott 

Asst. 
Minister 

M. Shearer B. Swartz C. Zimmerman T. McPherrin D. Scott 

Lector B. Swartz S. Keifer H. Marsh Ken Baker M. Shearer 

Comm. 
Asst. 

M. Baker 
T. Snyder 

D. Shearer 
W. Wirth 

A. Arndt 
M. Shearer 

M. Murray 
S. Danowsky 

B. Swartz 
S. Weiser 

Ushers 

L. Caris 
K. Guffey 
K. Koch 

S. McPherrin 

D. Baker 
C. Dinsmore 
S. Dinsmore 
L. Rabuck 

K. Arndt 
O. Arndt 
R. Kling 

K. Criswell 

B. Brown 
S. Brown 
BJ Koch 
W. Wirth 

B. Troxell 
C. Troxell 
D. Baker 

Karen Baker 

Offering 
Counters 

J. Sheaffer 
M. Shearer 

W. Wirth 
T. Snyder 

C. Zimmerman 
K. Guffey 

J. Sheaffer 
M. Shearer 

W. Wirth 
T. Snyder 

Bread & 
Wine 

S. Noll M. Shearer T. Snyder P. Swinehart J. Mertz 

Social 
Hour 

NONE A - D E - K L - R S - Z 

Please take schedule out of newsletter and keep. 

Please be prayerful about sharing some of your spiritual gifts for 
ministry in any of these areas of worship.  We would love to have you 
help!  For more information, or if you have any questions, contact the 
office at 570-568-2254 or email us at office@unitedinchristlutheran.net. 
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10 am - Fellowship 

11 am - Free Bingo with Prizes 

12 pm - Free Lunch 

  1 pm - Presentation on the heart 



15  

Health Care Scam, Unscrupulous Financial Advisers,  

Great Grandchild Scam, Prescription & Anti-Aging Drug 

Scams, The Obituary Scam. 
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Do you recognize  
this symbol?   

Do you know where  
it is in our church? 

This is on the altar in our 

sanctuary.  Someone was 

once overheard asking the 

following question about 

this unusual symbol: “I don’t understand why we talk about 

the love of money being the root of all evil, but then have a 

dollar sign on the altar.”   

This symbol actually is not a dollar sign.  

It is actually an unusual styling of the 

symbol IHS, which is a monogram of the 

first three letters in Jesus’ name in 

Roman letters (I = J; H = E; S = S).   

Here the three letters are interwoven in a 

way that unfortunately resembles the 

dollar sign [$].  Since the dollar sign did 

not come into usage until the mid-1700s, 

and the IHS symbol certainly predates the modern dollar 

sign by several hundred years, there’s no way the creators of 

the sign could have known that it might eventually be 

mistaken for the symbol for money.  It is unusual to find this 

version of the sacred monogram, but if someone asks, you 

can explain that it actually reminds us that Jesus is present 

with us at the table of the communion meal.   

By The Rev. Dr. Leah Schade 
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By Terr i  Cromwe l l  
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H 
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0 
R 

We will be serving mashed potatoes and waffles with  

turkey and gravy, corn, drinks and cakes for dessert.  

    Saturday, March 11 
   4-6 p.m. 

   C OS T:   A d u l t s ,  $8  

   C h i l dre n  12 - 6 ,  $ 4  

   C h i l dre n  5  a nd  u n d e r,  Fre e  
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At birth, Martin Luther’s name 

was Martin Luder. He later 

changed it to the more 

academically respectable 

Luther. 

Luther almost died at age 19. On 

his way home from school, a 

dagger pierced his leg, cutting an 

artery. Only because he was with 

a friend, who fetched a doctor, 

was his life saved.   

Luther once said he had not even seen a Bible until he was 

20 years old.   

As a schoolboy, Martin Luther preferred music to any other 

subject, and he became proficient at playing the lute. He 

gave away his lute when he entered the monastic cloister at 

age 21.   

Before he became a friar, Luther was well on his way to 

becoming a lawyer. He had earned both his bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees in the shortest time possible.   

By the end of his life, Martin Luther wrote 60,000 pages, yet 

he hoped that “all my books would disappear and the Holy 

Scriptures alone be read.”  

Generally speaking Lutheran teaching can be summed up 

by “Three Solas”: (1) Grace Alone; (2) Faith Alone; (3) 

Scripture Alone. 

From Living Lutheran Magazine
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Happy 
Birthday 

Happy 
Anniversary 

In Loving  
Memory 
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Gerald  
Fairchild 

Kling 

Dec. 12, 1941 -  

Dec. 24, 2016 

Gerald "Jerry" Fairchild Kling, born on December 12, 1941, 
died suddenly on Saturday morning, December 24, 2016, after 
his customary walk around the homestead he grew up on and 
which he loved.  

Jerry had been an enthusiastic and inspiring professor of soil 
science at Oregon State University before he retired and 
returned to the rural community dubbed "Taylorville" in 
Lewisburg. There he raised peaches and every summer grew 
and shared sweet corn with his neighbors and friends. His 
passions were his friends, his woodworking, and teaching and 
sharing his skills and knowledge.  

He is survived by his wife, Donna Sirinek Kling, whom he 
married on June 12, 1964, shortly before they left to serve two 
years in Peace Corps in Peru; his daughter, Lisa Marie Roth 
and husband, Matthew, and their two children, Anika and 
Owen; his brother, Herbert Fairchild Kling and wife, 
Deborah; and his sister, Margaret "Peggy" Fairchild 
Rahn.  Jerry was predeceased by his mother, Ruth Fairchild 
Kling in 1958, his father, Robert Merrill Kling in 1972, and his 
stepmother, Elizabeth Eyer Kling in 2004.  

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to noon on Friday, 
December 30, 2016 at United in Christ Lutheran Church (Twin 
Churches), Lewisburg, followed by the funeral at noon.  Burial 
will follow in the church cemetery. 
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Thank you for the wonderful things you do through the 

Rich Huff Fund.  May God continue to bless your 

ministry and church. 

Merry Christmas, 

Dinah Tomko and the Welker family 

Thank you for your gift of $1068.68 to the home-

building ministry of Snyder-Union-Northumberland 

Habitat for Humanity.  Your generosity will help provide 

simple, basic homes for God’s people in need.  The 

homes are sold to these families at no profit and 

financed with affordable,  

no-interest loans. 

Sandra Hopkins 

Director of SUN Habitat for Humanity 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 

We thank the following individuals who have donated in 

memory of Gerald Kling. 

Michael and Wendy Scott, Robert and Fern Boyce, 

Richard Boyce, and Donna Kling. 

Gifts and bequests enable the ministry of this church to 

continue in a strong and vibrant way.  It is a fitting way 

to ensure that the church which nurtured your faith in 

life can continue to nurture others even after you are 

gone.  We give thanks to God that Jerrys generosity, 

faithfulness and love will live on through the ministry of 

this congregation well into the future. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED: 

Our Members: Nelson and Esther  Minium, Mar ie Tanner , Louella 
Swanger, Eleanor Phillips, Mel Baker Jr., Margaret Kahler, Ruth Stump, 
Kathy Loss, Grace and Bob Yost, Arna Dershem, Cheryl Baker, Jeffrey 
Byerly, Alice Ann Snyder, Willard Hauck, George Rice, John Russell, 
Eleanor Brouse, Lucille Harvey, Meda Moyer, John and Shirley Russell, 
Irene Stark, Bob Keifer, John and Jen Sheaffer, Laurel Hertz, Danielle 
Scott-Murphy, Rob Zimmerman, Bob Swartz, Alecia Engle, Teena 
Zimmerman, Gerald Baker, Elwood Brown, Frank Danowsky, Penny 
Golder, Ed and Lisane Snyder, Mark Rabuck. 

Military: Brandon Wir th. 

Family and Friends: Paul Cromwell, Connie Heyman, Fred & Ilsa 
Voss, Pastor Gary & Allie Owens, Ardith Wilkins, Mary Lazor, Sharon 
Clark, Pastor Peter Bergstresser, Sue Bearc, Cathy Hoover, Sharon 
Rowe, Jon Noaker, Family and friends of William Scott, Jen, Judith 
Rishel, Jim and Mindy Hare, Chad Cromwell, Chris Lee, Steve Rishel, 
Dave and Sue Torrey. 
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