
   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:00 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP with HOLY COMMUNION 10:00 A.M. 
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Deadline for submissions for the July/Aug newsletter is June 13th.  
If you have articles/reports to include, please submit them to:  

uiclutheran@dejazzd.com 

Annette Baker (2n d  te rm, ends 2019)  

Elwood Brown (2n d  te rm, ends 2017)  

Frank Danowsky (1 s t  te rm, ends 2019)  

Charl ie Dinsmore (1 s t  term, ends  2019)  

John Sheaffer,  Vice President (2 n d  term,  ends 2019)  

Dalton Shearer ,  youth rep (1st  term,  term ends 12/2016)  

Tina Snyder,  Secretary  (1st  term, ends 2017)  

Bob Swartz,  President (1st  te rm, ends 2017)  

Wendy Wirth (2n d  te rm, ends 2018)  

Cami Zimmerman, Treasurer (1 s t  term,  ends 2019)  

Pastor Schade U
IC
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IL
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United in Christ Lutheran Church Staff 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Leah Schade, 610-420-6861 (cell) 
 Email:  jimleah@aol.com 

Office Admin:  Terri Cromwell, 570-568-2254 (office); 570-850-5730 (cell) 
 Email:  uiclutheran@dejazzd.com 

OAKS Coordinator and Christian Education:  Felicia Swartz 
 Email: swafeli@gmail.com; 570-428-3522 (cell) 

Sexton:  Terry Snyder 570-238-4666 (cell) 

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
The offices are located across from the Restrooms.  

United in Christ’s Mission Statement:   

Led by the Spirit, we follow Christ’s call to honor God and neighbor through 

worship, learning, service, prayer, stewardship and invitation. 
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SUNLIGHT FROM SCHADE  

FOLLOWING GOD’S CALL 

“Life is a series of hellos and goodbyes.  I’m afraid it’s time for 

goodbye again.” - Billy Joel 

By now the letter announcing my resignation as Pastor of United in 

Christ has been received by the congregation.  Being appointed as Assis-

tant Professor of Preaching and Worship at Lexington Theological Semi-

nary in Lexington, KY, is the culmination of many years of hard work 

and academic training.  It is a long dream finally come true!  But it does 

mean that my call as a parish pastor is transitioning into this new role of 

serving as a teacher of future pastors, preachers and worship leaders. 

I have learned so much from being your pastor here at United in Christ, 

and in the Susquehanna Valley.  As I reflect back on the last five years, I 

give thanks to God for all the good work we have done to continue 

building God’s Kingdom right here in Central Pennsylvania.  It has been 

such a blessing to live, serve, raise our family, and enjoy the beauty of 

this area.   

Pastor Bill Henderson, Dean of the Buffalo Valley Conference, has been 

in contact with Council President Bob Swartz about the transition to 

begin arranging for interim coverage during the pastoral vacancy.  And I 

have met with the youth and families to begin putting together a plan to 

make sure our Confirmation and Youth ministries continue with strong 

support. 

Also, there has been a change that will affect my end date.  We sold our 

house!  Which is good news, but because of our  buyer ’s situation, we 

need to move out the week of July 18.  Which means my last Sunday 

will have to be July 17, two weeks ear lier  than we had or iginally 

planned.  

In the meantime, we will continue to put leaders in place for the different 

ministries and plan for ways to fill the gaps until God sends the new pas-

tor for this congregation.  Please keep me and my family in prayer as we 

search for a house in Lexington and all that the move involves.  And to-

gether we will be praying for the Holy Spirit to lead us all as she has 

continued to do all along!  

Blessings, 

Pastor Schade 
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MAY and JUNE IMPORTANT DATES 
May 1 - New Members received during worship 

May 6 - Daughter’s Banquet, 6:00 p.m. 

May 8 - Honoring Women of Faith  
 (Pastor Schade providing special music on harp) 

May 13-14 - Rich Huff Chinese and Silent Auction 

May 15 - Pentecost Sunday (wear red!) 

May 22 - Youth Sunday, Youth and Family Picnic at the home of BJ  
 and Kristie Koch 

May 25 - Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 29 - Worship with Baptism (Sophia Schade) 

May 30 - Office closed (Memorial Day) 

June 12 - Worship with Baptism (Wade Cooley) 

June 17  - Son’s Banquet, 6:00 p.m. 

June 17-18 - Synod Assembly  

June 19 - Honoring Men of Faith  

June 26 - Last Sunday for Felicia Swartz (reception to follow worship) 
 Packing bags for Lewisburg Summer Lunch Program 

June 27-30 - Delivering lunches for Lewisburg Summer Lunch Program 

Pastor Schade will be away May 11-14 for a house-

hunting trip to Lexington, KY.  She will also be away 

June 6-11 teaching a course at the Lutheran Theolog-

ical Seminary at Philadelphia.  Call Terri Cromwell at 

the church office (570-568-2254) or on her cell after 

normal office hours (570-850-5730) in case of pastoral emergencies, 

and she will direct you to the person on call. 
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Felicia Swartz to Begin Internship in Virginia 
 

    A year has passed and I will be leaving soon to start my final 
internship. I could write pages about how thankful I am for all the 
church has done for me this past year, not the mention the great expe-
riences and learning I have had this year. But soon I will be heading 
south this summer to start the next part of my journey in ministry. This 
summer I will be starting my yearlong internship in Rural Retreat, VA, a 
small town located near the Virginian border with Tennessee, North 
Carolina, and West Virginia. I’ll be working with multiple churches, as 
my site is a multi-parish internship. I’m looking forward to moving to a 
new place with all its new charms, people and ministry experiences. As 
before, I will work with a supervisor who will help me during this year. 
I’ll get to preach and lead worship every Sunday at the various church-
es. This will be a great experience and one I look forward to. This will 
give me multiple experiences each week that 
are unique to each church.  

   I look forward to the famous welcome 
that is the South, and cannot wait to start. The 
church provides housing, which, as I’ve heard, 
is located in the middle of a cow field, but hey, 
at least I’ll have some company. They allow 
pets, which is another great addition, as my 
cats will love it (although I was warned to never let them out because 
of the coyotes!) Despite all the fears of the unknown I look forward to 
what is to come. 

I cannot thank you all enough for the support you have given 
me. It will be bittersweet to leave, but I know that because of all you 
have done for me I will be a better leader in ministry.  

In Christian Love, 

Felicia Swartz 

Please join us for Felicia’s last day with us on June 26 when 

she will preach and we will have a celebratory reception for 

her after the service. 
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UNITED IN CHRIST NEWS ITEMS 

The Youth had a very busy Lent and Holy Week as they pre-

pared for the Good Friday service.  Focusing on the seven Last 

Words of Christ, they designed banners (seen above) and paired 

up to write sermon reflections on each of the themes.  Visit 

http://ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/03/youth-led-good-friday-

YOUTH LEAD SERVICE  

FOR GOOD FRIDAY  

Creation Care Sunday 

was celebrated with a 

blessing of water, soil, 

seeds and garden tools.  

Some seed packets are 

still available in the fel-

lowship hall for those 

who missed the ser-

vice—pick up yours 

this coming Sunday! 

http://ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/03/youth-led-good-friday-seven-last-words.html


7  

 

MINISTRY COMMITTEES  
 May 1 and June 5, after 

fellowship .  

Jim Schade, Bruce Peters and Tony Grigonis provided music for 

our service “Jazzin’ Up Our Faith” on April 17.  Prior to the ser-

vice, Pastor Schade led a forum looking at the ways religion and 

jazz music are connected.  Visit http://

ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/04/sermon-jazzin-up-our-

faith.html to view the sermon.   

GUEST MUSICIANS HELP WITH 

“JAZZIN’ UP OUR FAITH” 

http://ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/04/sermon-jazzin-up-our-faith.html
http://ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/04/sermon-jazzin-up-our-faith.html
http://ecopreacher.blogspot.com/2016/04/sermon-jazzin-up-our-faith.html
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FOUNDATIONS AND ROOFS  
By Dalton Shearer 

The following is an excerpt from our Youth Council Member who shared 

in a temple talk in March what has formed the foundation of his faith 

and how this church provides the “roof” for his continued learning and 

growing. 

 Our theme for these temple talks is “Foundations and Roofs.”  A 
building isn’t going to be stable without a strong foundation and roof to 
protect itself from the harshness of the environment. It’s the same with 
people and their faith; they need to have a strong person or people to 
base their faith and then other people to support and nurture that faith. 
I feel I have been lucky to have both a strong foundation and roof to 
grow and support my faith.  
 I consider my foundation to be my parents. I can tell you that I 
would not be where I am today without them by my side.  My parents 
started my foundation in faith by having me baptized in this church 
when I was five months old.   When I was around two or three years old, 
my dad would sit next to my bed every night saying the Lord’s Prayer 
and teaching me every word of it.  I am thankful for his patience and 
diligence in doing this for my faith in God.  My parents have modelled 
prayer as an important part of my faith by having us pray before every 
meal together, whether it is at home or out at a restaurant.  For the first 
two or three years when I wanted to go to Camp Mount Luther but was 
too young to spend the night, my mom helped take me and some of the 
other youth to the day camp in the morning and then picked us up in the 
afternoon every day for an entire week.  
 As I grew older my faith got a little moldy, so to speak, because I 
did not always want to come to church or finish Confirmation or even 
wanted to go to the ELCA Youth Gathering.  But my mom has been able 
to press me to keep my foundation of faith from deteriorating.  By being 
confirmed in this church and going to Detroit, these experiences have 
built my foundation back up.  My faith continues to grow stronger with 
my mom and dad as my foundation.  
 Every foundation needs a roof to cover the building. That is where 
I see you, my church family – as my roof for my foundation of faith. You 
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all have made food or eaten at the turkey waffle dinner for the past 
ten years to help support not only me, but the other youth go to CML 
or the youth gathering.  You have encouraged me to do well and you 
have been there to support me in the things that I do.  I thank you for 
all of that stability and support! 
 I can’t think of another church that allows their youth to be as 
involved in the Sunday services as our church.  Over my years in this 
church, I have served as acolyte in the main service; even if not per-
fect in doing this job, you have supported me.  You have allowed us as 
youth to lead entire services through the frequent Youth Services; 
allowing us to read the prayers, lessons and sermons, serve commun-
ion, sing songs we like and read our prayers from our hearts. I have 
read lessons and even when I have stumbled and been slow in getting 
the words out, you have been patient and wonderful.   
 In November, you believed in me enough to give me the oppor-
tunity to serve as youth representative to United in Christ Lutheran 
Church Council.  I was interested in learning more about the internal 
business of the church and chose to be nominated.  Even though I 
have only served a few months, I feel that I am learning more about 
the big picture of what it takes to keep our church doors open for all 
of us.   
 Every now and then there have been “leaks in the roof,” such 
as deaths in my family and in this church family which have been 
emotionally sad for me.  But even in the tough times, I can count on 
the love from my church family to patch the leaks up and restore the 
roof.  I thank you all for your words of encouragement and prayers for 
my family during these times. 
 I do not know what will happen in the future and how the rest 
of my life will turn out, but I pray to God that I will continue to have 
my parents and my church family as supports in my faith journey.  
Thank you for this opportunity to share with you my feelings about 
my faith. 
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YOUTH LOCK-IN PLANNED FOR JUNE 3-4 
The last Youth Lock-in with Felicia and Pastor Schade is scheduled for 
Friday, June 3, 3:00 p.m.—Saturday, June 4, 10 a.m.  All your favorite 
games, campfire with smores, midnight devotions by candlelight, and a 
movie will round out the night.  Bring sleeping bags, snacks and drinks 
for sharing.   

“Friends are friends forever,  

If the Lord’s the Lord of them.” 

— Michael W. Smith 
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May 1……Youth Group/Confirmation, 6-8 p.m. 

May 8……Youth Group/Confirmation, 6-8 p.m. 

May 15…. Youth Group/Confirmation, 6-8 p.m. 

May 22…. YOUTH SUNDAY 

  Prep for Worship, 9 a.m. 

  Picnic at B.J. and Kristie Koch’s, noon 

June 3-4.. Youth Lock-In, starts on Friday at 3pm 

  and ends Saturday at 10am. 

June 19…...Noon – Nature Hike at the home of Ken and 

Ginny Criswell (In case of rain, hike will be postponed to 

July 8 and we will have Youth Group that evening, 6 – 8 

p.m.) 

June 26…..Felicia’s last Sunday (also packing lunches for 

Lewisburg summer lunch program) 

July 8……..Rain date for hike at Criswell’s 

July 17 – Pastor Schade’s Last Sunday 

Note:  The Family Camping trip originally scheduled for 

Aug. 5 – 7 has been postponed.  Stay tuned for information 

about the rescheduled weekend. 
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COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT FILLED WITH 

LAUGHTER AND JOY! 

See more great 

pics on the church 

Facebook page 

from March 20.  

Thanks to Michelle 

Shearer for organ-

izing this great 

event again this 

year! 
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Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

Hallelujah! 
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May 2016 Worship Volunteer Schedule 



15  

 

* Remove calendar and post on your fridge!* 

June 2016 Worship Volunteer Schedule 
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 Dear Members of United In Christ Lutheran Church, 

 We, the members of the church council, are thankful to 

Pastor Schade for the 5 years she has been with us. She has 

helped us spiritually and physically to become fruitful disciples of 

Christ Jesus. We wish her the best and prayer for her new ven-

ture that she has ahead. We thank her for her time and talents 

for what she has done for us. May God bless her and her family.  

 With Pastor Schade leaving, as a body of Christ, we need to 

pick up the cross within this congregation.  We want to continue 

to be a beacon here on the hill.  We are asking members to step 

up and help to continue the functions of this church.  We are all 

disciples of Christ.  All of the committees and organizations with-

in the congregation will need to work together so we can contin-

ue to be that beacon on the hill. Our prayers go out to pastor 

Schade and her family along with prayers for this congregation.  

We are a strong congregation, with a lot of good going for us. We 

believe God has been with us all along with the life of this con-

gregation and we will continue to be here as a congregation of 

believers for our community.  Thank you to all of the members of 

United in Christ and please remember us in your daily talk with 

God.                                    

 Blessings, 

 United in Christ Council 

MESSAGE FROM CHURCH COUNCIL REGARDING 

PASTORAL TRANSITION 
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All “sons” in 

the congrega-

tion are invited 
to a meal pre-

pared by the 

women of the congregation on 

Friday, June 17 at 6pm.  Sig-

nups will start the end of May.  

Please signup to come by June 

12.  See Kathy Guffey if you have 

any questions. 
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This is the fourth year that we have held the Rich Huff/Operation San-

ta Claus benefit Chinese and Silent Auction.  We have been so happy 

each year that this cause, which benefits needy children in the 

Mifflinburg, Lewisburg, Selinsgrove, Milton and Warrior Run commu-

nities, has been so well supported.  Each year we have increased in 

items donated by individuals and businesses.  Each year our income 

from this project has increased.   

We have been able to support many children in various ways.  We 

have not only given gifts to children at Christmas but have given cloth-

ing, beds, mattresses and bedding, paid for prescriptions, paid for 

school lunches, given children who needed the experience of a camp 

the means to attend one and more.  This year we are adding another 

item into our giving.  We will be awarding $500 scholarships to two 

high school seniors who have been accepted to a college or trade 

school for the 2016/2017 school year.   

RICH HUFF “OPERATION SANTA CLAUS” 

FUNDRAISER 
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The past three years we included the food stand proceeds in our fund 

but this year we are stepping out of that.  This year all proceeds from 

the food stand will go to John Sheaffer to assist with his ongoing medi-

cal bills.  We felt that helping one of our own church family is im-

portant but because of the rules we have in place for the Rich Huff 

fund we cannot take anything from that in any way unless the need is 

for a child.  So, please support our food stand this year.  Come and 

have lunch  - it will be great!  The kitchen group will be serving Jack 

Stiber's pulled pork sandwiches, Frank Danowsky's sausage sandwich-

es and Mark Rabuck's kettle cooked chicken corn soup.  In addition 

there will be hot dogs, chips and desserts.  There will be some gluten 

free foods available.  The church will be open Friday from 5 -8 for 

those who want to participate but have other commitments and on 

Saturday from 9 - 2.  The food stand will also, be open during the Fri-

day hours.  PLEASE put May 13 or May 14 on your calendar and come 

out to help support this good cause!  

If you want to make a donation of items or money for either the auc-

tion or food stand, please talk with any committee member. 

Thank you,  

Shirley McPherrin, Jane Mertz, Sharon Weiser, Susan Dinsmore, and 

Tina Snyder 

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM:  We will be prepar ing lunch 

bags for children in the summer program in Lewisburg again this 

year. We’ll do the packing on June 26 and deliver them to Essex 

House and Meadowview June 27 – 30.  If you would like to help 

shop for the items or deliver the lunches, please see Pastor Schade. 
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Our monthly senior group, 

OAKs (Older Adults Kickin’ it 

up) delighted in the tricks, an-

tics and gentle pets with thera-

py dogs who came to visit in 

April.  Visit the church Face-

book page from April 13 to see 

videos of these impressive 

dogs that can stack, jump, and 

even sing! 

Join us in May for a show of 

amazing balloon art provided 

by Lutheran pastor Andy 

Weaver, the “Air Weaver.” 
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 BINGO 

United in Christ  monthly senior 
center is  open to the public.  
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If you so desire, please let us know when you or 

your family member is in the hospital. Please call 

the church at 570-568-2254 and/or Pastor Schade 

at 610-420-6861 and let us know you have been 

hospitalized or have an upcoming surgery.   

Please do not assume that if you tell someone in the church that the 

pastor will be notified.  Because of confidentiality issues, it’s best if 

you contact Pastor Schade or the church office directly. 

 Also, please contact the church office if you would like to have a 

visit from the Pastor, one of our homebound communion visitors, or 

would like to be listed for prayer support.  

Christian Education 

We had great attendance at the Lenten Sunday School sessions on 

the Gospel of Luke.  Thanks to Ken and Ruby Baker, Dave 

Baker, Bob Swartz and Cami Zimmerman for their leadership on 

the sessions! 
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PASTOR SCHADE RECEIVES 

ADVOCACY AWARD 

On April 18, Pastor Schade received the “Speak. Pray. Serve.” 

Award of the Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania. She 

was chosen by The Rev. Bishop Robert Driesen to be the first re-

cipient of this award in the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Bishop 

Driesen wrote, “On behalf of the congregations and rostered 

leaders of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, please accept my sin-

cere congratulations upon your receipt of this award.  Your deep 

commitment to advocating for those who do not have a voice, 

especially for the care of all creation, is deserving of this special 

recognition.”  
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Thanks to John Sheaffer for arranging with Louis Ross and Scott 
Danowsky to installing the crawl space blower and to Elwood and 
Sandy Brown for cutting the hole for the exhaust fan.  This will prevent 
moisture from collecting below the fellowship hall floor and causing 
any further mold problems. 

Thanks to the Worship and Music Committee and all those who helped 
decorate the church for Holy Week and Easter Sunday. 

Thanks to our Youth for serving the breakfast on Easter Sunday. 

 

Thanks to those who 
helped with the 
Spring Cleanup. 

 

 

 

Thanks to Mifflinburg Kiwanis and the generous support of the 
Mifflinburg community and members of our own church, over $2300 
was raised for John Sheaffer to help him purchase the prosthetic device 
for his leg.   
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Lucille Harvey 
P.O. Box 340 
Picture Rocks, PA 17762 

        

Ken and Ginny Criswell 
2123 Miller’s Bottom Road 
New Columbia, PA 17856 
570-568-0501 
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3/6 - 85 
3/13 - 70 
3/20 - 90 

Maundy Thurs. - 51 
Good Fri. - 60 
Sat. Vigil - 26 
Easter -  110 

4/03 - 74 
4/10 - 78 
4/17 - 66 
4/24 - 68 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED: 

Our Members: Nelson and Esther  Minium, Barry and Louel-

la Swanger, Eleanor Phillips, Mel Baker Jr., Marie Tanner, Mar-

garet Kahler, Ruth Stump, Kathy Loss, Grace and Bob Yost, Ar-

na Dershem, Cheryl Baker, Becky Divers, Jeffrey Byerly, Alice 

Ann Snyder, Willard Hauck, Lana Rote, George Rice, John Rus-

sell, Dick Kling, Lucille Harvey, Meda Moyer, John and Shirley 

Russell, Irene Stark, Kim Floyd, Bob Keifer, John and Jen 

Sheaffer, Laurel Hertz, Only Rishel. 

Military: Brandon Wir th. 

Friends and Family: Mark Van Dyke, Paul Cromwell, Larry 

Erb, Connie Heyman, Rodney Bastian, Paul McCabe, Rose 

Knorr, Barbara Crossgrove, Barb Manbeck, family and friends 

of Richard Thomas, Fred and Ilsa Voss, Pastor Gary and Allie 

Owens, Ardith Wilkins, Mary Lazor, Sharon Clark, Jen, Dylan 

Cromwell, Marty Golder and family.    

TO ADD NAMES: SEND EMAILS TO: 

Organist/pianist  wanted: United in Christ is seeking 
an organist or pianist to play for Sunday mornings and 
all other worship services.  Applications are available 
on the church website or in the church office.   

Please spread the word! 

Did you hear?  RE-CREATION’S COMING!  Mark your calendar 

for Aug. 7 when the singing group will be back to lead our 

worship service with their inspirational songs! 
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