The Rev. Faron Johnson: Interim Pastor
Cell: 570-238-2116
Email: vicarfaron@gmail.com
Terri Cromwell: Office Administrator and OAKs Coordinator
Church Office: 570-568-2254
Cell: 570-850-5730
Church Email: uiclutheran@dejazzd.com
Marilyn Gresh: Music
Home: 570-473-9406
Email: marilyngresh@hotmail.com
Terry Snyder: Sexton
Cell: 570-238-4666

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Adult Forum (Sunday school) - Sunday, 9 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion - Sunday, 10 a.m.
Bob Swartz, President ……………….. 1st term, ends 12/2016
John Sheaffer, Vice President ……..2 n d term, ends 12/2018
Tina Snyder, Secretary ……………….1st term , ends 12/2016
Cami Zimmerman, Treasurer………..1 s t term, ends 12/2019
Dalton Shearer, youth rep. ……1st term, term ends 12/2016
Willard Hauck…………………………... 1 s t term, ends 12/2017

Elwood Brown………………………….. 2 n d term, ends 12/2017
Frank Danowsky……………………….. 1 s t term, ends 12/2018
Charlie Dinsmore………………………. 1 s t term, ends 12/2018
Wendy Wirth…………………………….. 2 n d term, ends 12/2018
Annette Baker………………………….. 2 n d term, ends 12/2018
Council Members are elected for a term of three years and no more than 2 consecutive terms.

United in Christ’s Mission Statement:
Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor God and neighbor through
worship, learning, service, prayer, stewardship and invitation.
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May our Christmas be filled with peace and love.
May our celebrations be foremost the celebration
of the birthday of Jesus.
May we be surrounded with His love and the love
of family and friends.
May His peace enter our lives, giving us comfort
and joy amid the daily turmoils which are
sometimes stumbling blocks in our days.
May our New Year be one of new possibilities, new
opportunities to share His love with others.
May we have good health, enough to eat, a warm
place to call home and a heart filled with gratitude
for all of our blessings.
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
~ Sharon Weiser
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PASTOR’S PAge
Greetings,
God often sends us messages and gifts that we miss if
we are not attentive to them. The time of the interim
period in a congregation is one. It’s a time to close the
door from the past minister while thanking God for the
growth and mourning that loss. It’s also a time to
prepare our hearts and minds for what God is
doing next.
During this time, we can consider what it is that we
expect or understand a pastor to be and with the visiting
leaders from Sunday to Sunday we can see how God
gives varied gifts to those leaders. But what are the
most important traits of a pastor? I have asked this
question to many people only to receive comments that
they had never really thought about it. Well, this
interim period gives you a chance to think about it. We
all have images in our minds shaped by pastors we have
experienced during our lives. Some are strongly
opinionated and wish to have a say in every decision,
others may be more concerned with how the
congregation perceives things to be and walks with them
in their journeys of growth, and still others may hardly
be seen while focusing the congregation’s attention to
God and the leading of the Holy Spirit.
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There is something to be said for those who wish you to
grow in the Spirit, for although all pastors would have
that interest, in your spiritual growth, they may
approach it differently. If we never do become
intentional about our faith, then I would say that we
must be missing something. After all, there are many
activities in life that we devote time and energy to. A
musician practices, an athlete practices, those who are in
civic organizations attend meetings and participate. So
how are we intentional about our faith?
Let us pray together for a pastor that will be focused
upon your faith journey, both collectively and
individually. Let us pray for a pastor that can instruct
you on a deeper devotion to God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit. Let us pray also, for each other as we walk this
path of faith together into a new period for the
congregation of United in Christ.
As always, I am here to walk with you and should you
desire anything in the way of faith or conversation
pertaining to faith please do not hesitate to make your
needs known.
God’s peace,
Pastor Faron
Please leave messages as I may be in meetings or
visiting, (570)246-3031.
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Each month we at UIC have been donating food items
to two local food pantries, HandUp and Mazeppa
Manna. In case you were wondering what and where
is Mazeppa Manna, here is some information.
Mazeppa Manna helps Union County residents in
need. Items offered at the pantry are food, clothing,
small housewares and pet food. They also provide a
list of available jobs as well as the resources to apply
for the job. The pantry is open on the third
Wednesday of the month from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. In emergency
cases our Office Administrator, Terri Cromwell, has the contact
information. The pantry is located in the white church at the corner of
Johnson Mill Road and Colonel John Kelly Road.
Please bring your donations to church on the 1st and 2nd Sundays of
each month, and they will be taken to the two food pantries on alternating
months.
Peanut Butter
Elbow Macaroni

Pasta Sauce
Canned Fruits

Cereal
Paper Towels

Some items that are especially needed are.
~ Florence Van Dyke
With the rising cost of postage at the church and since
birthdays and anniversaries are list in the weekly
bulletins and newsletter, council has discussed and voted
to stop the Greeting Card Ministry. Linda Caris has
been taking care of the Greeting Card Ministry since
2011. We thank Linda for her dedication to this ministry
and the many hours she has spent sending cards!! Please continue to read
the birthday/anniversary list and wish those people a happy day!
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DIAPER PANTRY | SATURDAY, DEC. 10 | 10-11:30am
Rich Huff Foundation’s ‘Baby Steps Diaper Pantry’ will be
giving out free diapers to those in need within our community.
The diaper pantry will be held on the second Saturday each month
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in UIC’s Social Hall.

HOLIDAY BREAKFAST | SAT., DEC. 10, 2016 | 9am
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village and Camp Mount Luther are
teaming up to provide a fun morning of food, fellowship, and
Christmas crafts and games from 9am-11am at the Buffalo Valley
Lutheran Village Common Building. The breakfast will feature
an appearance and photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus, chocolate
chip pancakes, craft stations, and cut-out cookies. Space is
limited. Call Gretchen at 570-523-4285 to RSVP.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING | SUNDAY, DEC. 11
We will vote on the proposed 2017 budget directly after service,
along with voting in new Council Members. We will also hear a
proposal on upgrading the church’s heating, which we will then
vote on also. All Active Members can vote at the Congregational
Meeting. To be an Active Member you must have received Holy
Communion and made a contribution of record within the past 2
years.
OAKS | WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14 | 10am-2pm
Join us for a fun afternoon as we play bingo, have lunch and
make Christmas ornaments, which you could keep or give as
gifts.
DRESS REHEARSAL | SATURDAY, DEC. 17 | 11am
The youth will have their dress rehearsal at 11am in the sanctuary
while their parents assemble the cookie orders in the kitchen.
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT | SUNDAY, DEC. 18
The Youth of United In Christ will be preforming A Reason for
the Season. The play is about a 13 year old who is struggling
with understanding the meaning of Christmas when an angel
appears to her. The angel reveals the message is not in the gifts
we receive, but in the gifts we are given to reflect back onto God.
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COUNCIL MEETING | WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21 | 6:30pm
Council will meet in the Youth Room downstairs.
OFFICE CLOSED | FRIDAY, DEC. 23
The church office will be closed. If you need pastoral care,
please call Pastor Faron at 570-246-3031. If you get his voice
mail, leave your name, phone number you can be reached at and
why you are calling.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE | SATURDAY, DEC. 24
Christmas Eve service will be at 7pm. Since Christmas falls on a
Sunday this year, we will not have a late service on Christmas
Eve. We will only have the 1 service.
CHRISTMAS SERVICE | SUNDAY, DEC. 25 | 10am
We will have worship service Christmas morning, at 10:00 a.m.
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OFFICE CLOSED | MONDAY, DEC. 26
The church office will be closed. If you need pastoral care,
please call Pastor Faron at 570-246-3031. If you get his voice
mail, leave your name, phone number you can be reached at and
why you are calling.
YOUTH LOCK-IN | FRI., DEC 29 | 6pm
All church youth and their friends are invited to a lock-in To
celebrate the New Year. Each youth is asked to bring a snack
item, a drink item and a breakfast item to share during the event.
We will start on Friday, December 29 at 6 p.m. with a pizza
dinner and conclude on Saturday, December 30 at 11 a.m. with
youth pick-up.
OFFICE CLOSED | MONDAY, JAN. 2
The church office will be closed. If you need pastoral care,
please call Pastor Faron at 570-246-3031. If you get his voice
mail, leave your name, phone number you can be reached at and
why you are calling.
OAKS | WEDNESDAY, JAN. 11 | 10am-2pm
Join us for a fun afternoon as we play bingo, have lunch and
watch a movie.
DIAPER PANTRY | SATURDAY, JAN. 14 | 10-11:30am
Rich Huff Foundation’s ‘Baby Steps Diaper Pantry’ will be
giving out free diapers to those in need within our community.
The diaper pantry will be held on the second Saturday each
month from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in UIC’s Social Hall.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE | MONDAY, JAN. 16
Articles, events, thank you notes, etc...Please have all items for
the Feb/March newsletter in to the office by Monday, Jan. 16.
You can either email your item or put it in Terri Cromwell’s
mailbox, which is across from her office. Worship Assistants,
please give the office any dates in February or March which
you will not be able to serve during worship. After you are
scheduled it will be your responsibility to trade with someone
else on the schedule if you are not able to serve that day, and let
the office know who you traded with.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED:
Our Members: Nelson and Esther Minium, Louella Swanger ,
Eleanor Phillips, Mel Baker Jr., Marie Tanner, Margaret Kahler, Ruth
Stump, Kathy Loss, Grace and Bob Yost, Arna Dershem, Cheryl
Baker, Becky Divers, Jeffrey Byerly, Alice Ann Snyder, Willard
Hauck, Lana Rote, George Rice, John Russell, Eleanor Brouse,
Lucille Harvey, Meda Moyer, John and Shirley Russell, Irene Stark,
Kim Floyd, Bob Keifer, John and Jen Sheaffer, Laurel Hertz,
Danielle Scott-Murphy, Rob Zimmerman, family and friends of
Barry Swanger, Owen Arndt, Pastor Schade and Family, Bob Swartz,
family and friends of Dick Kling, Alecia Engle, Teena Zimmerman,
Gerald Baker, Maiya Hauck, Julie Hauck, Elwood Brown, Frank
Danowsky, Penny Golder, family and friends of Marty Golder, Ed
and Lisane Snyder, Mark Rabuck.
Military: Br andon Wir th.
Friends and Family: Paul Cr omwell, Chad Cr omwell, Pat
Berger, Dennis Wolfe, family and friends of Donna Minard, Jerry
Mitchell, Connie Heyman, Fred & Ilsa Voss, Pastor Gary & Allie
Owens, Ardith Wilkins, Mary Lazor, Sharon Clark, Pastor Peter
Bergstresser, Sue Bearc, Brooke Wise, Cathy Hoover, Judy Pursell,
Donald Warren, Shawn & Penny Snyder, family and friends of
Thaddeus Burke, Todd & Dorie Burke, Donald & Mary Russell,
Wayne and Theresa Kratzer and their family, Dawn Young, Barb
Cossgrove, family and friends of Blake Kovilaritch, Sharon Rowe.
TO ADD NAMES: SEND EMAILS TO:

OCTOBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Oct. 2: 63
Oct. 23: 68

Oct. 9: 66
Oct. 30: 54

Total for October 2015: 293 (4 Sundays)
Average for October 2015: 73

Oct. 16: 74 (Youth Sunday)
Total for October 2016: 325
Average for October 2016: 65
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December Worship Assistant Schedule

12

January Worship Assistant Schedule

Thank you to those who serve during Sunday Worship!
Thank you for volunteering to help make our worship service complete.
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, please trade with
someone else on the schedule and then notify the office of this change
as soon as possible. If you are unable to trade with someone on the
schedule, please call Terri Cromwell at 570-568-2254.
13

Margee Reier, Instructor
at Union County American
Red Cross in Lewisburg,
spoke at November’s
OAKs on Preparing for
Emergencies.

Do you have an Emergency Kit?

Prepare a kit now, before an
emergency or disaster hits!
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BINGO
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Margee Reier, Instructor at Union County’s American
Red Cross in Lewisburg, spoke to us at November’s
OAKs about Preparing For Emergencies.
Which made me wonder…
If a fire broke out at the church would you know
where to find a fire extinguisher or even use one?
There are 6 fire extinguishers throughout the church. If
you are like most people, including myself, you’ve
never used a fire extinguisher. The best time to learn
how to use one, I’m guessing, is NOT when there’s a
fire, but before a fire starts. Here is an easy to follow
guide on how to use a fire extinguisher.
P = Pull the pin
A = Aim at the base of the fire
S = Squeeze the handle
S = Sweep from side to side, left to right

You are helping in the kitchen and you
cut yourself. Do you know where the
first-aid kits are kept?
We have 3 First-Aid Kits. One in the kitchen, above the
refrigerator. Another in the ladies’ restroom, which is
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across from the church offices, and a
third in the church office. The kits is
kept in the top right cupboard in
Terri’s office, which is up against the
wall. The cupboard door is labeled
Fist Aid. Celia Warren does a
fabulous job at keeping our First Aid Kits stocked.
Thank you Celia!!
Remember that emergency contact
form you filled out? If there was a
medical emergency and emergency
personnel were on site, would you
know where to look for it?
I.C.E. cards are kept strictly confidential and will be used
only in a true emergency. In a medical
emergency, the I.C.E. card will be given
to emergency personnel. Have you
filled out an emergency contact form
for each member of your household?
If not, please ask Terri Cromwell,
UIC’s Office Administrator, for the forms. She will give
you one for each person. Terri uses your filled out form
to create your I.C.E card. Once the card is create Terri
shreds your form. I.C.E. cards are then stored
alphabetically by last name in a black metal box on the
bookshelf in Terri’s office.
Before the emergency hits and panic sets in, please
review where you can find a fire extinguisher, first-aid
kit and I.C.E. cards. Terri Cromwell created a diagram
of the church and labeled where each of these are kept.
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Happy
Birthday

Happy
Anniversary
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The Boy Scouts expressed that they are in need of more
room in the Boy Scout room. They asked about the pool
table and foosball table, if they could be moved. It was
decided that the items would be offered to
congregation members for a donation to the church.
There is also an attic fan. If you are interested in any
of these items please speak to a member of council or
call the church office.

We will vote on the proposed 2017 budget
directly after service, along with voting in new
Council Members. We will also hear a
proposal on upgrading the church’s heating,
which we will then vote on also. All Active Members can vote at
the Congregational Meeting. To be an Active Member you must
have received Holy Communion and made a contribution of record
within the past 2 years.

We are looking for people willing to
donate desserts for OAKs. We are
starting a signup sheet, which will be on
the Sign-Up Table in the Social hall. We
are hoping to get enough for 50 people each month. When you
signup please include the # of servings you will be donating.
Serving Examples
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Location: 1875 Churches Rd., Lewisburg, PA
Office Phone: 570-568-2254
Email: uiclutheran@dejazzd.com
Website: www.unitedinchristlutheran.net
Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri.. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UNITED IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 95
WEST MILTON, PA 17886-0095

